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Introduction: Do you know your eight family surnames? That is, the double surnames of 
your grandparents. Maybe some will remember the 2014 Spanish movie entitled Ocho 
apellidos vascos; it highlighted the importance given to a “pure lineage” in traditional Basque 
culture (you needed at least the three previous generations to be of pure Basque surnames 
in order to qualify). I’m not recommending the movie, nor did I see it, but it is culturally 
revealing regarding both Spanish and Basque traditions: it's about a guy from Seville who 
gets involved with a girl from the Basque region, then tries to pass for Basque with her father 
(but he slips up on one of his eight surnames). In other words, they really had a lot of pride in 
their pure ancestry and Basque heritage. 

So in Spanish culture, every person has two surnames: one from each parent, and each 
parent also has two surnames; so the double surnames from each grandparent give you 
your “eight ancestral surnames.” This obviously requires some keeping up with family 
history, staying on top of family records. I’ve always appreciated the double surname system 
as a great way to help keep up with your ancestors and where you came from.  Fortunately, 
my maternal grandfather was really passionate about this matter, so he did a lot of research 
on our family. So in my case, my father’s surname was obviously Dixon, and his mother was 
a Malone; my mother’s surname was Cornelius, and her mother’s surname was Coleman. 
So when we take it another step back, my paternal grandfather was C.O. Dixon, whose 
mother’s maiden name was Susan Derrick; and my grandmother was Edith Malone, whose 
mother was Rebecca Mayfield; my maternal grandfather was R.E. Cornelius, whose mother 
was Margaret Williams, and my maternal grandmother was Clara Jennie Coleman, whose 
mother was Martha Wells.  My eight surnames then: Dixon-Derrick, Malone-Mayfield; 
Cornelius-Williams, Coleman-Wells. Pride in our ancestry has its place in terms of gratitude 
for how God has brought us into being, but it’s never a positive thing to imagine that a 
certain mix – for example, of English, Scottish, Irish, and German, in my case – is any better 
than some other mix. All my ancestors were hopeless sinners if it weren’t for Jesus – in 
effect, “damaged goods” in need of redemption! 

1) When it came to genealogies, the Jews were experts, much more meticulous even than 
the Basques! They took great pride in a pure blood line!  In the time of Ezra, when some 
Levites couldn’t prove their ancestry all the way back to Aaron, they were excluded from 
exercising the priesthood (Ez. 2); and others couldn’t prove their Israelite ancestry because 
they had lost their records (Neh. 7), barring them from the congregation of Israel.  And we 
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thought the Basques were picky!  How important is it to be “pure-bred”?  Was Jesus a pure-
bred Jew? We have His lineage well mapped out in two of the Gospels, apparently showing 
both sides of the family back to King David (even though He was not immediately related to 
Joseph): Matthew 1 presents Joseph’s line (Jesus’ legal status), while Luke 3 presents 
Mary’s (Jesus’ true blood line, all the way back to Adam).  Not all the names from every 
generation were always included (e.g., three kings left out of Matthew’s genealogy: Ahaziah, 
Joash, and Amaziah, perhaps because Ahaziah’s grandmother was Jezebel, a Phoenician 
Baal-worshiper!).  Going further back, we find Tamar, Judah’s Canaanite daughter-in-law, 
who subsequently bore him twins, one of which (Perez) was an ancestor of Jesus.  Then 
later came Rahab, the prostitute from Jericho, who saved her life and her family’s by helping 
the Israelite spies, then was married to an Israelite (Salmon) who, of course, brings to mind 
Ruth, the Moabitess, who married Salmon and Rahab’s son Boaz (this means that the great 
grandparents of King David had more foreign blood than Israelite!). So maybe Jesus wasn’t 
so purely Jewish after all!  

Actually, God was never racist (in case we thought otherwise)!  Acts 17 says He made us all 
from one lineage; in other words, the same blood flows in all our veins!  He set up those 
prohibitions about marrying foreigners because of His concern over the terrible influence of 
paganism and idolatry among those peoples that surrounded Israel. He knew how 
contagious it was, and He was absolutely right!  We are so susceptible to the paganism all 
around us … as well as to the hidden idolatry in our own hearts!  

So is there something we’re missing in the way we celebrate Christmas and how we convey 
the Christmas message?  Just look how humbly it all began, and then notice what it has 
come to be today!  Everybody loves the lights and tinsel, but not many are truly interested in 
this humble Savior. Yet after all, what we needed wasn’t someone who was pure-blooded 
and spectacular, but someone who was pure-hearted and free of the fleshly pride that 
characterizes us humans in general.  To reach the place of our true need, it had to be 
through the “seed of Adam, born of a woman,” one of us, so inevitably this was going to be a 
messy process, but that was no obstacle for God – He was totally used to working with 
sinners and our messy situations to accomplish His purposes! Yet to redeem us out of the 
hand of the enemy, He needed someone who was NOT in the hands of the enemy, NOT a 
sinner, but still from the seed of Adam: “born of woman, born under the law,” but someone in 
perfect alignment with Him. In effect, God needed a perfect Israelite to serve as our 
Kinsman-Redeemer, the way Boaz had served to redeem Ruth and Naomi.  We were 
desperate for a Savior who could deal with our sin problem and rescue us from our greatest 
enemy. Otherwise, we were stuck in the dark and misery of our slavery to selfishness and 
spiritual captivity!  

