
Does Your Life Make It Easier for Others to Believe in Jesus? 

If you are a follower of Christ, I would like to ask you, “Who did God use to help draw 

you towards Jesus?” Can you remember a face, a name or even a conversation? 

Many are the believers who were ushered towards Christ by people that they knew. As 
you listen to their testimonies you hear words like, “I had a neighbor . . . there was a 
coworker. . . I knew a classmate. . . I had a family member.” They then tell how the life 
of that person impacted them in such a way that they became open to faith in Jesus 
Christ.  

From the other side, if you sit and talk with a group of non-believers, you will at times 
hear their stories or stereotypes of people who claimed to be “Christians” whose lives 
caused the non-believer to reject the Christian faith. Maybe these supposed Christians 
were either so nominal in their faith that it stirred no desire in those around them to 
consider Christianity, or maybe the lives of the wayward Christians drove them away 
from pursuing a relationship with Christ.  

In both cases we see the power of the living example. It brings us to the point of asking, 
“Does my life make it easier or more difficult for those around me to believe in Jesus?”  

In scripture we find both good and bad examples. In Acts 11:26b, in the story of the 
early church, we read, “In Antioch the disciples were first called Christians.” The name 

meant “little Christs.” What started out as a derogatory term used by people to mock 

Christians became the ultimate compliment.  The fact that there was something about 
their lives that associated them with Jesus Christ was truly an honor. God would use 
those faithful, early believers, though small in number, and limited in resources, to 
spread Christianity throughout the entire Roman Empire.  

The same principle was at work in Acts 4:13. This verse described the situation, after 
Jesus’ ascension, when some of Jesus´ disciples were brought before the powerful 

Jewish religious council in Jerusalem. “When they saw the boldness of Peter and John 
and realized that they were unschooled, ordinary men, they marveled and took note that 
these men had been with Jesus.” Acts 15:5 shows us that some Pharisees eventually 

became Christians.  

As Christians that is our goal, that people will see our lives, take note that we have been 
with Jesus, and be drawn to Christ as well.  

In Ephesians 5:1-2 we find these words, "Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved 
children; and walk in love, just as Christ also loved you, and gave Himself up for us, an 
offering and a sacrifice to God as a fragrant aroma." 

God has called us to imitate Him, but why is it so important? Let´s consider it in this 
way.  

In Hebrews 1:1-3 we read, “In the past God spoke to our forefathers through the 

prophets at many times and in various ways, but in these last days he has spoken to us 
by his Son. . .The Son is the radiance of God’s glory and the exact representation of his 
being.”  If we want to know what God is like, we look at Jesus. 
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In John 14:9 Philip asked Jesus to show them the Father, and Jesus responded: "He who 
has seen Me has seen the Father” (John 14:9). “For in (Christ) the whole fullness of 
deity dwells bodily.”(Colossians 2:9)  

In Jesus we see God´s mercy and His righteousness. We see God´s grace and His 
wisdom. We see God´s love and His kindness. We see God´s patience and His 
compassion. We see God´s strength and His courage. We see God´s might and His 
gentleness. For all who seek to know God, the first place to look is in the life of Jesus. 
He is the exact representation of the Father. . . in the flesh.  

God now calls us to minister to others “in the flesh” as well. Just as the world needed 
Jesus so they could see what God is like. The world needs us so they can see what Jesus 
is like. It is not just praying or sharing the gospel, even though both of those are 
essential. Once we are emersed in prayer for those around us we are called to 
intentionally care for them as well. It is through our Christ-like love that God often will 
draw others to Himself.  

Scripture calls us to be reconcilers, lights, ambassadors, and witnesses. It is us entering 
into our culture and our relationships with purpose. Seeking to love others with a love 
of Christ. It is entering into the lives of others as Christ did with us. It is messy, 
emotionally draining, and time consuming, but as we love others as Christ has loved us, 
we will be their first glimpse of the salvation that they can find in Christ. 

