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How	does	the	kingdom	of	God	come	to	reign	
in	one´s	life	more	completely?	
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The	Bible	 tells	 us	of	 two	kingdoms.	One	 is	 the	 kingdom	of	God,	or	 as	Matthew	 refers	 to	 it	 as	 the	
kingdom	 of	 heaven.	 The	 other	 is	 the	 kingdom	 of	 this	 world.	 Ever	 since	 sin	 entered	 the	world,	 in	
Genesis	3,	this	fallen	world	has	been	enslaved	by	sin	and	separated	from	God.		

God	sits	on	His	heavenly	throne	as	the	sovereign	King	of	all	things,	but	in	John	12:31	we	read	how	
Satan	is	now	the	“ruler	of	this	world”.	

There	 is	 a	battle	being	waged.	We	 see	 its	 effects	 in	 the	news	and	even	 in	our	own	hearts.	 In	our	
world	we	see	the	resulting	struggle	between	truth	vs	deceit,	generosity	vs	greed,	peace	vs	war,	faith	
vs	doubt,	love	vs	hate,	contentment	vs	covetousness,	humility	vs	pride,	and	holiness	vs	sin.	We	see	
the	struggle	very	clearly	 in	 Jesus	words	 in	 John	10:10:	“The	thief	comes	only	 to	steal	and	kill	and	
destroy.	I	came	that	they	may	have	life	and	have	it	abundantly.”		

We	see	the	darkness	at	work	around	us,	but	the	true	battle	between	the	kingdom	of	God	and	the	
kingdom	of	this	world	is	happening	on	a	spiritual	level.		

The	Apostle	Paul	wrote	in	Ephesians	6,	“For	we	do	not	wrestle	against	flesh	and	blood,	but	against	
the	rulers,	against	the	authorities,	against	the	cosmic	powers	over	this	present	darkness,	against	
the	spiritual	forces	of	evil	in	the	heavenly	places.”	

The	kingdom	of	this	world	often	seems	to	have	the	upper	hand,	but	in	Romans	8:20-21	we	see	that	
God	has	a	purpose	for	it	all:		

20For	the	creation	was	subjected	to	futility,	not	willingly,	but	because	of	him	who	subjected	
it,	in	hope	21	that	the	creation	itself	will	be	set	free	from	its	bondage	to	corruption	and	obtain	
the	freedom	of	the	glory	of	the	children	of	God.	

The	world	has	been	subjected	to	futility,	brokenness	and	hopelessness,	in	hope	that	creation	would	
be	set	 free	 from	 its	bondage	 to	corruption	and	obtain	 the	 freedom	of	 the	glory	of	 the	children	of	
God.		
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God	allowed	and	still	allows	creation	to	suffer	under	the	rule	and	ruler	of	the	kingdom	of	this	world,	
so	that	we	will	turn	from	our	sin	and	be	saved.	That	we	will	turn	away	from	trusting	in	the	world	and	
trusting	in	ourselves,	and	finally	realize	that	it	is	only	as	we	trust	in	God	that	we	can	find	hope.	We	
can’t	 save	 ourselves.	 Even	when	 surrounded	 by	 the	 brokenness	 of	 the	world	 and	 the	 brokenness	
within,	mankind	does	not	have	the	ability	to	escape	the	corruption	of	the	kingdom	of	this	world.		

If	 God	 had	 allowed	 the	 deserved	 outcome,	 mankind	 would	 have	 remained	 separated	 from	 Him	
because	of	our	sin,	but	God	had	other	plans.	As	Galatians	4:4	proclaims,	“But	when	the	fullness	of	
time	had	come,	God	sent	forth	his	Son.”	Jesus,	the	rightful	King,	had	come	to	take	back	that	which	
was	rightfully	His.	When	we	could	not	reach	up	to	God,	He	reached	down	to	us.		

Through	 Christ´s	 death	 and	 resurrection,	mankind	 now	 has	 the	 opportunity	 to	 be	 freed	 from	 the	
kingdom	of	this	world	and	become	part	of	the	kingdom	of	God.	In	Mark	1:14-15,	Jesus	proclaimed,	
“The	kingdom	of	God	is	at	hand;	repent	and	believe	in	the	gospel.”	All	who	turn	from	their	sin	and	
put	their	trust	in	Jesus	Christ	become	citizens	of	the	kingdom	of	God.	

This	is	the	rebirth	that	Jesus	described	to	Nicodemus,	in	John	3.	We,	too,	must	be	born	again,	if	we	
are	to	enter	into	the	kingdom	of	God.	In	Christ	the	old	has	gone	and	the	new	has	come.	It	is	a	new	
beginning.	A	second	chance.	We	have	been	redeemed.	