2) So this was why God had to use the virgin birth (not because sin is somehow 
transmitted through the male sperm while the female egg is free of contamination; sin is not 
physical or material, but a spiritual contagion).  So God’s Holy Spirit took the place of a 
human father, breathing life into Mary’s womb just as He had breathed life into Adam and 
Eve, except that this time it was His own life: God Himself was stepping into the stream of 
humanity, grafting Himself into our family tree, risking Himself as a creature of dust. Almighty 
God was reducing Himself to a human fetus. And since Mary was an unwed mother, 
probably still a teenager, by today’s standards she was clearly a prime candidate for 
eliminating the “undesired fetus.” Yet the imago Dei in Jesus did not develop gradually; it 
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was there from the beginning!  Does this tell us anything about the sacredness of human 
life? The fact that our Creator has sanctified that smallest, most defenseless form with His 
own presence should make clear the true value of those little ones!   

Naturally, Joseph was a bit taken aback when he found out his fiancé was pregnant, and he 
knew it wasn’t his child!  But he was a decent chap – he wouldn’t make a spectacle of her 
(i.e., embarrass her publicly): he would find a quiet way to dissolve this relationship, 
something discreet and private.  Only a dream from a heavenly messenger could change his 
mind: “Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, because what 
is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit.  She will bear a son, and you shall call his 
name Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins” (Mt. 1:20-21).  Focus on 
that name for a moment: Joseph heard the name Jesus in Hebrew as Yeshua, which He 
knew meant “Yahweh saves”; then the angel clarified that this child would save His people 
from their sins.  Yet the prophetic word that Matthew quotes from Isaiah 7 says the child 
would be called Immanuel, whose exact meaning is “with us [is] God.”  This child would 
bring God’s presence fully into the human scenario!  Matthew and Luke both give this 
witness: Jesus engendered by the Holy Spirit, the Holy Spirit would “come upon Mary.”  
John’s witness was that the Logos became flesh, a real human (Jn. 1:14).  Paul declared 
that the one who was equal with God emptied Himself of heavenly glory, divested Himself of 
divine privilege, and took the form of a lowly servant (Php. 2:6-7).  The writer to the Hebrews 
affirmed that the Author of our salvation was made to “share in flesh and blood” like us, and 
that He was not ashamed to call us His brothers and sisters (Heb. 2:11-14).  All were giving 
the same testimony!  And this was not just their opinion, or speculation; there was no 
guesswork involved. Rather, this was the only logical interpretation of this amazing life; 
specifically, this was a spiritual revelation confirmed through all of them!  In other words, it’s 
historical testimony to the truth that impacts our world and our lives with the power of God to 
rescue us from the enemy’s attempts to confuse, sidetrack, and destroy! 

3) So how important is that? Turns out it’s very important, because today there are so many 
voices that ridicule the idea of the virgin birth – that can only make jokes about it … even 
within some sectors of the church!  An attack on the virgin birth is an attack on the 
incarnation, which is an attack on the heart of the Christian faith. Is the Virgin Birth any 
harder for God to accomplish than the creation of the universe or the resurrection of Jesus?  
It’s like saying there’s no such thing as miracles – ever! Of course, this is the view of a 
growing number of skeptics in our world, materialists who place all their hope in technology 
and science and agnostic mindfulness.  They’re the ones pushing for new laws providing for 
abortion all the way to birth, and sponsoring the relentless attacks on God’s design for 
marriage, family, and sexuality.  All these issues have one thing in common: they’re part of a 
coordinated attack on the image of God in humans. Our world so urgently needs the 
message of Christmas! 

American astronomer and astrophysicist Carl Sagan wrote in his 1997 book, Pale Blue Dot: 
A Vision of the Human Future in Space: “Our planet is a lonely speck in the great enveloping 
cosmic dark. … In our obscurity, in all of this vastness, there is no hint that help will come 
from elsewhere to save us from ourselves.”  No hint of help says one of our supposedly 
most knowledgeable humans … but what does the incarnation say?  Foretold by 
hundreds of prophecies, fulfilled in unimaginable ways by a Kinsman-Redeemer who is 
incomparable, in Jesus the Messiah we see a light that has dawned from beyond this 
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world on all those who walked in darkness … as God waited patiently in a young woman’s 
womb to begin breathing our air, walking in our skin, struggling with our temptations and 
anxieties, carrying our burdens, bearing our sins, loving us in the face of all our rebellion, 
providing us with real light and hope! 

Affirming the incarnation means affirming that life does indeed have meaning, that my life 
does matter, that God really cares and He came for us all!  Amen! 

   

 


