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Can	you	remember	a	time	when	you	were	treated	unjustly	because	you	were	a	Christian,	trying	to	do	
the	right	thing?	Maybe	you	were	mocked	or	made	fun	of.	Maybe	you	were	ostracized	and	discredited.	
Maybe	you	were	overlooked,	uninvited,	or	humiliated	for	no	other	reason	than	trying	to	do	what	Christ	
would	have	you	do.	To	those	of	you	who	can	relate,	Jesus	says	this:	

“	 10	Blessed	are	 those	who	are	persecuted	 for	 righteousness'	 sake,	 for	theirs	 is	 the	kingdom	of	
heaven.	11	Blessed	are	you	when	others	revile	you	and	persecute	you	and	utter	all	kinds	of	evil	
against	 you	 falsely	on	my	account.	12	Rejoice	and	be	glad,	 for	 your	 reward	 is	 great	 in	 heaven,	
for	so	they	persecuted	the	prophets	who	were	before	you.”	(Matthew	5:10-12)			

In	Matthew	5:10-12	we	 stand	 face	 to	 face	with	 a	 teaching	 of	 Jesus	 Christ	 that	 at	 first	 glance	 doesn’t	
make	much	sense	to	us.	How	can	persecution	be	a	blessing?	To	understand,	let’s	first	consider	the	idea	
of	blessing.	

Blessing	 is	 that	 settled,	 restful	 place	 in	 the	 Christian	 life,	 where	 one	 walks	 with	 God,	 as	 their	 full	
confidence.	The	rock	that	their	life	is	built	upon.	The	peace	that	passes	all	understanding.	Where	all	their	
needs	are	met	in	Christ.	It	is	living	in	total	submission	because	God	is	near,	in	control,	and	faithful	in	all	
things.	 It	 is	 knowing	 that	 we	 no	 longer	 have	 to	 turn	 to	 the	 world	 to	 meet	 our	 needs,	 because	 our	
Provider	lives	within.	Blessing	is	when	we	walk	by	His	side	and	His	favor	is	upon	us.	

Though	it	may	surprise	us,	at	times	persecution	is	even	a	tool	in	the	hand	of	a	holy	God	to	usher	greater	
blessing	into	our	lives.	 	 	

1	Peter	4:12	speaks	of	blessing	and	persecution	in	these	words:	

“Dear	 friends,	do	not	be	 surprised	at	 the	painful	 trial	 you	are	 suffering,	as	 though	 something	
strange	were	happening	 to	you.	But	 rejoice	 that	you	participate	 in	 the	sufferings	of	Christ,	 so	
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that	you	may	be	overjoyed	when	his	glory	is	revealed.	If	you	are	insulted	because	of	the	name	of	
Christ,	you	are	blessed,	for	the	Spirit	of	glory	and	of	God	rests	on	you.	If	you	suffer,	it	should	not	
be	as	a	murderer	or	thief	or	any	other	kind	of	criminal,	or	even	as	a	meddler.	However,	 if	you	
suffer	as	a	Christian,	do	not	be	ashamed,	but	praise	God	that	you	bear	that	name	.	.	.	So	then,	
those	who	suffer	according	to	God’s	will	should	commit	themselves	to	their	faithful	Creator	and	
continue	to	do	good.”	

This	call	to	righteousness	and	persecution	is	very	difficult	for	some	to	accept.	Often	we	have	“marketed”	
Jesus	in	such	a	way	that	we	communicate	that	He	is	here	to	help	us	get	what	we	want.	We	have	said,	if	
you	 want	 peace,	 love,	 joy	 and	 happiness,	 come	 to	 Jesus.	 When	 Jesus	 oftentimes	 said	 the	 complete	
opposite.		

• Luke	9:23-24	–	“If	 anyone	desires	 to	 come	after	Me,	 let	 him	deny	 to	himself,	 and	 take	up	his	
cross	daily,	and	follow	Me.	For	whoever	desires	to	save	his	life	will	lose	it,	but	whoever	loses	his	
life	for	My	sake	will	save	it.”			

