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To our Prince of Peace: “¡Viva el Rey!”  
Isaiah 2:1-5, Micah 5:1-5a 
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Doomsayers abound these days with predictions of nuclear war, devastation, and socio-
economic collapse. Thousands of refugees arrive to Spain every year, fleeing north from 
Africa, fleeing south and west from the Ukraine, fleeing east from Venezuela and other 
points of Latin America. War and political conflicts break up nations and families, and our 
world is most notorious for its lack of peace! So how can this famous baby, so celebrated at 
Christmas, really be the Prince of Peace? Especially with all the wars that have been fought 
in His name and by people claiming to be under His rule!   

It's a long-standing phenomenon among humans, as attested by James 4:1: ”What causes 
warring and quarreling among you? Don’t they come from your desires that 
battle within you?” [“Warring” comes from the Greek pólemos, where we get our word 
“polemical,” and quarreling from the Greek word for sword.] Our bellicose nature was also 
witnessed by the psalmist: “Woe is me that I dwell in Meshek, that I live among the tents 
of Kedar! Too long have I lived among those who hate peace. I am for peace [shalom]; 
but when I speak, they are for war [milchamah]” (Ps. 120:5-6). These places were 
actually far from Israel (in Turkey and Arabia), so the reference was not literal; but the 
barbarous nomadic tribes referred to were known for their savage and violent ways, so this 
was possibly a veiled reference to antagonistic neighbors such as Samaritans and 
Ammonites, or even to difficult compatriots!  The basic grievance the psalmist had was 
having to endure their lying lips and deceitful tongues (v. 2), utterly untrustworthy.  At least, 
we can take comfort in that first verse: “I called on the Lord in my distress, and He 
answered me.”  And Jesus Himself told us that the words He spoke to His disciples were so 
that in Him they might know true peace: “In the world you will have affliction, but take 
heart: I have overcome the world” (Jn. 16:33). 

To gain some perspective on this age-old problem, let’s review some Old Testament 
prophecy: 

1) Isaiah 2:2 … “In the last days the mountain of the LORD’s temple will be established 
as the highest of the mountains; it will be exalted above the hills, and all nations will 
stream to it.” What mountain does he mean? Mount Zion, of course, that is, Jerusalem.  
Jesus spoke of the exaltation of Jerusalem in His conversation with the Samaritan woman: 
“You Samaritans worship what you do not know; we worship what we do know, for 
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salvation is from the Jews … But the time is coming and has now come … when you 
will worship the Father neither on this mountain [Gerizim] nor in Jerusalem … For true 
worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth” (Jn. 4:21-23). 

vv. 3-4 … “Many peoples will come and say, ‘Come, let us go up to the mountain of the 
LORD, to the temple of the God of Jacob. He will teach us his ways, so that we may 
walk in his paths.’ The law will go out from Zion, the word of the Lord from Jerusalem. 
He will judge between the nations and will settle disputes for many peoples.  They will 
beat their swords into plowshares and their spears into pruning hooks. Nation will not 
take up sword against nation, nor will they train for war anymore.” This is talking about 
the endtimes when the true Judge comes as the Master Teacher who will teach not just with 
words but with His example. The Word of the Lord will come from His mouth, judging, 
settling disputes, bringing peace, so that nations no longer practice war any more. This is not 
a fairy tale, but its present fulfillment depends on submission to this Judge. Only in the 
“eschaton” will we see this fully realized: the end of this world as we know it.  

2) Micah 5:1-2 … “Marshal your troops now, city of troops, for a siege is laid against 
us. They will strike Israel’s ruler on the cheek with a rod. But you, 
Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you are small among the clans of Judah, out of you will 
come for me one who will be Ruler over Israel, whose origins are from of old, from 
ancient times.”  Micah warns that Israel is going to be humbled by foreign powers and her 
ruler will be subdued.  But in spite of this humiliation he foresees that God will raise up a 
Ruler precisely from a humble place: Bethlehem Ephrathah (“house of bread,” “fruitfulness”), 
David’s hometown. Never an important or influential place, it would also be Messiah’s 
birthplace. The prophecy does not make it happen; rather, our sovereign God can see what 
paths human development will take on down the road. The amazing thing here is what 
Micah declares about this One who would come from Bethlehem, because His origin, or 
provenance, would be, literally, from “the east,” a Hebrew expression for that which came 
before (from of old), and then the text adds “from everlasting” (Hebrew, olam).  So the One 
who came to be in Bethlehem had actually been around since eternity!  This means that 
Jesus as a historical human being would have His start there, but His personhood had 
existed forever; the eternal Son of God was becoming also the Son of Man! 

v. 3: “Therefore Israel will be abandoned until the time when she who is in labor bears 
a son, and the rest of his brothers return to join the Israelites.”  Here Micah anticipates 
a future time when Israel will seem “abandoned,” perhaps a reference to the destruction of 
Jerusalem and the exile in Babylon, until the time of restoration, which is then related to the 
birth of that Ruler, about whom Micah says the following: 

v. 4: “He will stand and shepherd his flock in the strength of Yahweh, in the majesty of 
the name of Yahweh his God. And they will live securely, for then his greatness will 
reach to the ends of the earth.” The Ruler will be a Shepherd as Yahweh Himself is 
described, tenderly caring for the flock in the strength of Yahweh, and the flock will live 
securely (that is, abide, stand firm) precisely because of the greatness of this Ruler, which 
will extend over all the earth: He Himself is the guarantor of His people’s permanence. 

v. 5: “And He shall be our peace!”  He doesn’t just bring peace; He Himself IS our peace. 
Peace is about a personal relationship with this Ruler, giving Him the rightful place that His 
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authority and greatness deserve in our lives! This was the same peace that Jesus offered 
His disciples the night He was betrayed (Jn. 14:27). 

