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Advent	is	not	only	for	Christmas,	it	is	a	way	of	life	

Luke	2:22-38	

	

	

Pastor	Tim	Melton	

	
The	Christmas	Advent	season	 is	about	waiting.	 It	 is	 the	four	weeks	before	Christmas.	The	origin	of	
Advent	is	not	in	the	Bible,	but	comes	from	church	history,	as	early	as	the	fourth	century.	It	is	a	time	
of	preparing	our	hearts	 for	 the	celebration	of	 Jesus’	coming.	That	 is	where	the	word	Advent	came	
from.	 In	 Latin	 it	means	 “coming	or	 arrival”.	Advent	 is	 not	 just	 a	 time	of	waiting,	 it	would	be	best	
described	as	a	time	of	“active	waiting”.	

It	 is	a	time	to	intentionally	draw	back	from	the	rush,	the	noise,	the	stress	of	our	lives	and	wait	.	 .	 .	
once	again	allowing	God	the	time	and	the	space	to	turn	our	hearts	back	towards	Himself.	A	time	to	
refocus	our	lives	on	the	Christ	child	in	the	manger.	A	time	to	evaluate	our	priorities	and	the	direction	
of	our	lives,	and	make	the	needed	changes,	so	that	we	can	once	again	draw	near	to	God.		

Immediately	after	the	telling	of	Christ´s	birth	in	Luke	2,	we	read	a	small	story	of	two	elderly	followers	
of	Christ	who	had	also	been	faithfully	waiting	on	the	Messiah´s	advent	for	years.	

In	 Luke	2:22-40,	we	 find	 two	people	who	had	been	waiting	 for	 the	 coming	of	 the	Messiah	of	 the	
Jews.	Their	names	were	Simeon	and	Anna.		

22	And	when	 the	 time	 came	 for	 their	 purification	 according	 to	 the	 Law	 of	 Moses,	 they	
brought	him	up	to	Jerusalem	to	present	him	to	the	Lord	23	(as	it	is	written	in	the	Law	of	the	
Lord,	“Every	male	who	first	opens	the	womb	shall	be	called	holy	to	the	Lord”)	24	and	to	offer	
a	 sacrifice	 according	 to	what	 is	 said	 in	the	 Law	of	 the	 Lord,	“a	 pair	 of	 turtledoves,	 or	 two	
young	pigeons.”	(Luke	2:22-24)	

Joseph	 and	Mary,	 as	 devout	 Jews,	 brought	 the	 baby	 Jesus,	 their	 first-born	 son,	 to	 the	 temple	 in	
Jerusalem	to	present	Him	to	the	Lord	as	was	written	in	the	Law.	They	also	came	to	offer	the	required	
sacrifices.	

Luke	2:25-32	says:	

	25	Now	there	was	a	man	in	Jerusalem,	whose	name	was	Simeon,	and	this	man	was	righteous	
and	devout,	waiting	for	the	consolation	of	Israel,	and	the	Holy	Spirit	was	upon	him.	26	And	it	
had	 been	 revealed	 to	 him	 by	 the	 Holy	 Spirit	 that	 he	 would	 not	see	 death	 before	 he	 had	
seen	the	 Lord's	 Christ.	27	And	 he	 came	 in	 the	 Spirit	 into	 the	 temple,	 and	when	the	 parents	



	 2	

brought	in	the	child	Jesus,	to	do	for	him	according	to	the	custom	of	the	Law,	28	he	took	him	
up	in	his	arms	and	blessed	God	and	said,	
29	“Lord,	 now	 you	 are	 letting	 your	 servant	depart	in	 peace,	 according	 to	 your	 word;	
30	for	my	 eyes	 have	 seen	 your	salvation	 31	that	 you	 have	 prepared	 in	 the	 presence	 of	 all	
peoples,	32	a	light	for	revelation	to	the	Gentiles,	and	for	glory	to	your	people	Israel.”		