• John	15:18-21	–	“If	the	world	hates	you,	keep	in	mind	that	it	hated	me	first.	If	you	belonged	to	
the	world,	 it	would	 love	 you	 as	 its	 own.	 As	 it	 is,	 you	 do	 not	 belong	 to	 the	world,	 but	 I	 have	
chosen	you	out	of	the	world.	That	is	why	the	world	hates	you.	Remember	the	words	I	spoke	to	
you:	‘No	servant	is	greater	than	his	master.’	If	they	persecuted	me,	they	will	persecute	you	also.	
If	 they	obeyed	my	teaching,	they	will	obey	yours	also.	They	will	 treat	you	this	way	because	of	
my	name,	for	they	do	not	know	the	One	who	sent	me.”	

• Philippians	1:29	–	“For	to	you	it	has	been	granted	on	behalf	of	Christ,	not	only	to	believe	in	Him,	
but	also	to	suffer	for	His	sake.”		

• 2	Timothy	3:12	–		“Indeed,	all	who	desire	to	live	godly	lives	in	Christ	Jesus	will	be	persecuted.”		

You	may	be	reading	these	verses	and	thinking:	“What?	No	none	told	me	about	this!”	But	does	Christ	not	
have	the	right	to	ask	of	us	whatever	He	wants?	As	a	follower	of	Christ	we	are	His.	He	has	saved	us	from	
certain	death	and	destruction.	He	has	forgiven	us	a	debt	we	can	never	repay.	He	is	making	us	like	Jesus.	
We	owe	him	everything	that	we	are.	Can	He	not	ask	us	to	endure	persecution	for	His	sake	and	still	be	
just	and	right?			

Matthew	5:10	does	not	say,	“blessed	are	 those	who	are	persecuted.”	 It	 says,	“Blessed	are	those	who	
are	persecuted	for	righteousness’	sake.”	People	will	treat	us	badly	at	times	for	many	different	reasons,	
but	we	cannot	“play	the	martyr”	claiming	this	type	of	persecution,	if	 it	has	not	been	a	response	to	the	
righteousness	that	God	has	worked	in	us.		

This	idea	of	“being	persecuted	for	the	sake	of	righteousness”	often	becomes	a	battle	between	the	fear	
of	man	versus	the	fear	of	God	in	our	 lives.	 It	 is	a	revelation	of	what	or	who	we	truly	worship.	We	find	
ourselves	 in	 a	 situation	where	we	must	 decide	whether	we	will	 please	God	 or	man.	One	 response	 is	
righteous	that	may	bring	persecution	from	others.	The	other	response	will	make	people	happy	but	will	
not	be	righteous,	and	thus	will	draw	us	away	from	the	blessing	of	God.		
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If	we	choose	to	merely	live	a	nominal	Christian	life,	avoiding	all	conflict	and	keeping	our	spiritual	“head	
down”,	and	blending	in	with	the	culture	around	us,	of	course	we	will	avoid	persecution,	but	at	the	same	
time	we	will	be	avoiding	the	blessing	of	God.		

The	story	 is	 told	of	Tertullian,	who	was	a	prolific	early	Christian	writer	who	lived	 in	 the	ancient	city	of	
Carthage	 in	what	 is	 now	Tunisia,	 sometime	 around	 200	AD.	He	was	 born	 a	member	 of	 the	 educated	
classes,	and	clearly	gained	a	good	education.	Life	in	his	time	was	not	very	different	in	some	ways	to	the	
modern	day.	He	indulged	his	passions	as	he	saw	fit,	enjoying	an	immoral	lifestyle,	and	like	everyone	else	
attended	 the	 games	 where	 gladiators	 killed	 each	 other	 and	 criminals	 were	 eaten	 alive,	 for	 the	
enjoyment	of	the	spectators.	

Among	the	sights	he	saw	was	that	of	Christians	being	executed	this	way.	He	was	struck	with	the	courage	
with	which	 stupid	and	 contemptible	 slave	men	and	 little	 slave	girls	 faced	a	hideous	death,	 against	 all	
nature;	and	after	investigating,	became	a	Christian	himself,	and	turned	his	talents	to	writing	in	defense	
of	this	despised	and	victimized	group.	