In	 John	1:12-13,	 it	was	written	 about	 Jesus,	“But	 to	all	who	did	 receive	him,	who	believed	 in	his	
name,	he	gave	the	right	to	become	children	of	God,	who	were	born,	not	of	blood	nor	of	the	will	of	
the	flesh	nor	of	the	will	of	man,	but	of	God.”	

Citizenship	in	the	kingdom	of	God	is	given	to	all	who	submit	their	hearts	to	God	as	their	king.	If	God,	
through	Christ,	is	not	one´s	King,	then	they	are	not	a	part	of	the	kingdom	of	God.		

The	 kingdom	 of	 God	 is	 not	 a	 geographical	 kingdom	 or	 a	 political	 kingdom.	 Jesus	 was	 bringing	 a	
spiritual,	eternal	kingdom.	In	Christ,	the	kingdom	of	God	has	come	near	(Matthew	4:17;	Luke	10:9).		

As	we	seek	to	understand	the	concept	of	the	Kingdom	of	God,	it	would	help	if	we	turn	to	Matthew	6	
where	we	find	the	portion	of	scripture	known	as	the	Lord’s	Prayer.	In	Matthew	6:10,	we	find	these	
words,		

“Your	Kingdom	Come,	your	will	be	done,	on	earth	as	it	is	in	heaven.”	

The	Kingdom	of	God	is	where	God’s	will	is	done	as	completely	as	it	is	in	heaven.	Complete	allegiance.	
Complete	submission.	Complete	devotion.	Complete	faith	that	leads	to	obedience.	That	is	to	be	our	
prayer.	That	once	we	have	been	brought	into	the	kingdom	of	God,	that	the	kingdom	of	God	would	
come	to	rule	over	every	part	of	our	lives.	

In	Christ,	the	kingdom	of	God	had	come	near	(Matthew	4:17;	Luke	10:9).	Jesus	came,	ushering	in	the	
kingdom	of	God	into	our	world	and	into	our	 lives.	Jesus,	 living	in	their	midst,	gave	them	and	us	an	
example	of	what	a	kingdom	life	 looks	 like.	His	 life	was	one	fully	 lived	under	the	rule	of	the	Father.	
The	 Father’s	 will	 was	 done	 completely	 in	 Jesus’	 life.	 He	 was	 tempted	 as	 we	 are,	 but	 sinned	 not	
(Hebrews	4:15).	 In	John	5:19,	Jesus	declared,	“Truly,	truly,	I	say	to	you,	the	Son	can	do	nothing	of	
His	own	accord,	but	only	what	He	 sees	 the	Father	doing.”	 The	greatest	picture	of	 this	was	when	
Jesus	wrestled	 in	prayer	 in	 the	garden	of	Gethsemane.	He	knew	His	arrest,	 torture	and	crucifixion	
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were	 near.	 In	 desperation,	 He	 prayed,	 “Father,	 if	 you	 are	 willing,	 remove	 this	 cup	 from	 me.	
Nevertheless,	 not	my	 will,	 but	 yours,	 be	 done”	 (Luke	 22:42).	 The	 Kingdom	 of	 God	 had	 come	 so	
completely	in	the	life	of	Christ	that	even	in	desperation	His	deepest	longing	was	still	that	God’s	will	
would	be	done.		

That	is	what	kingdom	living	is	to	look	like	in	our	lives.	Yes,	we	become	citizens	of	the	Kingdom	of	God	
when	we	turn	to	Christ	through	faith	and	repentance,	but	the	fullness	of	the	kingdom	God	is	to	grow	
day	by	day	in	the	life	of	every	believer.	That	is	the	idea	behind	the	words	“Your	kingdom	come,	Your	
will	be	done	on	earth	as	it	is	in	heaven.”	God’s	will	is	done	completely	in	heaven.	That	should	be	the	
goal	for	our	 lives	as	well.	That	the	kingdom	of	God	would	take	such	a	radical	hold	of	us	that	every	
part	of	our	lives	would	be	subject	to	God	as	King.		

That	 brings	 us	 back	 to	 today´s	 question.	 How	 does	 the	 kingdom	 of	 God	 rule	 in	 one´s	 life	 more	
completely?		

In	scripture	we	are	told	that	the	kingdom	of	God	is	something	that	God	brings,	not	something	that	
we	build.	We	don´t	initiate	it	or	expand	it.	In	scripture	we	are	instructed	to	seek	first	the	kingdom	of	
God	 (Matthew	 6:33).	 Receive	 the	 kingdom	 of	 God	 (Mark	 10:15).	 Inherit	 the	 Kingdom	 of	 God	
(Matthew	25:34).	Enter	the	kingdom	of	God	(Matthew	19:24).	Look	for	the	kingdom	of	God	(Mark	
15:43).	Preach	the	Kingdom	of	God	(Luke	9:2).		Testify	to	the	kingdom	of	God	(Acts	28:23).			