Throughout history Christians have been known for meeting the needs of the poor, 
starting hospitals, schools, orphanages, fighting slavery. These are good and honor God, 
but the same things have been done at times by non-Christians. Individually, we also do 
good things. We give up our seat on the bus to the elderly. We give money to the needy. 
We invite the person with fewer groceries to go before us in the checkout line at the 
grocery store. We volunteer, speak a kind word, or forgive one who has wronged us. 
These are good, but what really sets a Christian apart? What really points people to 
Jesus? How did the religious council recognize that Peter and John had been with Jesus? 
How were those living in Antioch able to recognize the earliest Christians as followers 
of Christ? How was the centurion at the foot of the cross able to recognize that Jesus 
was truly the Son of God? 

It was His supernatural dying to self and sacrificial love for others. It was utter 
selflessness and unconditional love. In the midst of the mocking and the torture, it was 
Jesus´ consistent peace, obedience, and faithfulness to what the Father had called Him 
to. On that road to Golgotha Jesus did not curse, hate, or even call down legions of 
angels to come fight on His behalf. Even when they were driving the nails into His 
hands Jesus restrained Himself, continued in obedience, and even forgave those who 
nailed Him to the cross. Jesus even ministered to His mother and the criminal on the 
cross. It was His love for the Father and for people that compelled Christ to do what He 
did. And the Holy Spirit used this love to reveal the truth of Christ to the Roman 
centurion.  

This is our call. “Love one another as I have loved you.” (John 15:12) We are to, “love 

the Lord our God with all our heart and with all our soul and with all our mind. . . and 
love our neighbor as ourselves.”  

Through Christ, the impossible becomes possible. Our lives are transformed so that we  



are able to love our enemies, forgive those who have wronged us, give to those in need, 
speak blessings instead of curses, bear each other’s burdens and even lay down our lives 

for one another. As a supernatural love for others takes root in our lives, a watching 
world will see that we are different. The Holy Spirit will provoke questions causing 
unbelievers to ask the reason for the way that we live and the hope that we have. Jesus 
will be proclaimed, and He will draw people to Himself. 

As we read in Matthew 5:16. “Let your light shine before men, that they may see your 
good deeds and praise your Father in heaven.” It is the contrast that brings attention to a 
Christ-like life. When one shines the light of Christ in a dark world God will use it to 
bring attention to Himself.  

Our care or love for others is not rooted in the idea that we are able to produce God-
honoring, fruit-bearing, loving acts on our own. It is based on the truth that Christ now lives 
in us. We are merely displaying the love that Christ has now birthed in our hearts. We are  
the vessel that yields to the Spirit´s working in our lives. He is ready to overflow from our 
hearts if we will just get out of the way and obey the selfless movement of the Spirit in our 
lives.  

John 13:34b-35says, “As I have loved you, so you must love one another. By this all 
men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.”  

The only reason that we are moved to die to self and bear each other's burden is because 
Christ lives in us (Colossians 1:27). Our good deeds, alone, do not have the power to 
lead someone to Christ. God may use them to prepare the way, but only the Holy Spirit 
can convict of sin, reveal the good news of Jesus, and grant faith to a sinful heart.  

In 252 A.D., the Christians of Corinth saved the city from the plague by responding to 
the needs of those who were simply dragged into the street. They could do this because 
as Christians they were no longer afraid of death. They could risk their lives for the sake 
of others because Christ had given His life for them. They could serve others because 
pride and reputation were no longer a need for them. Their value came from the love of 
Jesus Christ not the approval of man. 

Other early Christians stood in opposition to infanticide, degradation of women, 
gladiatorial combats, and slavery. With Christ, life now had value. Every child, every 
woman, every gladiator, every slave, everyone had value and purpose that had been 
given by Christ. Because of that the early Christians were willing to risk all for the hope 
of saving some. 