A	man	once	came	to	him	with	this	problem.	He	told	of	the	business	difficulties	that	his	Christian	values	
were	 bringing	 into	 his	 life.	 He	 ended	 by	 saying,	 "What	 can	 I	 do?	 I	 must	 live!"	 to	 which	 Tertullian	
responded,	"Must	you?"1	

This	same	conversation	can	be	easily	edited	to	fit	our	situations:	

• “If	I	don’t	do	the	ungodly	things	that	my	friends	do,	then	they	will	leave	me.”		-->	Then	let	them	leave.	

• “If	I	live	like	Christ	in	the	work	place,	my	coworkers	will	mock	me.”	-->	Then	let	them	mock.	

• “If	I	don’t	take	part	in	these	illegal	dealings	at	work,	then	I	will	lose	my	job.”	-->	Then	look	for	another	
job.	

• “I	know	this	promotion	at	work	will	take	me	away	from	my	family	and	my	church,	but	if	I	don’t	take	
this	promotion,	then	I’ll	never	be	able	to	reach	my	career	goals.”	-->	Then	change	your	career	goals.	

• “If	 I	 don’t	 sleep	 with	 my	 boyfriend,	 then	 he	 will	 go	 find	 someone	 else.”	 -->	 Then	 let	 him	 go	 find	
someone	else.	

I	don´t	say	this	to	sound	callous	or	to	make	little	of	your	struggle.	I	say	this	to	let	you	know	that	you	are	
blessed	and	are	a	child	of	the	King.	Because	of	that	you	are	free	to	walk	 in	righteousness	and	blessing	
regardless	of	what	persecution	may	come.	To	give	into	temptation	and	to	turn	away	from	righteousness	
will	result	in	your	forfeiting	of	the	blessing	that	God	intended	for	you.		

We	live	as	if	we	have	no	choice,	when	we	do	have	a	choice.	We	are	free	to	do	as	God	commands.	Is	it	
not	a	question	of	faith	and	desire?	Who	is	the	Lord	and	King	of	our	lives?	If	our	allegiance	is	to	Christ,	
then	any	other	desire	that	draws	us	away	from	Christ	will	lose	its	power	over	us.	God	has	promised	to	be	
sufficient	for	our	every	need,	and	that	includes	poverty,	rejection,	solitude	or	even	death.	

																																																													
1	https://www.tertullian.org/readfirst.htm,	read	March	12,	2022	
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We	must	 seek	 first	 the	 kingdom	 of	 God	 and	His	 righteousness,	 trusting	 that	 all	 these	 things	 shall	 be	
added.	

Verse	 10	 then	 concludes	 by	 referring	 to	 the	 Kingdom	 of	 Heaven.	 In	 the	 modern	 world	 the	
understanding	of	king	has	changed	greatly.	Today	you	have	kings	who	are	little	more	than	figure	heads	
attending	state	functions	and	relating	with	representatives	of	other	countries,	but	having	no	real	role	in	
the	governance	of	the	nation.		

These	 are	 completely	 different	 than	 the	 roles	 of	 kings	 in	 biblical	 times.	 In	 those	 times,	 there	 was	 a	
covenant	between	the	king	and	those	in	his	kingdom.	The	king	was	to	be	the	protector,	the	provider,	the	
leader	and	the	guide	of	all	who	lived	in	his	kingdom.	He	was	to	care	for	His	people,	but	 in	return	they	
were	to	give	undying	allegiance	to	him.	They	were	to	obey	his	commands	and	yield	what	they	had	for	
the	furtherance	of	his	goals	and	his	agenda.		

It	 is	 this	 idea	 of	 kingdom	 that	 is	 referred	 to	 here.	 As	 one	 chooses	 righteousness,	 even	 at	 the	 cost	 of	
persecution,	this	will	reveal	that	they	are	truly	citizens	of	the	kingdom	of	God.	As	they	walk	in	devotion	
to	the	King,	they	will	dwell	under	the	blessing	of	their	King.	