3) Ezekiel 37:26  … “I will make a covenant of peace with them; it will be an 
everlasting covenant. I will establish them and increase their numbers, and I will put 
my sanctuary among them forever.”  God is speaking here about a time when He will 
bring all of Israel (both kingdoms) back from the lands where they were scattered, and they 
would again be one nation, never again to be divided into two. They would no longer defile 
themselves with idols, they would keep God’s law, He would save them from their 
backsliding, and God’s servant David would be their king. This is clearly referring to a future 
time when Messiah, David’s descendant, would come and gather a community to Himself 
from every nation, tribe, people and language. He would establish with them a “berith 
shalom, berith olam” (“covenant of peace, covenant eternal”).  Finally an enduring peace!  
But doesn’t it sound like it will come only with the endtimes? 

vv. 27-28 … “My dwelling place will be with them; I will be their God, and they will be 
my people. Then the nations will know that I the LORD make Israel holy, when my 
sanctuary is among them forever.” This was an amazing vision: the King is now dwelling 
with His people: again we have “Immanuel,” “God with us.”  He sets up His sanctuary 
among His people, sanctifying them with His very presence, clothing them in His own 
righteousness, because He is for them: Deus pro nobis!  His peace reigns in their hearts, or 
as Paul writes to the Colossians (3:15), “Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since 
as members of one body you were called to peace. And be thankful.”  So it’s all about 
God in us, ruling and reigning!  But this reality is not just awaiting the endtimes! Peace is 
possible now for those who are in Christ, even in the midst of war. 

4) The midnight miracle of 1914:  

World War I was in its first year. As Christmas drew near, the thoughts of the men in both 
armies turned toward home and Christmas celebrations: the comfort of family reunions 
around the birth of the Prince of Peace.  Religious leaders around the world appealed to the 
leaders of both German and Allied forces for a Christmas cease-fire. But they turned a deaf 
ear to those pleas, and among the troops the report came that all requests for Christmas 
leave would be denied.  But then one of the strangest things happened that may never be 
repeated in history and which historians cannot fully explain. At the stroke of midnight on 
Christmas Eve, the guns stopped and a strange silence descended across No Man’s Land – 
at least along a major portion of the Western front.  Christmas carols began to be sung along 
the front lines: first, in German on one side, then in English on the other.  “Fröhliche 
Weihnachten” and “Merry Christmas” began to be exchanged from either side. Slowly heads 
came up above the trenches, and the Christmas greetings began to flow all down the lines. 
Then someone shouted, “Tomorrow you no shoot, we no shoot,” and the Christmas truce 
began in earnest!  Men began to pour out of the trenches to meet the enemy in the middle of 
No Man’s Land: enemies sworn to kill each other, now shaking hands, exchanging warm 
greetings, even declaring themselves followers of the Prince of Peace; then washing down 
English plum pudding with German schnapps, and impromptu football matches sprang up 
with hundreds of eager participants!  The Christmas Day cease-fire had occurred anyway!  
Generals fumed, inquiries were made, reprimands handed out.  So by the next Christmas, 
1915, the practice of killing had become so routine that this didn’t happen again. But for as 
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long as they were alive, the veterans of that first Christmas of the war remembered that 24-
hour truce as a tribute to the power of a baby born in the manger of Bethlehem. 

5) Exodus 17:15, Song of Solomon 2:4 … A final look at Old Testament prophecy takes 
us to the books of Exodus and Song of Solomon, with its striking celebration of love in its 
most sensual dimension. In Ex. 17, the Israelites are threatened by the Amalekites, and 
Joshua must lead them to victory, but the victory is won in the lifting of Moses’ hands in 
intercessory prayer, which required Aaron and Hur on either side of Moses to sustain his 
uplifted hands.  Moses then builds an altar and names it “Yahweh Nissi,” “The LORD is my 
banner!” So we complete our Christmas quartet of prepositions with this concept: Immanuel, 
Deus pro nobis, God in Christ in us, Yahweh Nissi, suggesting “God over us” as our 
banner. But we add this note from the Song of Solomon, widely interpreted as a parable of 
Christ and the church, as groom and bride.  The beautiful maiden bears witness regarding 
her lover: “He has taken me to the banquet hall, and his banner over me is love.” The 
Lord is indeed our banner, but He came personally to the earth and to our race in order to 
marry us because of His love! Do you see why God is so concerned for the sacredness of 
the institution of marriage? That’s the intimacy He longs to have with His human creatures 
made in His image. 

This is what we illustrate as we participate in communion, retelling the story of how we 
received Him at His first coming: with rejection, humiliation, cruelty, and murder; but also the 
story of how He responded in peace: turning the other cheek, declaring incredible 
forgiveness and mercy, acting out the grace and truth that were in His heart.  Broken by us 
and for our sakes (like the bread), poured out by us and because of our sin (like the cup), 
nevertheless, He could not be defeated, not by our hatred nor by the enemy’s schemes nor 
by death itself!  He continued to reign on behalf of humanity, even under the worst suffering 
and humiliation, and the Kingdom He established is what He makes available in His 
resurrection to all who will call on Him in faith.  This we celebrate … in communion, at 
Christmas, and always. 

 