We	must	 realize	 that	we	 don´t	 have	 the	 ability	 to	 enthrone	 Jesus	 on	 our	 hearts	 or	 the	 hearts	 of	
others.	As	we	read	 in	Ephesians	2:8-9,	“For	by	grace	you	have	been	saved	through	faith.	And	this	
is	not	your	own	doing;	it	is	the	gift	of	God,	not	a	result	of	works,	so	that	no	one	may	boast.”		

Being	a	part	of	the	kingdom	of	God	is	a	gift	that	we	receive	and	not	a	reward	that	we	earn.	 It	 is	a	
citizenship	that	we	are	granted.	It	is	a	family	into	which	we	are	adopted.	It	is	a	yolk	that	is	laid	upon	
us.	It	 is	an	authority	to	which	we	submit.	In	the	same	way	that	salvation	was	a	work	of	God	in	our	
lives,	so	is	sanctification.		

The	Kingdom	of	God	 is	an	example	of	 the	Now	and	 the	Not	Yet.	For	 those	who	have	 turned	 from	
their	sin	and	put	their	trust	in	Jesus	Christ	they	are	now	under	the	rule	and	reign	of	Jesus	Christ.	He	
is	their	King.	They	have	become	a	citizen	of	the	Kingdom	of	God	and	a	member	of	the	family	of	God.	
They	now	belong	 to	 the	kingdom,	but	now	they	must	 learn	what	 that	means	and	how	the	 rule	of	
Christ	can	take	dominion	over	the	different	part	of	their	lives.		

Scripture	 calls	 us	 the	 temple	 of	 God,	 because	 God	 dwells	 with	 in	 us,	 but	 it	 would	 be	 similar	 to	
someone	who	buys	a	house	 that	needs	 repairs.	Once	 they	 sign	 the	deed	and	pay	 the	money,	 the	
house	is	theirs.	They	are	legally	the	owner	of	the	house,	but	it	may	take	months	for	the	house	to	be	
renovated	as	the	owner	desires.		

We	have	been	bought	with	a	price.	Christ,	through	His	death	and	resurrection,	paid	for	our	sins.	We	
have	now	put	 our	 faith	 in	Him.	We	are	now	 forgiven	 and	have	been	 reconciled	 to	God.	We	have	
been	given	a	new	heart	and	are	no	longer	slaves	to	sin.	We	have	been	given	a	new	nature.	The	old	
has	gone	and	the	new	has	come.	With	all	of	that	in	mind	God	now	begins	to	work	in	us	according	to	
His	purposes	(Philippians	2:13).	
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In	 the	 same	way,	 even	after	we	have	become	a	part	of	 the	 kingdom	of	God,	we	will	 still	 face	 life	
situations	that	God	will	use	to	drive	us	towards	more	complete	trust	in	Him	and	His	greater	lordship	
over	our	lives.		

It	 is	 through	 faith	 that	 the	 kingdom	 comes	 to	 rule	 more	 completely	 in	 our	 lives.	 In	 this	 way	 we	
become	a	conduit	of	the	Kingdom	of	God	as	it	advances	through	our	lives	into	our	world.	It	is	only	as	
we	abide	in	Christ	that	our	lives	will	bear	the	fruit	of	the	kingdom	(John	15:5).	

Philippians	2:13	tells	us	that	it	is	God	who	works	in	us	to	will	and	to	act	according	to	His	purpose.	In	
John	5,	Jesus	tells	us	how	the	Father	is	always	working.	Because	of	this,	Jesus	then	tells	how	He	only	
does	what	He	sees	the	Father	doing.		

That	should	be	our	focus	as	well.	Like	a	sail,	we	catch	the	wind	of	God	where	it	is	already	moving	and	
be	carried	along	by	it.	That	we	would	be	the	clay	that	submits	to	the	works	of	the	potter.	If	we	want	
the	 kingdom	of	God	 to	 rule	 in	 our	 lives	more	 completely,	we	must	 look	 for	 and	 join	what	God	 is	
doing	in	our	lives.		

What	area	of	sin	has	God	convicted	you	of	that	requires	your	confession	and	repentance?	What	life	
situations	is	God	using	to	teach	you	to	trust	Him	more	completely?	What	people	in	your	life	is	God	
using	to	refine	or	nurture	your	faith?	What	truth	of	scripture	is	God	desiring	to	work	in	your	life?	As	
you	read	more	about	Jesus,	what	areas	of	your	life	do	you	need	to	become	more	like	Him?	

As	we	 seek	God´s	 greater	 rule	 in	 our	 lives,	we	 can	 start	with	 the	 prayer	 of	 the	 psalmist	 in	 Psalm	
139:23-24:	“Search	me,	O	God,	 and	 know	my	heart!	 Try	me	and	know	my	 thoughts!	 	And	 see	 if	
there	be	any	grievous	way	in	me,	and	lead	me	in	the	way	everlasting!”	In	this	way	we	are	allowing	
God	to	usher	us	towards	His	greater	rule	in	our	lives.		