Jesus	then	continued	in	verses	11	and	12.		“Blessed	are	you	when	others	revile	you	and	persecute	you	
and	utter	all	kinds	of	evil	against	you	falsely	on	my	account.	”	Verse	10	starts	out	talking	about	“those”;	
verse	11	repeats	the	same	idea,	but	then	directs	it	to	his	hearers	by	using	the	word	“you”.	Our	tendency	
is	to	think	about	how	this	teaching	is	true	for	all	those	who	have	been	great	martyrs	in	the	past	or	in	a	
foreign	land.	How	their	righteousness	prevailed,	and	God	was	honored	and	their	allegiance	to	Christ	was	
confirmed	by	persecution.	But	Christ	did	not	give	his	hearers	the	luxury	of	only	thinking	about	this	truth	
from	 a	 distance.	He	 then	 applied	 it	 directly	 to	 their	 lives.	 “Blessed	 are	 you”	when	 people	 insult	 you,	
persecute	you	and	falsely	say	all	kinds	of	evil	things	against	you.	In	verse	10	Jesus	gave	them	a	general	
word,	 “persecution”,	 but	 in	 verse	11	 Jesus	 gives	 them	specific	 examples	of	what	 this	 persecution	will	
look	like.		

Jesus’	truths	cut	straight	to	the	heart	of	the	problem	and	our	struggles.	He	gives	us	clear	word	pictures	
so	we	know	what	 to	expect	 and	what	His	 grace	 is	 sufficient	 to	handle.	He	 shows	 that	he	 realizes	 the	
details	of	the	struggles,	not	as	a	God	who	is	disconnected	from	His	creations,	but	One	who	is	intimately	
involved	in	the	lives	of	His	children.		

In	 1	 Peter	 3:14-17	 we	 find	 words	 that	 help	 explain	 how	 we	 should	 live	 and	 speak	 in	 the	 midst	 of	
persecution:		

“But	even	if	you	should	suffer	for	what	is	right,	you	are	blessed.	Do	not	fear	what	they	fear;	do	
not	be	 frightened.	But	 in	 your	hearts	 set	apart	Christ	 as	 Lord.	Always	be	prepared	 to	give	an	
answer	 to	everyone	who	asks	 you	 to	give	 the	 reason	 for	 the	hope	 that	 you	have.	But	do	 this	
with	gentleness	and	respect,	16	keeping	a	clear	conscience,	so	that	those	who	speak	maliciously	
against	your	good	behavior	in	Christ	may	be	ashamed	of	their	slander.	17	It	is	better,	if	it	is	God’s	
will,	to	suffer	for	doing	good	than	for	doing	evil.”	
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Matthew	 5:12	 records	 Jesus’	 next	words:	 “Rejoice	 and	 be	 glad,	 for	 your	 reward	 is	 great	 in	 heaven,	
for	so	they	persecuted	the	prophets	who	were	before	you.”	 	 	 	

When	Jesus	instructs	us	to	“Rejoice	and	be	glad!”	in	the	midst	of	persecution	we	must	remember	who	is	
speaking.	Jesus	knows	something	so	far	beyond	us.	Jesus	is	the	only	one	who	knows	the	realities	of	both	
heaven	and	earth.	When	He	commands	us	to	“Rejoice	and	be	glad”	 it	 is	because	He	fully	understands	
the	greatness	of	the	Kingdom	of	heaven	and	eternity	compared	to	even	this	world’s	gravest	sufferings.	
He	 is	clearly	 familiar	with	how	the	sufferings	of	 this	world	will	pale	 in	comparison	to	the	glory	of	God	
that	we	will	dwell	in	for	all	eternity.	

This	unexplainable	joy	that	rests	in	the	promised	victory	of	the	kingdom	of	God	is	what	we	see	of	Christ	
in	Hebrews	12:2,	“Let	us	fix	our	eyes	on	Jesus,	the	author	and	perfecter	of	our	faith,	who	for	the	joy	set	
before	him	endured	 the	 cross,	 scorning	 its	 shame,	 and	 sat	 down	at	 the	 right	 hand	of	 the	 throne	of	
God.”	Christ	endured	the	cross	for	the	eternal	joy	that	He	knew	awaited	Him.	

Jesus	was	familiar	with	the	rewards	that	will	be	gathered	by	those	who	live	righteous	lives	and	endure	
persecution.	The	present	sufferings,	even	at	their	worse,	will	pale	in	comparison	to	the	rewards	that	will	
be	gained	and	enjoyed	for	eternity.	

We	see	this	same	“rejoicing	and	gladness”	in	Jesus´	followers	in	Acts	5:40-41:	“They	called	the	apostles	
in	and	had	them	flogged.	Then	they	ordered	them	not	to	speak	in	the	name	of	Jesus,	and	let	them	go.	
The	apostles	left	the	Sanhedrin,	rejoicing	because	they	had	been	counted	worthy	of	suffering	disgrace	
for	the	Name.”		

