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The	blessing	found	in	waiting	
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Life	 is	filled	with	times	of	waiting.	We	wait	for	buses.	For	 lines	at	the	supermarket.	For	phone	calls,	e-
mails,	 traffic	 lights,	 food	 that	we’ve	ordered,	new	 jobs,	 and	 so	many	other	 things.	 So	how	are	you	at	
waiting?	How	are	you	at	waiting	when	it	takes	longer	than	you	expected?	How	are	you	at	waiting	when	
it’s	taken	longer	than	you	expected	and	it’s	really	important?	How	are	you	at	waiting	when’s	it’s	taken	
longer	that	you	expected,	it’s	really	important,	and	you	don’t	even	know	for	sure	if	it	will	ever	happen?	
The	job,	the	promotion,	the	apology,	marriage,	having	children,	healing,	legal	papers,	etc.		

Have	you	been	there	before?	Waiting.	Are	you	there	now?	How	do	you	handle	it?	Do	you	cry?	Do	you	
get	angry?	Do	you	worry?	Do	you	blame	.	 .	 .	God,	others,	yourself?	Do	you	try	to	control	and	make	 it	
happen	on	your	own?	Do	you	quit	waiting	and	settle	for	second	best	.	.	.	instead	of	God’s	best?	

The	Bible	is	very	familiar	with	waiting.	Listen	to	these	words:		

“Be	merciful	to	me,	LORD,	for	I	am	faint;	O	LORD,	heal	me,	for	my	bones	are	in	agony.	3	My	soul	is	
in	anguish.	How	long,	O	LORD,	how	long?		4	Turn,	O	LORD,	and	deliver	me;	save	me	because	of	your	
unfailing	love.”	(Psalm	6:2-4)						

“How	long,	O	LORD,	must	I	call	for	help,	but	you	do	not	listen?	Or	cry	out	to	you,	"Violence!"	but	
you	 do	 not	 save?	 	3	 Why	 do	 you	 make	 me	 look	 at	 injustice?	 Why	 do	 you	 tolerate	 wrong?	
Destruction	and	violence	are	before	me;	there	is	strife,	and	conflict	abounds.”	(Habakkuk	1:2-3)			

“How	long,	O	LORD?	Will	you	forget	me	forever?	How	long	will	you	hide	your	face	from	me?	2	How	
long	must	 I	wrestle	with	my	thoughts	and	every	day	have	sorrow	in	my	heart?	How	long	will	my	
enemy	triumph	over	me?”	(Psalm	13:1-2)	

Waiting	is	difficult,	but	is	it	possible?	Is	it	worth	it?	God’s	Word	would	say	“yes”.	The	scriptures	call	us	to	
be	 patient	 in	 the	 midst	 of	 waiting,	 but	 we	 must	 see	 waiting	 from	 God’s	 perspective	 to	 begin	 to	
experience	waiting	as	a	blessing	and	not	as	a	curse.	Waiting	can	draw	us	closer	to	God	if	we	will	let	it.		
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Next	Sunday	is	the	day	of	Pentecost,	the	day	that	is	described	in	Acts	2	when	the	Holy	Spirit	came	after	
Jesus’	ascension.	Today	we	want	to	prepare	for	Pentecost	by	 joining	with	the	disciples	 in	the	midst	of	
their	waiting,	when	Jesus	had	already	ascended	to	heaven	and	the	Holy	Spirit	had	not	yet	come.		

*					*					*	

The	book	of	Acts	begins	right	where	the	book	of	Luke	left	off.	The	beginning	of	Acts	1	recounts	the	story:		

3	He	 presented	 himself	 alive	 to	 them	 after	 his	 suffering	 by	 many	 proofs,	 appearing	 to	 them	
during	forty	days	and	speaking	about	the	kingdom	of	God.	
4	And	while	staying	with	them	he	ordered	them	not	to	depart	from	Jerusalem,	but	to	wait	for	the	
promise	of	the	Father,	which,	he	said,	“you	heard	from	me;	5	for	John	baptized	with	water,	but	
you	will	be	baptized	with	the	Holy	Spirit	not	many	days	from	now.”	

“8	But	 you	 will	 receive	power	when	 the	 Holy	 Spirit	 has	 come	 upon	 you,	 and	you	 will	 be	my	
witnesses	 in	Jerusalem	and	in	all	Judea	and	Samaria,	and	to	the	end	of	the	earth.”	9	And	when	
he	had	said	these	things,	as	they	were	looking	on,	he	was	lifted	up,	and	a	cloud	took	him	out	of	
their	 sight.	10	And	while	 they	were	 gazing	 into	 heaven	 as	 he	went,	 behold,	two	men	 stood	 by	
them	 in	white	 robes,	11	and	said,	“Men	of	Galilee,	why	do	you	stand	 looking	 into	heaven?	This	
Jesus,	who	was	taken	up	from	you	into	heaven,	will	come	in	the	same	way	as	you	saw	him	go	
into	heaven.”	