One	way	that	the	Kingdom	of	God	comes	to	rule	in	one´s	life	in	a	greater	way	is	asking	God	to	search	
our	hearts	and	show	us	of	any	grievous	ways	in	our	lives.	A	second	is	through	joining	God	where	He	
is	working.	A	third	is	to	seek	first	the	kingdom	of	God	and	His	righteousness.		

We	read	this	in	Matthew	6:25-34.	In	these	verses	Jesus	talks	about	worry,	priorities,	physical	needs,	
and	God´s	awareness	of	and	His	ability	to	provide	for	all	of	our	needs.	Matthew	6:33	says,	“Seek	first	
the	kingdom	of	God	and	His	righteousness,	and	all	these	things	will	be	added	to	you.”	Seeking	first	
the	kingdom	of	God	is	synonymous	with	seeking	God	as	king	as	our	first	priority.	This	takes	us	back	
to	the	idea	of	“king”	in	the	days	of	the	Bible.	

Those	who	submitted	to	and	yielded	to	their	king	received	His	provision,	protection,	guidance	and	
care.	Those	who	did	not	were	left	unprotected	and	would	have	to	face	the	surrounding	dangers	on	
their	own.	That	is	the	idea	of	Matthew	6.	As	we	seek	the	kingdom	of	God	and	His	righteousness,	as	
we	seek	God	 first	as	 the	King	over	our	 lives,	we	gain	access	 to	all	 the	 resources	 that	are	 found	 in	
Him.	As	we	believe	and	obey	His	commands,	we	find	Him	to	be	trustworthy.	As	we	rely	on	Him	in	an	
increasing	manner,	we	become	more	and	more	 convinced	of	 the	wisdom	of	His	will.	His	 kingdom	
then	comes	to	rule	more	completely	in	our	lives	and	we	grow	to	rest	in	Him.	

Do	you	believe	that	God	is	big	enough	to	bring	about	the	needed	changes	in	your	life?	
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Your	answers	to	this	question	will	greatly	affect	how	you	respond	to	what	we	are	discussing	in	these	
pages.	 If	we	believe	 that	God	 is	able	 to	change	our	 lives,	 then	we	will	 run	 to	Him,	 submit	 to	Him,	
trust	in	Him,	call	out	to	Him,	obey	Him,	as	we	seek	for	Him	to	accomplish	change	in	us.	If	we	do	not	
believe	 that	 God	 has	 the	 power	 to	 change	 us,	 then	 we	 will	 either	 continue	 to	 tolerate	 and	 be	
enslaved	by	our	sin	and	our	faults,	or	we	will	turn	to	self-help	and	insufficient	strategies	of	the	world	
as	we	search	for	a	way	to	change	ourselves.	

When	a	person	becomes	a	part	of	 the	kingdom	of	God,	 scripture	 tells	us	of	multiple	changes	 that	
occur	in	that	individual’s	life.	They	are	changed	from	guilty	to	innocent,	wicked	to	righteous,	dead	in	
sin	to	alive	in	Christ,	from	a	life	of	futility	to	a	life	of	purpose,	from	despair	to	hope,	from	uncertainty	
to	eternal	security,	 from	being	separated	from	God	by	sin	to	now	having	an	open	invitation	to	the	
throne	 of	 God,	 at	 any	 time.	 One	who	was	 at	 enmity	with	 God	 has	 now	 been	 reconciled	 to	 God.	
Those	who	were	bitter	are	now	able	to	forgive.	The	proud	have	now	been	made	humble.		

In	 Christ	 we	 now	 have	 been	 promised	 access	 to	love,	 joy,	 peace,	 patience,	kindness,	 goodness,	
faithfulness,	gentleness,	and	self-control	(Galatians	5:22-23).	

With	this	in	mind,	let	us	pray	for	a	holy	discontentment.	Though	God	has	worked	a	great	salvation	in	
us,	may	we	not	be	satisfied.	May	we	long	for	a	greater	rule	of	the	kingdom	of	God	in	our	lives.	May	
we	allow	God´s	convicting	and	purifying	 light	 to	shine	 into	our	dark	places	and	make	us	more	 like	
Christ,	moment	by	moment.	May	we	seek	to	join	God	where	He	is	working	in	our	lives.	May	we	seek	
first	the	kingdom	of	God.		

In	 total	 submission,	 may	 we	 lay	 ourselves	 before	 Him	 and	 marvel	 in	 the	 transition,	 as	 the	
kingdom	of	God	comes	to	rule	in	our	lives	like	never	before.			

May	His	kingdom	come	and	His	will	be	done	in	us	as	it	is	in	heaven.	

	


