February 25, 2024

Are you living in Exile? !

1 Peter 1:1-!"

Tim Bermejo

My prayer is that the!question “Are you living in exile?” should make us reflect on how we conduct
ourselves throughout the time of our pilgrimage on this earth, for we will suffer grief —for a little

while— in all kinds of trials. So, what do we need to know and practice so that our reaction to
"#$%&'()*$)+,9)%&(,+)-'S.

A1"#3%&!'()*"+,-.&/+Reter "first letter:
¢ Written to exiles away from home, experiencing difficulties and the hardships of life.

* Peter himself is in exile, writing from Rome (5:13) where church tradition says he was martyred
with other Christians, "#$%&, around 64!A.D., as scapegoats for the fire that destroyed part of
Rome.

¢ This event points to the epistle being written around 60 A.D.

o TI"B#"$%&™# (")'# *+,")"-# .)/0L0.# 1"H# 2)/3%4*"# |5# 6/4.0'7T# 8+&+9+7# :+22+-/*KskTHand
I"#$%&"(now part of modern-day Turkey). These order in which these providences are stated
may indicate "#$%&%$'(%)&*+&$,%&-%..%)/HELOK' (%) % $H#* ! Yo#&PodBaply Silas !"#S%®12).

There are various themes in this first epistle of "#$%&'(!)#%ter. We will centre our thoughts on two
of them:

"H#P%&S (#$)*+"$'(#)#,$ +H$$%&'( which is not surprising given the fact that it was written !"#
exiles (pilgrims, foreigners!" , who are young in the faith: “Like newborn infants, long for the pure
spiritual milk, that by it you may grow up into salvation” (I"#3$%2:2). Peter sends them a message
of encouragement intended to remind them that they were God’s special people (1:2 & 2:9)
—separated!""#$%"&$!"#$'$ ()*+,-+$).#)"@ I"# that their sufferings were a temporary testing and
had also a particular purpose!

PMHBI"HE%& " ()*$& +#(%0(+"$% pfthis epistle is that it is Christ centred!-!"#$%&' ()#$*#+#*($!'$",*$
"#$% &H#"' ($%)*%+,-.%/(%0%.1"#2% 3he4Rdfawing our attention constantly to our LI"#, who is
our salvation. !

I"H'B&S'S(%&)S+$),"$-"H&"&S), ) SH#"+"HS)*$),"$&. [ HUORWLERI B #(1%& {6, " 12 & 19-20,

1:14 & 17, 4:12-13, 16 & 19, ! :9-10) "#3%&'$(")$%&!%$*jtlsBto the suffering of our Lord!(1:11 &

19, 2:21 & 23, 3:18, | "HSHHIBI"H 1" SU&"H &' (SH &™) H -+ (#)" ") $-"H &Yott +.I")*SOH *$H#"1") 24 +*$03"#
chapter.



My objective this morning is to take these two themes (suffering in exile "#3$what the Lord "#$%&'($
for us!""#$YHS " #"%&' (") #*+,"-&%&-"./0"$.& (" &-HIEEH/"H#$%Gn causing an impact I"# 1"#$%&'$!($
I"#$%#$E&nd in causing an impact on how we live life as exiles, for that is what we all are!"pilgrims
M"#S%&"()'%S*"$&+)S)'QH ' H#E%E&' () #+,-#."+"#E%& ' ()% & "#*% & +$& +,& "%-.%, & /AKX 1YL &
g g I

I"H#$9% &H%" () +'% ,"#%6 - JO#-+,% *1% - 2#) 3$45% &HY% 6% -*% &3, "V #7, ) H#BHY% +)#5% "% 3,% 3-% '% 6##(9:
IS8 (") B ++, %68 1"HS%"&'S()")"F)+, " [%0S$L.%" " [+")23&]) Y%oH) 4") ) %" " [+"-$31'5""6$, "7 .04"
I"HSHY&SH () H+,(1&(-)(/0.1.0-+223(+448$0./5(1&( &-BEEBHE () *&!I"#$ "% %6#$ &"$ % (1) 'S +*$* 'S

