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Introduction:  Today represents the end of the Jewish Feast of Tabernacles, when the 
Israelites celebrated a solemn assembly, finalizing their time of dwelling in temporary 
shelters and their special commemoration of their 40-year pilgrimage in the desert under 
God’s care.  Solemn assemblies were also held at Passover and other very sacred moments 
in Israel’s history, especially as a time of renewing the covenant.  So today we also want to 
hold a solemn assembly, recalling God’s gracious provision for us, even in our deserts …  

Forgetfulness was a real problem for the Israelites, as it can be for us. While forgetfulness 
can be related to things like tiredness or lack of concentration, distraction or depression, 
anxiety, stress, sleep disorders, pregnancy and children, grieving, drug abuse, or simple 
disinterest, God’s diagnosis says the really troubling kind of forgetting is most commonly due 
to spiritual reasons. This is why we find so many warnings to the Israelites in Scripture not to 
forget: 

When you have eaten and are satisfied, praise the LORD your God for the good 
land he has given you. 11 Be careful that you do not forget the LORD your God, 
failing to observe his commands, his laws and his decrees that I am giving you 
this day. 12 Otherwise, when you eat and are satisfied, when you build fine 
houses and settle down, 13 and when your herds and flocks grow large and your 
silver and gold increase and all you have is multiplied, 14 then your heart will 
become proud and you will forget the LORD your God, who brought you out of 
Egypt, out of the land of slavery. (Deut. 8:10-14) 

Don’t let your heart become proud so that you forget the Lord your God! 

The Israelites’ problem with forgetfulness was not organic or due to aging.  It was a matter of 
wrong priorities, distractedness, willful shortsightedness, and lack of faith in God.  When it 
comes to spiritual matters, our forgetfulness usually springs from the same sources.  Again 
and again the Israelites just forgot to remember God’s many kindnesses to them, His 
faithfulness to His Word, His covenant promises, His holiness, majesty and authority.  As a 
result, they frequently fell into rebellion and wickedness, envy, jealousy, and resentment.  
But the root of it all? When you’re envious or resentful, most likely your problem stems from 
misdirected worship (idolatry). 
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Yet he saved them for his name’s sake, to make his mighty power known. 9 He 
rebuked the Red Sea, and it dried up; he led them through the depths as through 
a desert. 10 He saved them from the hand of the foe; from the hand of the enemy 
he redeemed them. 11 The waters covered their adversaries; not one of them 
survived. 12 Then they believed his promises and sang his praise. 
13 But they soon forgot what he had done and did not wait for his plan to unfold. 
(Ps. 106:8-13)  

“They soon forgot what he had done…” May we pause a moment to confess our own 
misdirected worship and spiritual forgetfulness?   

So the Israelites fell into all kinds of sins, again and again!  But in the midst of all their 
forgetfulness God remembered His covenant, His promises and good purposes for them.  
He knew that this new family He had established through Abraham had actually become part 
of the problem, and that He would have to take more drastic measures to redeem His 
creatures from their forgetfulness; yet those measures were already in His plan since before 
the foundation of the world!  It was the new covenant He would make with humanity, sealed 
with the blood of His own Son, our Lord Jesus.  It’s in remembrance of Him that we gather 
here on Sundays, calling to mind His great sacrifice for our sakes.  You and I are responsible 
for remembering the greatness of our God and His love every day, but to help reinforce the 
neural functioning of our mind and soul, God calls us to come together in public worship and 
collective “active retrieval” of spiritual truth and experience.  God is the best psychologist that 
ever was, and He knows our natural tendency to forget; so this is why He established 
patterns, rhythms, and celebrations in the life of His people that were intended to draw us 
back to Him again and again as the true Source of our life! 

1) A solemn assembly is a time to remember, to overcome our forgetfulness, first of all, by 
calling to mind God’s sovereignty, faithfulness, and love: He is Lord of all creation, Lord 
over all history, Lord of all flesh, of every nation. But He’s also a seeking, missionary God, 
longing to bring all His children home to Himself, yearning that all should come to accept the 
truth, bowing before Him in repentance and confession of His name. WE’RE CALLED TO 
REMEMBER WHO HE IS … 

His sovereignty: 

Give praise to the LORD, proclaim his name; make known among the nations 
what he has done. 2 Sing to him, sing praise to him; tell of all his wonderful acts. 
3 Glory in his holy name; let the hearts of those who seek the LORD rejoice. 
4 Look to the LORD and his strength; seek his face always. 