Jesus	had	been	crucified	during	 the	Passover	celebration.	He	had	been	 raised	 from	the	dead	and	had	
spent	40	days	with	His	followers	showing	many	proofs	that	He	truly	was	alive.	It	must	have	been	such	an	
exhilarating	 time	 for	 the	disciples.	 Jesus	was	alive!	 Jesus	 taught	 them	about	 the	 kingdom	of	God	and	
instructed	them	not	to	leave	Jerusalem,	but	to	wait	for	the	promise	of	the	Father.	He	told	them	of	how	
the	Holy	Spirit	would	come	upon	them,	and	how	they	were	to	make	disciples	of	all	nations	and	how	they	
would	be	His	witnesses	in	Jerusalem,	in	all	Judea	and	Samaria,	and	to	the	ends	of	the	earth	.	.	.	Then	as	
they	all	were	gathered	together	on	the	Mount	of	Olives,	He	ascended	to	heaven.		

So,	there	they	were.	Christ	had	gone	and	all	they	had	was	His	character	and	His	command	to	cling	to.			

After	Jesus	ascended	to	heaven	from	the	Mount	of	Olives	they	took	the	short	walk	back	to	Jerusalem.	
Scripture	tells	how	they	gathered	in	the	upper	room	and	waited.	Acts	2:14	tells	us	how	120	followers	of	
Christ	gathered,	“in	one	accord,	devoting	themselves	to	prayer.”		

Think	about	the	faith	that	was	required	as	they	waited	on	the	Lord.	 	They	were	followers	of	One	who	
had	been	killed	by	 the	Romans	and	 the	 religious	 leaders	of	 the	day.	They	very	 likely	 felt	 in	danger	as	
well.	They	had	seen	the	ascension	of	Christ	and	angels	afterwards.	What	would	the	coming	of	the	Holy	
Spirit	 be	 like?	 How	 would	 they	 recognize	 Him	 when	 He	 came?	 How	 long	 would	 they	 have	 to	 wait,	
devoting	themselves	to	prayer	in	Jerusalem	in	this	upper	room?	What	would	it	be	like	to	be	witnesses	to	
the	whole	world?	So	many	questions,	and	yet	they	clung	to	the	character	and	the	commands	of	Christ.		
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God	had	brought	them	face	to	face	with	a	situation	that	gave	them	no	choice	but	to	put	their	hope	in	
Him.	They	returned	to	Jerusalem	and	in	prayer	waited	for	the	coming	of	the	Holy	Spirit.	As	they	obeyed	
what	they	had	already	been	told,	it	prepared	them	for	what	was	to	come.		

We	see	this	obedient	waiting	throughout	scripture.		

Like	 Joseph	 in	 the	book	of	Genesis,	even	after	he	had	been	sold	 into	slavery	by	his	brothers	and	 later	
was	falsely	accused	and	thrown	into	prison,	as	he	lived	faithfully	in	the	present,	one	day	at	a	time,	God	
prepared	him	for	the	future	and	the	mighty	ways	that	God	would	eventually	use	in	Joseph´s	life.		

We	see	the	people	of	Israel	doing	the	same	during	their	time	of	traveling	through	the	wilderness.	God	
led	them	by	a	pillar	of	clouds	by	day	and	a	pillar	of	fire	by	night.	They	did	not	know	the	way	or	the	time	
to	arrive	in	the	promised	land.	Their	only	responsibility	was	to	wait	on	the	Lord.	As	long	as	the	pillar	of	
cloud	and	pillar	of	fire	remained	unmoved,	above	the	tabernacle,	they	were	to	stay	in	place.	Maybe	for	
weeks,	months	or	 even	 years	 at	 a	 time.	But	once	 the	pillars	began	 to	move,	 they	 all	 packed	up	 their	
tents	 and	 belongings	 and	 followed	 God.	 As	 they	 were	 obedient	 in	 the	 present	 day,	 they	 could	 be	
confident	that	God	would	lead	them	into	the	future	that	He	had	planned	for	them.		

But	why	do	we	struggle	so	much	with	waiting?	We	want	what	we	want	when	want	it.		