I"H#$%&" (1#)*H"H$S%6& (

LI LIS H#E% &"#% '()$*&$% 1&% "G %& (& !"# "#PM" #$%&S" %™ &()'*+)*,-" +../0"0."
"#$%&"$%!" " (') *+!, (-1"#"$%&HS" 1% &H#!" &' () ¥ &+,!(-',&3)./-0+&"#B%&" () &*+,-#&S./0-' 1H&4 S " %!
"#1$1"%3$ &#' (%!) F*#$W&S$%& ' (yefers to!!"#$%&' ()#&*1$6+ general harassment, and not to state
instigated persecution, which would be unleashed with a vengeance in the 2nd century!and would
reach its peak at the end of the I"# II"#$%&'(""("'$)*$+,&$-+,$.&"HOH"#$ % &' 8(8$% &' #$%# |
"H#S"%6&' ()*"#* $" I""#$%"& 1 & (HP)*& +,-."& ', 1"#H"#3% &#'()% $)(*'+%-!" AD. Instead of official
persecution, Peter refers to suffering that comes from a hostile environment, from the hostile society
"#$5% & '#%()*)+,%)+% &-%-&extle84! various trials” 1:6; “speak against you as evil doers” 2:12;
“endures sorrows while suffering unjustly” 2:19; “you are slandered”'3:16). We can imagine the
lives these people lived, perhaps relegated to the fringes of society, as misfits, looked upon as a
threat to others, which is just one expression of the multitude forms of suffering that comes with
living in a fallen world.

But "#"$UH#S%E&' (&HUYEH0&' (V' # 1 #$%&E& Y0 #()* (+, (S (#-.1-#" . %/01#2 (#$%", 1 (+(1#-.(#()*($-(1#0%-#

of anyone who is a Christian: !“do not be surprised at the fiery trial”!4:12! "#3$%&'#(&)*%+,"(,*(-%.(

share Chr!"#$"%"&'()1*+" \"#$,I"# "#$%&'% ()*+)#% ,-.#/,% (,% (% 01/&,2()3% 4#35% 1&5% )+$% 6#% (,1(5#7
but let him glorify God in that name”! (4:16), and “the same kinds of suffering are being

experienced by your brotherhood throughout the world” 5:9).

Suffering! !"# refore, is the common experience of every human being living in a fallen world. But
Christians have an extra source of suffering, which is a result of our identi!"#$%&'()*+'%,-'.%-/0'lt
"##'$%& )*+*1"+*&' (), (' $*' -)+.%/,0%" ,+*' 0" (" *1*23(" 1+"2' *.()*+' (ype of suffering!"for our!!"#$%
"#S%BE " HBI"# S )#"*+",-#-&#."#/0S5-1"2-"V#23)#/&,4" ) #-&&BH#H S &' (#)"#$*%+,#-%#"./"Ots
I"#$% "BiBY¥ected from!all types of dangers and suffering simply because we are Christians, for we
are still human beings living "#$#%$&& " #()*&+#$"+#,-*'%)*'#'./)0'+#,)#!, 0# fpths of suffering, !"#
I"#disease, !""#$%&'()or! the effects of the actions of others! I"#$% !&W'H$%&'(#) abuse !"#$
"#S%"&™ () +H"#$%&' ()*+,) 1"#$%&nigrants!"#$%&'&™"

This is the unjust world we inhabit,! but e!"#$ %&"#$ %"$ '((")*$"# $%W#$% &'% ()*+% ,"-.% "% /,*+%
unfortunately, our human nature takes centre stage, and we begin to complain: why should | have to
"H#$%&" VB PW "#$%&PD "% &S" () *+%0H, B-BN"H#P%E' (B) & 1" #P% & "#$%#E&'($&) Yo oehddtt to

the sufferer simply to know he/she should expect difficult and painful circumstances in their lives.

This! "#$!%&(Iraises various questions, for when !"# 1"#$%face "#$%&'#()"tHe darker side of life
(pain, disease, injustices, broken relationships, untimely death of loved ones!"#3$"%&'($")*+#","-&./
that shakes our own little world and send us scurrying for cover!"what stands firm "#$ !""# $%&#
uncertainties of !"#$% hat stands inalterable around us in the face of changing, challenging, difficult



and unjust circumstances that perplex us, that cause us to wobble, that bring us down, and even
shake our faith? Where do we turn to?!