5 Remember the wonders he has done, his miracles, and the judgments he 
pronounced, 6 you his servants, the descendants of Abraham, his chosen ones, 
the children of Jacob. (Ps. 105:1-6) 

His faithfulness: 

I remember my affliction and my wandering, the bitterness and the gall. 20 I well 
remember them, and my soul is downcast within me. 21 Yet this I call to mind and 
therefore I have hope: 22 Because of the LORD’s great love we are not consumed, 
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for his compassions never fail. 23 They are new every morning; great is your 
faithfulness. (Lam. 3:19-23) 

His love: 

And hope does not put us to shame, because God’s love has been poured out 
into our hearts through the Holy Spirit, who has been given to us. 
6 You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for the 
ungodly. 7 Very rarely will anyone die for a righteous person, though for a good 
person someone might possibly dare to die. 8 But God demonstrates his own 
love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us. (Rom. 5:5-8)   

Let’s confess Him together … 
 

Holy God, we confess you as our sovereign Creator, faithful in all your ways, so 
loving that You sent Your Son to earth wearing our flesh, dressed in our mortality, so 
that He could become our Advocate and Rescuer – in spite of our awful rebellion and 
rejection! 

We confess You, Jesus, as our worthy LORD who became a Servant for our sakes, the 
One who took on our curse and turned it into the greatest blessing of all time. To redeem 
our lives, You sacrificed Yours! To free us from ourselves, You overcame sin and death 
on our behalf. 

We confess You, Holy Spirit, because your kindness leads us to repentance, your comfort 
draws us close to the heart of God. We long for Your teaching and correcting; we submit 
to Your molding and shaping, even through hardships and suffering, so that we may 
participate in Your Kingdom plan and be Your witnesses here on earth. 

2) A solemn assembly is also a time TO REMEMBER and CONFESS WHO WE ARE, 
calling to mind how fleeting our lives are.  

Show me, Lord, my life’s end and the number of my days; let me know how 
fleeting my life is. 5 You have made my days a mere handbreadth; the span of my 
years is as nothing before you. Everyone is but a breath, even those who seem 
secure. 
6 Surely everyone goes around like a mere phantom; in vain they rush 
about, heaping up wealth without knowing whose it will finally be. 
7 But now, Lord, what do I look for? My hope is in you. (Ps. 39:4-7) 

Charlie Brown is a famous cartoon character known for his homespun wisdom. He once said 
to his dog Snoopy, “One day we’re all gonna die.”  Snoopy responded with “But all the other 
days we have to live!” Indeed we are going to die “one day” (sooner or later), but until that 
time comes, we need to wake up and live!  How do we learn the value of “now” before it’s 
gone forever?!    

We need to remember who we are, and not waste time about it!  But that is such a difficult 
matter today because of all the deceitful and false messages that our world bombards us 
with.  Our true identity is constantly being challenged – depending on what you wear, how 
you talk, your ethnic origin, background, education, etc. But nowhere do we suffer more 
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attacks than in the area of our sexuality, which is an attack on our humanity! The human 
body is God’s creation, and sexual identity is His invention, based on the genes and biology 
you inherited from your parents.  So whenever someone rejects their biological sex or 
disagrees with their God-given gender identity, it can only lead to emotional chaos and 
spiritual confusion. Anyone who tries to convince you that it’s OK to change your sex or to 
experiment with your sexuality outside of marriage – that voice is simply NOT from God. 

This is why we desperately need to know our identity in Christ, meaning who we are in 
God’s eyes. That’s what really matters – in the long run and the short run!  Remember that in 
Christ you are … 

A child of God: 

He was in the world, and though the world was made through him, the world did 
not recognize him. 11 He came to that which was his own, but his own did not 
receive him. 12 Yet to all who did receive him, to those who believed in his 
name, he gave the right to become children of God— 13 children born not of 
natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband’s will, but born of God. 
(John 1:10-13) 

A servant of God: 

Jesus called them together and said, “You know that those who are regarded as 
rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their high officials exercise authority 
over them. 43 Not so with you. Instead, whoever wants to become great among 
you must be your servant, 44 and whoever wants to be first must be slave of 
all. 45 For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to 
give his life as a ransom for many.” (Mark 10:42-45) 

Friends with Jesus: 

My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you. 13 Greater love has no 
one than this: to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. 14 You are my friends if you 
do what I command. 15 I no longer call you servants, because a servant does not 
know his master’s business. Instead, I have called you friends, for everything 
that I learned from my Father I have made known to you. (John 15:12-15)   