There	 are	 different	 reasons	why	we	 are	 not	 good	 at	waiting.	 Sometimes	 it	 is	 selfishness	 because	we	
think	our	plans	or	schedules	are	more	important	than	those	of	others.	At	other	times	we	are	impatient	
because	we	believe	that	we	know	best	about	our	situations	and	surely	God	is	late.	Some	of	us	struggle	
with	waiting	because	we	are	not	totally	sure	if	God	and	his	teachings	can	be	trusted.	Still	others	find	it	
very	difficult	because	deep	down	we	are	not	sure	that	God	is	big	enough	to	handle	our	situation.	

Some	might	reason,	God	is	all-powerful,	since	we	are	his	children	why	can´t	we	just	go	to	the	front	of	
the	line	or	get	what	is	needed	immediately?	Why	is	waiting	even	necessary?	

Waiting	often	feels	like	something	bad,	but	in	reality	it	is	a	tool	in	the	hands	of	God.		

Waiting	 reveals	 if	 we	 are	 ready	 to	 trust	 God	 before	 we	 move	 ahead.	 Waiting	 reminds	 us	 that	 the	
situation	 is	beyond	our	control.	Because	of	this,	waiting	moves	us	away	from	self-sufficiency	and	back	
towards	dependence	on	God.	Waiting	helps	us	put	our	trust	more	fully	in	Christ.	Waiting	reminds	us	that	
we	 are	 not	 God	 and	 we	 are	 not	 in	 charge.	 Waiting	 give	 us	 an	 opportunity	 to	 exercise	 faith	 and	
experience	God	in	a	new	way.		

At	times	waiting	calls	us	to	patience	and	contentment.	At	other	times	waiting	moves	us	towards	trust	
and	surrender.	At	times	waiting	grants	us	time	to	prepare	for	what	is	to	come	as	we	wait	on	the	Lord.	
Waiting	demands	patience,	remembering	that	God´s	timing	is	perfect,	orderly	and	wise.		

Waiting	either	encourages	us	or	convicts	us	in	regard	to	faith.	

Waiting	seems	to	rob	us	of	 joy	and	test	our	 faith,	but	 in	 reality	 it	 is	an	opportunity	 for	our	soul	 to	be	
revived	and	our	spirit	to	be	renewed:		
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"But	those	who	wait	on	the	LORD	will	renew	their	strength;	they	will	soar	on	wings	like	eagles;	
they	will	run	and	not	grow	weary;	they	will	walk	and	not	faint."	(Isaiah	40:31)		

“I	waited	patiently	 for	 the	 LORD;	he	 turned	 to	me	and	heard	my	 cry.	He	 lifted	me	out	 of	 the	
slimy	pit,	out	of	the	mud	and	mire;	he	set	my	feet	on	a	rock	and	gave	me	a	firm	place	to	stand.”	
(Psalm	40:1-2,	5)	

“Be	still	and	know	that	I	am	God.”	(Psalm	46:10)	

We	must	wait	on	God	by	drawing	near	 to	Christ.	As	we	believe	 that	God	 is	 in	 control	we	can	 receive	
waiting	 for	 the	 blessing	 that	 it	 is.	 As	we	 plant	 and	 nurture	 the	 seeds	 of	 obedience	 and	 faith,	we	 can	
watch	with	expectancy,	as	does	a	farmer	for	the	harvest.		James	5:7-8,	10-11,	describes	it	this	way:	

“Be	patient,	 then,	brothers,	until	 the	Lord's	 coming.	See	how	the	 farmer	waits	 for	 the	 land	 to	
yield	 its	 valuable	 crop	 and	 how	 patient	 he	 is	 for	 the	 autumn	 and	 spring	 rains.	 8	 You	 too,	 be	
patient	and	stand	firm,	because	the	Lord's	coming	is	near.”			

“10	Brothers,	as	an	example	of	patience	in	the	face	of	suffering,	take	the	prophets	who	spoke	in	
the	name	of	the	Lord.	11	As	you	know,	we	consider	blessed	those	who	have	persevered.	You	have	
heard	of	Job's	perseverance	and	have	seen	what	the	Lord	finally	brought	about.	The	Lord	is	full	
of	compassion	and	mercy.”		

“So	 then,	 those	who	 suffer	according	 to	God's	will	 should	 commit	 themselves	 to	 their	 faithful	
Creator	and	continue	to	do	good.”	(1	Peter	4:19)	

This	was	the	way	of	the	disciples.	In	faith	of	all	they	knew	Christ	to	be	and	all	that	He	has	told	them	to	
do,	they	waited.	Believing	that	in	His	character	and	His	commands.	As	they	walked	in	faithfulness	they	
would	be	led	into	the	future	that	God	had	for	them	and	the	Spirit	who	was	to	come.		

	