Peter has this question in mind when he writes to the exiles living in a hostile society —product of a
"##S% &' )H#H " #S! " #SHY & B S%&' () (*+, () %! (*.'+(.'/( I"#$%ng rejection from those around them,
being ostracized, likely have been seen as a nuisance, even competition, and a!!"#$%8&3sibly affecting
their health. In a nutshell, I"#$%&'#%&!%!"#% (#)$45% &H"#$%"1$&'()*$+'$+,!-$%)&&he mercy
I"#the darker side of lill"#

IHHS%& 'S 1"HE% &S (1 1"HS %8 () *&$ B I"HS% &' ()% *% $"+,I'- IBHSUM I"H# 1"#$%&'()'%'(
"HB%6&! ()" #(+,(I"HSW HSWsH# has done and I"H#S%!&H# (%) " H$%" QA HSS%& ($) ($*& (N HS%&"
I"HIS%S ("BHS "+ $

M "HSH%BE'()B!"*F)'+%0P, ($- "#S%QHS%"&"  I(vI"# 111
F"#3$"%&'()"%*+#,%-#3$%'# !say, and perhaps we would have expected Peter to have said:

* Heldoes notlsay we are rescued from condemnation!" "#$#%& % ("H8! Yo &#' % &# % (#&)* &+, #8 %
I"#$%& " (" #$%&'$()$*"&(+,$-"H W' #$%N&'()$

o 1" II"AS0A"# | 1"#S %&S "&Bscued from the power of I"#!!1"# $%&'# ()*(# &+,# &-.# ["-0# "*I#
M"#1$%&'()$*+(+98,($-(""&"(*+/*(*+&(0.'1(.2(3%-(,$4+*(0&(0" . #4+*(*.(-. *+$-45(3.(*+/*() &() . #6'(
" W"H#B%&' (%' %#) 1 *+%,"-").#/'0"& " #%'12"'2*)',.%,'2*)" (% %#") %0-'3&%0 %' 3&!4") 1" 1"

* ledoes!!"# "#$%&$"&H¥$%" "X "#$%&' (Hominion of darkness! “He has delivered us from the
domain of darkness and transferred us to the kingdom of his beloved Son”'"#3$%&'&()

"'# $%E&H ()*&# '+&# ) #-). +&#t $+ . &OH(HBPDEH 'S "$%0! &'H $% & $# SVEA('H#S Y& (&) S (#$ %0+, 5 +(%$
“futile ways”. Before we dwell on this,!I" II"#"#$W6 1" N"#$%SE&' () *+&:

2. "HS%8IME HIS%&!" | "HSYESV'& () H+,-&.[++0&+1 & AVMH-BDh

PHSY0%& )+, "H- 5. (HI0V L1, H#( HAHBWE' () FV6&HH+ *1#1 . VL) BHS I"HSY68. " #&.() &*HEEBHYE.
't SUOR&H " (# ) H# *+ Yor —+$. [ $)+410," 1 DIML 1" IS %6 #8'S ()&*+($ ,-($ ".(10$ 1()243($4$
IHEY8™ () *+HE, (%' H-1%%$, " &((8O(1#2',( thel"#$%BH#S&H S8 JHS%8then your "H$YoRiH
I"#$%RHASYN!"#1$%&S™ ()*H"#$Yd " "#$ so that you might live!!!

I 1"HS %0#$ & ($P%&' (%) (*+',["# $%"&'( " #$%" &%'()!"*)&" )+&" (+,%&-! ' 38 King David did, we

become impatient with God demanding from Him to break his silence and answer us,!let us meditate

I"#and grasp "#$%&E&# (#BH#P%E&" % (") (*'1+&(,-$()". (/& " "#$%o#"& ') #&*$+&, (& (,#&%*$,& %o*-+.& %*$%&
I"#$ one lay down his life for his friends” (John 15:131""#$"%&'("(&)*"(+",-%."/+)"0%$"12)$".",$"-"'34"
"#3%&' ($)*'$) +)#($!,$!"#3%&-"). [VB#S%"&&%'()*%"+,-./ #%(+9%60-12%3.1")#.%0.%!"* AW SWM' ()

I"#$%Ve can only find consolation in Him!"#$%!""#$%& " #$%&H# & (") #+! #-+&&(", #$%0&# * SR EHY0
"#1$5%Mt. 8:17). "#$!"#B"#S$%& WS life that is invaluably precious, our faith is too (v. I"#s0 "#$%&&#

care for it too, as we shall see.