The Apostle Paul talked of this Christ-like love in Philippians 1:8. Paul yearned for 
them “with the affection of Christ.” There were various circumstances that had nurtured 
Paul´s feelings of love and partnership towards those in the Philippian church, but his 
love and yearning for them, the reason that he held them in his heart, originated not 
from his own desires, and not even from what they had done for him, but from the 
“affection of Christ Jesus” that dwelt within him.  

Multiple times in the Gospels this same word, translated affection, here, was used to 
describe Jesus´ compassion for people. Matthew 9:36 tells us that, “When Jesus saw the 

crowds, he had compassion for them, because they were harassed and helpless, like 
sheep without a shepherd.” Jesus felt the same affection and compassion for the blind 
men that he encountered in Matthew 20 and the leper that he healed in Mark 1:41. We 
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see it again when Jesus encountered the funeral procession of the widow in Luke 7 
whose only son had died. 

The love of Christ dwells within every believer, because every believer is in Christ and 
Christ is in them. We love because He first loved us.  

Paul loved them with the love of the Lord. It was not a love that even Paul could take 
credit for. In the words of Markus Bockmuehl, “Paul’s deeply emotional expression of 

Christian affection in this verse is not primarily the sign of a gushing temperament, but 
of a gushing Christology!”1  It was more than a personality trait. It was the gospel that 
had taken away the heart of a violent persecutor and replaced it with a heart of Christian 
affection. 

Many Christians may hear these words and question them based on their own Christian 
experience. If the loving affection of Christ dwells in me, then why am I not more 
loving? If the loving affection of Christ dwells within the church, then why is the 
church not more loving and affectionate? Paul´s next verses help with those questions in 
Philippians 1:9-11. 

9 And it is my prayer that your love may abound more and more, with knowledge 
and all discernment, 10 so that you may approve what is excellent, and so be pure 
and blameless for the day of Christ, 11 filled with the fruit of righteousness that 
comes through Jesus Christ, to the glory and praise of God. 

Taking for granted that love of Christ was already present in the Philippian´s hearts, 
Paul prayed that their love would continue to overflow with knowledge and 
discernment. That their love would not be just a convenient, superficial, sentiment when 
life went well, but that it would be the driving, constant characteristic of their lives. In 
good days and bad days. That it would not be a blind love but a love that was based on a 
true knowledge of God both in mind and in heart. That their love would flow out of a 
thorough understanding of God and His truths as well as a relational intimate 
knowledge of God based on the experiences, they had had with Him.  

Paul also prayed that their “agape” love would be discerning and wise. That they would 
be able to sense what was truly loving in each moment. That they would be able to 
discern what was ultimately best for another person and act on it. Whether it be a gentle 
love or a tough love. Whether it be a shoulder to cry on or a word of exhortation. That 
they could perceive God´s understanding of the situation and express the “affection of 

Christ” that dwelt within them.  

Let’s now turn to the question of application. The Spirit of Christ lives in us. The love 
of Christ dwells in us. So, how do we become more loving?  Like Paul, how do we 
release the affections of Christ that already dwell within us? 

Our tendency is to ask what we have to do to make ourselves more loving, but the 
love of Christ is already in us. The more correct question is, how do we get out of 
love’s way. The love of Christ, when unhindered and nurtured, will be the natural 

overflow of our lives. So, what is blocking our flow of love. Maybe it is bitterness, 
pride, selfishness, or unforgiveness. Maybe it is surrounding ourselves with the 
things of the world and the flow of love in our lives is being blocked by greed, 
seeking our own glory, pleasing others, or our self-centered desire for pleasure and 
comfort.  

                                                             
1 The Epistle to the Philippians, By Markus Bockmuehl, Black´s New Testament Commentaries, p. 65. 



In Hebrews 12:1-2 we read, “Let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin 
that so easily entangles. And let us run with perseverance the race marked out for 
us, 2 fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of faith.” 

We are to remove the obstacles and fix our eyes on Jesus.  