The	Spirit	of	God	in	them	now	gave	them	a	new	perspective	of	life.	The	disciples	were	now	associated	
with	 One	 who	 was	 of	 ultimate	 value,	 and	 even	 physical	 suffering	 was	 worth	 it	 if	 it	 proclaimed	 the	
surpassing	greatness	of	Christ.	

Romans	8:16-18	tells	us	that:	

“The	 Spirit	Himself	 bears	witness	with	 our	 spirit	 that	we	 are	 children	 of	God,	 and	 if	 children,	
then	heirs—heirs	of	God	and	joint	heirs	with	Christ,	if	indeed	we	suffer	with	Him,	that	we	may	
also	be	glorified	together.	For	I	consider	that	the	sufferings	of	this	present	time	are	not	worthy	
to	be	compared	with	the	glory	which	shall	be	revealed	in	us.”		

Regardless	of	how	your	life	is	going	right	now,	as	children	of	God,	we	can	never	forget	that	we	are	not	of	
this	world,	but	our	day	of	 vindication	 is	 coming.	 It	will	be	a	day	when	every	knee	will	bow	and	every	
tongue	will	 confess	 that	 Jesus	Christ	 is	 Lord.	Where	 the	 struggles	 of	 this	world	will	 pass	 away.	When	
Christ	will	come	back	to	claim	us	as	His	own.	Faith	will	no	longer	be	necessary	because	we	will	see	Him	
face	to	face.		

“God	will	wipe	every	tear	from	their	eyes.	There	will	be	no	more	death	or	mourning	or	crying	or	pain,	
for	 the	old	order	of	 things	has	passed	away”	 (Revelation	21:4).	 Jesus	promises	us	 that	He	will	make	
everything	new.	He	is	the	Alpha	and	the	Omega,	the	Beginning	and	the	End.	Jesus	says,	“To	him	who	is	



	 6	

thirsty	 I	will	 give	 to	drink	without	 cost	 from	 the	 spring	of	 the	water	of	 life.	He	who	overcomes	will	
inherit	all	this,	and	I	will	be	his	God	and	he	will	be	my	son”	(Revelation	21:6-7).	

It	will	be	our	eternal	happy	ending	when	that	glorious	day	arrives.	

Jesus	then	finishes	these	verses	with	this	phrase:	“for	so	they	persecuted	the	prophets	who	were	before	
you.”	

Many	people	have	gone	before	us	in	the	way	of	blessing,	persecution	and	righteousness.	We	are	not	the	
first.	We	are	joining	the	thousands	and	maybe	even	millions	who	have	gone	before	us.	

Hebrews	11:32-40	describes	them	in	this	way:	

“And	what	more	shall	I	say?	I	do	not	have	time	to	tell	about	Gideon,	Barak,	Samson,	Jephthah,	
David,	 Samuel	 and	 the	 prophets,	 33	 who	 through	 faith	 conquered	 kingdoms,	 administered	
justice,	and	gained	what	was	promised;	who	shut	the	mouths	of	 lions,	34	quenched	the	fury	of	
the	flames,	and	escaped	the	edge	of	the	sword;	whose	weakness	was	turned	to	strength;	and	
who	became	powerful	in	battle	and	routed	foreign	armies.	35	Women	received	back	their	dead,	
raised	to	life	again.	Others	were	tortured	and	refused	to	be	released,	so	that	they	might	gain	a	
better	resurrection.	36	Some	faced	jeers	and	flogging,	while	still	others	were	chained	and	put	in	
prison.	37	They	were	stoned;	they	were	sawed	in	two;	they	were	put	to	death	by	the	sword.	They	
went	 about	 in	 sheepskins	 and	 goatskins,	 destitute,	 persecuted	 and	mistreated—	 38	 the	world	
was	not	worthy	of	them.”	

Today,	will	you	lay	before	God	your	sources	of	persecution	and	your	struggles	with	righteousness.	Admit	
your	need.	Confess	your	temptations.	Ask	for	wisdom	and	courage.	Seek	righteousness	and	in	that	find	
blessing.	