I"H"#$%&'&F¥e rescue me from: “from your futile ways” (verse 18).

Before going further, allow me an illustration. “Nueva Luz” is an evangelical Christian ministry !"#$"%
"#$5%8&s "#SH%&''#"B1%&'(B)($*'(+,#%-(1%-(.#",, 0(#121#834#3" % &' ()" *+" -&" . [HO0&" I[#$%%&'#()'
audio material (Bible, Christian books and journals, etc.). It was started by a Christian brother and
leader of one of the evangelical churches here, in Madrid. Due to an accident and after many



IS8 () IV *+()#, 1) - ) 1) -#%0*#-) $H& Y6 (1) *#) 2%() 3#4) /1/%33,) 53+'-6) ) THI2%6&' () %$*$ +1&,-$

#5196 " &HSBESYES " HSU & #SS%" Yo IHS Y& () *&SIS+,-$(.$/)-0+("1"*$%&-$2(#3$$45810$10$6!'%$
" SYO&H '&(&))*+,H# +. &/ -# 0+1(&)) 1# 2%. (Yot 34)$# 5&H# +8&)0&(S&6H *'6# $+&*$&6# 2.$%6# 18 $#)&).71.9$,
I"HS%& '(H)*+& I"%& $), Yo(W[HBY6 &"#% ()*Vo +($,-*H)H*% -8% MNEBY&' (YHSIBHS %S ##"$%& ()

I"HB00& " ()$Y6' + &, *- & HBU&S H# (") (Yo& *HEHISHY & H() H BHSYO & HSUHS 1" 1" HSVUHSE,

I"#$%#$% &' ()*+,%-"(*%.&*&/%#$% $(,#01%#0% *"#$% 2 ($$(1&%-&% (/&% +334#01% (*%*"#$%53/0#016
I"#S BHSW 'S 1%& (1) #5%! been rescued from !"#$%&#'("# , from the power of sin!"I"#$%"#$
"#$%$"%& "'& 1()*%+,t0 mention just a few !"#$%&'()M"#$% &'$'(% )FHP%&S' ((J*#$%&' ()*)' $I'

“rescued from your futile ways” ... which includes being rescued from our deeply ingrained human

thought patterns that do not contribute to our I"#$%&&'#(#$"%& ()

Back to the illustration. T!"# missionary said to the blind brother: stop asking "#$%&!(!"#3$ !!I"#$
HR"H T1"HE% I"# 1" "H#SHIm 1"#$3%&'%3$" (%) *+), (e dgoing blind.

M"#3%H#S% " #"$%&'%" () &*+,%-."("%*/01"%2"8$%" &' (")*"+'(,")$*"-./,."01L N I"#S%&H()*H#+,-)&.,/1#
"#S%"& ‘#(& )H*& +& ,-.,/& ("-,/0& -)& '[1/22+*30& 3#HP& "+4/& 5//'& Y%*-/4/6 & 53& 4+*-#B2th it - ti0&
M#1"$%&™ ()" "##Y%*+%, *(- %+ JH "#S%&HS' (") *%0+,-.%/"01% +,-+ABBBHE 'S () *$& " & "#& 'Y Yo+ &) -&.1%
may be found to result in praise and glory and "#"$%!!"#"$%# &%'%(!)*+#*,#-%./.#03&id you

notice it? The “lo!!"#I$!!"# $%RH#S% FOR!" II"#$%E& &%) F'#PI"#IF" 1"#S%&' ()’ $%"$'*+',"-' (+#

I"#$ I"#$%#"it is, know where it needs to "#$%deeper and more robust and to determine whether it
"#$5%!&'#"1(%)*+,-%(en!