Let’s take a moment to confess who we are in Jesus Christ … 

Dear Lord, we confess that we do not know ourselves apart from You, our Maker and 
Redeemer. You have called us to know You by taking up our cross. You invite us to learn 
from you, so that we identify with You and become Your ambassadors in this world, filled 
with Your truth and grace in our inmost being.  As we kneel before your cross, we lift You 
high in our hearts.   When we treasure Your presence as our greatest possession, we find 
less and less room for our own agendas, and we desire more and more to be like You, 
and to be active in Your mission. We humbly and joyfully confess Your powerful name, 
Lord Jesus – over our little lives, over our families, over our work, our needs, and all our 
concerns. 
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3) A solemn assembly is also a time to remember and confess our sins, and claim Jesus’ 
forgiveness and cleansing.  In the book of Nehemiah, at the end of the celebration of the 
Feast of Tabernacles, the people held a solemn assembly in which they spent half the day 
reading God’s Word, worshiping and confessing their sins.  Do you think we would ever have 
enough spiritual energy to hold up for that? 

On the twenty-fourth day of the same month, the Israelites gathered together, 
fasting and wearing sackcloth and putting dust on their heads. 2 Those of 
Israelite descent had separated themselves from all foreigners. They stood in 
their places and confessed their sins and the sins of their ancestors. 3 They 
stood where they were and read from the Book of the Law of the Lord their God 
for a quarter of the day, and spent another quarter in confession and in 
worshiping the Lord their God. (Neh. 9:1-3) 

Once we had the opportunity to hear a former missionary to Guatemala recount an 
experience he had while starting a new work in the mountain village of San Rafael.  He said 
they were teaching the people about Christ in the patio of one of the homes, with the help of 
believers from another nearby village.  One of the first converts was a man named Ernesto, 
who had such a sincere faith and powerful witness that other villagers were won to the Lord 
thanks to his testimony.  After a number of the people had believed and followed the Lord in 
baptism, they began to teach them about the Lord’s Supper, explaining the biblical context 
and the symbolism of the bread and cup.  Then they told them that the following Sunday 
during their worship time they would have a special celebration known as the Lord’s 
Supper, and all those who had been baptized would be invited to participate.  So the next 
Sunday the missionaries bought some grape soda in one of the villages where there was a 
tienda (they only had orange).  Someone had brought some sweet bread for the celebration. 
So after some singing and a brief message reminding the listeners of how Christ’s sacrifice 
on the cross is depicted in the broken bread and the cup, the missionary read the passage 
from 1 Cor. that talks about not participating in the Lord’s Supper in an unworthy manner, 
because anyone who eats and drinks unworthily is bringing judgment upon himself.  After 
that, as they were ready to begin the celebration of the Lord’s Supper, the missionary 
asked Ernesto if he would come up and help serve the bread and drink to the participants.  
But Ernesto said no.  Well, the missionary didn’t know exactly what to make of that, so he 
simply asked Ernesto if anything was wrong.  Ernesto confessed that he had said some 
rather harsh words to one of his animals that week, and he shouldn’t participate in the Lord’s 
Supper because if he got sick and died, his family would have no one to take care of them.  
The missionary was deeply moved.  But then he reminded Ernesto of 1 Jn. 1:9: “Si 
confesamos nuestros pecados, Él es fiel y justo para perdonar nuestros pecados y 
limpiarnos de toda maldad.”  Then the missionary asked Ernesto if he would like to 
confess his sin.  Ernesto asked, “Cuándo?”  And the missionary responded, “Ahora 
mismo.”  So right then and there Ernesto prayed, opening his heart in front of everybody, 
confessing his wrong and asking forgiveness.  Then he helped the missionary serve the 
Lord’s Supper.  What an example for us.  We are called to remember when we have failed 
to act in love and mercy, and to confess it so that Christ’s sacrifice may have its sweet fruit 
in our lives: His faithfulness, righteousness, cleansing … taking over our priorities, 
relationships, goals, thoughts and attitudes, words and actions. 
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Will you subscribe to this common confession with me?  Let’s confess our sins together 
… 

O Lord, how greatly we have misused our freedom: we have not always acted 
responsibly, we have often acted selfishly, with unbecoming pride; we have sometimes 
hurt ourselves and others.  We cannot remedy our sins, but only confess them and repent 
of them. We grieve over all the abuse and unkindness in our world, and we confess that 
our race is truly the source of it all. 

We acknowledge that You too are grieved over what we’ve done to one another and to 
Your creation, and we plead for Your mercy, which You poured out at Calvary’s cross.  
We plead for Your transforming grace to open our eyes, in Jesus’ name; to forgive our 
sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness, in Jesus’ name; to change our hearts, in 
Jesus’ name; to cause us to worship You alone and to love one another as You have 
loved us, in Jesus’ name. 

 

 

 

 