It may be that the Holy Spirit is already bringing to mind what you need to make 
right or remove. For some, the changes are specific, for others it might be a change 
of your spiritual attitude. It may be an issue of lordship. As long as we still want to 
debate with God about when to obey and when not to, then our intimacy with Christ 
and thus His love in our lives will be obstructed. In John 14:15 we see a direct 
connection between love and obedience. Jesus said, “If you love me, obey my 

commandments.” That is where we need to start.  

It could be that this entire subject of loving others seems out of reach for your right 
now. You are just trying to survive and take care of yourself. Maybe it seems like 
loving others or sharing your faith would only be hypocritical and would drain your 
spiritual resources? It is often a challenge, knowing when to minister to others and when 
to take care of ourselves. But, in reality, loving others is one of the best ways to nurture 
our own spiritual lives? In light of this tension let us consider the following story.   

“Shortly after coming to Christ, Sadhu Sundar, a Hindu convert to Christ, felt called to 

become a missionary to India. Late one afternoon Sadhu was traveling on foot through 
the Himalayas with a Buddhist monk. It was bitterly cold, and the wind felt like sharp 
blades slicing into Sadhu's skin. Night was approaching fast when the monk warned 
Sadhu that they were in danger of freezing to death if they did not reach the monastery 
before darkness fell. 

Just as they were traversing a narrow path above a steep cliff, they heard a cry for help. 
Down the cliff lay a man, fallen and badly hurt. The monk looked at Sadhu and said, 
"Do not stop. God has brought this man to his fate. He must work it out for himself." 
Then he quickly added, while walking on, "Let us hurry on before we, too, perish." 

But Sadhu replied, "God has sent me here to help my brother. I cannot abandon him." 

The monk continued trudging off through the whirling snow, while the missionary 
clambered down the steep embankment. The man's leg was broken, and he could not 
walk. So Sadhu took his blanket and made a sling of it and tied the man on his back. 
Then, bending under his burden, he began a body-torturing climb. By the time he 
reached the narrow path again, he was drenched in perspiration. 

Doggedly, he made his way through the deepening snow and darkness. It was all he 
could do to follow the path. But he persevered, though faint with fatigue and overheated 
from exertion. Finally, he saw ahead the lights of the monastery. 

Then, for the first time, Sadhu stumbled and nearly fell, but not from weakness. He had 
stumbled over an object lying in the snow-covered road. Slowly he bent down on one 
knee and brushed the snow off the object. It was the body of the monk, frozen to death. 

Years later a disciple of Sadhu's asked him, "What is life's most difficult task?" 



Without hesitation Sadhu replied: "To have no burden to carry."2 

This can be said of our spiritual lives as well. If we seek to keep our faith to ourselves 
and not love others, our faith will become atrophied and self-centered. We might think 
that we are guarding our faith by keeping it to ourselves when in reality that is the worst 
thing that we can do. As we read in James 2:17, “Faith without works is dead.” It is in 
the giving of ourselves to others that our relationship with Christ is nurtured and begins 
to be life-giving.  

Let us close with a poem and a prayer from St. Francis of Assisi:  

Lord, make me an instrument of your peace. 
Where there is hatred, let me sow love; 
where there is injury, pardon; 
where there is doubt, faith; 
where there is despair, hope; 
where there is darkness, light; 
and where there is sadness, joy. 

O Divine Master, grant that I may not so much seek 
to be consoled as to console; 
to be understood as to understand; 
to be loved as to love. 
For it is in giving that we receive; 
it is in pardoning that we are pardoned; 
and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life. 

Amen.3 

 

                                                             
2 Horace Wimpey, “The Peril of No Burden,” Sermon Central, accessed August 23, 2013, 
http://www.sermoncentral.com/illustrations/illustrations-about-peril.asp.  
 
3 https://www.archspm.org/faith-and-discipleship/prayer/catholic-prayers/st-francis-of-assisi-make-me-
an-instrument-of-your-peace/, read January 15, 2022 
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