Our blind brother’s 1"#$ %&3$ '()*+)*,$ -("*,./$ 0"/)-"11# from “I"#$ ”It!" | WHAT FOR?”!"and the
“I"#$%&"(” (New Light) ministry to the blind and visually impaired was born, serving them here in
Spain and Spanish speaking countries of Central and Latin America. “New Light” I"#3$%&&t#aving

gone through a time of grieving with the Lord by his side, his physical darkness was turned into a
ministry of spiritual light for the benefit of others!"#$%#%&"#'()%*'%"*+%,-./0)%1#2 3%4-%$"*'5*'(

"#$5% &#% ' (%)"*(+" %, +-#*.$'%/S0%H%&e will ultimately only make sense of them when !"#$%&#
them in the context of our salvation:

"1 1"H$%" 810" $' 11" Hthe I"HS00&S " ("HSI" HSVoHE HE HSVIEHS Y& 'S (#e are precious to Him!

" 11" $Y6H# &THSI08!"H SUBHB %8, (Blessed "t SY0"H &' (#)*(H+) %" #'-#'. #/',(#0"1.1#2%,31$4# $%"#
IHEY6& () *06&+,%-"" L O(/" ()" 1L +(*)(8#2' 3S(+(*)(&#-'4-",. " 11 (4&™5,+6(.2 I"H#$Yo&IBH $I6&H"

I"H$% &'% ()*+8% &,'-$% .,'% 1+$% /0% 101% 12/(3'04% ./& % &,$% ()*+8&% .I1&,% .,/(,% .$% '5+-$#6$-% 1+$
PHE 08 ()*+),"( 1 IHSU 1" 11

M1 #$%" &#HAVHS$%!"#$%&' () *+! purpose in our salvation, which is to !"#!$ Ye#S!"#$%H# #"&&' ()’
IH$Y68, )+ H6 1)
o Isit rI"#$%E&'%()*") ¥ H$% &
o | I"#lit meet the expected specifications! !
P I"HSYIRES " #$%& ()* !
o IHEPBDI6& ()*+* Y% I0HEI& ()F+,*), )", I"H#S%

o I"HP"HPYEH (&'V0)* H+,#)*&-+, #%(&BIHEOAL'S (&)*+$,-+$5./&$,-0, LS D20 #$%&H & () &#*+,P&-#
IHSY08Y "t SY6&Yo(H ) ¥+ ("S" " (Y&t Yol ,OH *11# %2(# *3,$4%605# 154 *15%i# )1"# 62(6%5"#
enabling us to be a comfort to others. This was the out!"#$%"&%'($%")*+,%"-)%.,*/0%.)" ($)%1$/'%
through, for | "#$%&"™ (1 1"#"$%68'&.()%6%) Yo+* $-H($)*.) 0b+8'S) ") Yo+ &™) /)L (#



It is part of the process of our salvation to exercise our faith as we go through life, and to do so in a
very practical way: trusting and resting on our Lord! amid life’'s multiple circumstances and
experiences, suffering included! But it’s not easy, is it? | very much identify with the father of the
story registered in Mark’s gospel, chapter 9. His son is suffering greatly from what appears to be
epilepsy and Jesus says: ! "#$%&'()*'+*,-++"./"*0-#ne!I"# "#3$"%"”, to which the father replies!"
wit!" I"#$%& " (1"#$%&!" I believe, help me overcome my unbelief!" ""#$%$& S 11"#1$%!&'!())
"H#S" VoH&'H()* S+ ) #- X &IHY OPHE& ' #&/"#1).232.4*3"5#, Wlfohd the intellectual dimension!

We end with a variation of the title question: We are living in exile, for we are temporary residents of

earth but citizens of heaven, so, are we living as exiles? “Do not be conformed to this world, but be

transformed "#$%&# '&(&)*+#,-#",. #I10(12# $%*$# "# $&34(5#", #/*"#1036&'(#)%0*$# 03# $%&# ) 0++# ,-#7,
"#3%&'%())¥% 1" #S%01&'#(1)*($H+ #" Vo I "#$% & &

Afflictions are used by God to strengthen our faith: purify our hearts, increase our !"#$%&"'%"("#$%
M"H#SHY& VHHPS%PE™ () #"$"$%" & H (P& "#S 1"#$% & $% () *#(') +$(,%(-,! (/%0 (+#$1,)*!(+#).,!$!2(
M"#$%"&' (1) ($*H"#$%& " #$% &

"#$ %&'$ ()*+$ ,-".$ %)$ /,$ 01+020+/"33#$ 01$ "44)*+"14'$ 50%8&$ )/*$)51$ -"*64/3"*$ 40*4/7,%"14',$ "1+$
I""%#$%