At	the	time	of	this	story	the	Roman’s	had	taken	power	over	the	Jews.	Many	were	now	longing	for	
the	long-awaited	Messiah	who	had	been	promised	in	the	ancient	prophecies.		

Pastor	John	MacArthur	tells	how	there	were	many	who	were	looking	forward	to	the	coming	of	the	
Messiah,	 but	 most	 in	 their	 own	 ways.	 The	 Pharisees	 were	 preparing	 for	 the	 Messiah’s	 coming	
through	 legalism	 and	 self-righteousness.	 The	 Sadducees	were	 denying	 the	 supernatural	 and	were	
looking	 for	 the	Messiah	 in	 a	 very	practical	way.	 The	 Zealots	were	 thinking	 about	 insurrection	 and	
violent	rebellion	against	the	Romans.	The	Essenes	had	chosen	to	prepare	for	the	Messiah	by	going	
out	to	the	desert	and	living	a	life	of	self-denial,	somehow	bringing	about	the	salvation	of	God.	Other	
Jews	had	completely	forgotten	about	the	promise	of	a	future	Messiah	and	were	focused	on	living	for	
the	present.		

Simeon	had	chosen	another	way.	Simeon	had	put	his	faith	in	God	and	humbly	walked	before	God´s	
Word,	awaiting	the	promised	Messiah	and	the	fulfillment	of	the	ancient	prophecies.		

It	says	that	Simeon	was	righteous.	That	meant,	like	Abraham,	he	had	believed	in	Yahweh	and	it	had	
been	counted	unto	him	as	righteousness.	He	was	now	forgiven	and	counted	innocent	and	blameless	
before	God.	The	verse	then	describes	Simeon	as	devout.	That	meant	that	he	was	sanctified.	His	faith	
in	God	had	now	brought	about	a	holiness	in	his	life.	It	was	not	just	that	he	was	seen	as	righteous	in	
God´s	eyes,	but	he	now	lived	righteously	as	well.		

He	 was	 seeking	 after	 God,	 trusting	 that	 God	 would	 fulfill	 His	 promises	 in	 His	 time.	 He	 waited	
patiently	 for	 the	consolation	of	 Israel.	 Israel	yearned	 to	be	 freed,	delivered,	 consoled	and	set	 free	
from	its	grief	as	a	people.	But	Simeon	trusted	in	and	waited	upon	God	to	bring	about	the	fulfillment	
of	prophecy	in	His	time	and	His	way.	

This	put	Simeon	in	a	place	spiritually	where	He	could	discern	the	movement	of	the	Holy	Spirit	in	and	
around	 his	 life.	When	 Joseph	 and	Mary	 entered	 the	 Temple	 with	 the	 baby	 Jesus,	 the	 Holy	 Spirit	
revealed	to	Simeon	that	this	child	was	the	Promised	One.	

It	 is	 amazing	 that	 in	 Simeon´s	 sensitivity	 to	 the	 Spirit	 he	was	 able	 to	discern	 that	 the	 salvation	of	
Christ	was	for	both	the	Gentiles	and	the	Jews.		

33	And	his	 father	 and	 his	 mother	 marveled	 at	 what	 was	 said	 about	 him.	34	And	 Simeon	
blessed	them	and	said	to	Mary	his	mother,	“Behold,	this	child	 is	appointed	for	the	fall	and	
rising	of	many	 in	 Israel,	 and	 for	 a	 sign	that	 is	 opposed	35	(and	a	 sword	will	 pierce	 through	
your	own	soul	also),	so	that	thoughts	from	many	hearts	may	be	revealed.”	(Luke	2:33-35)	

Anna	was	similar	in	many	ways:		

	36	And	 there	was	a	 prophetess,	 Anna,	 the	 daughter	 of	 Phanuel,	 of	 the	 tribe	 of	 Asher.	 She	
was	 advanced	 in	 years,	 having	 lived	with	 her	 husband	 seven	 years	 from	when	 she	was	 a	



	 3	

virgin,	37	and	 then	 as	 a	 widow	 until	 she	 was	 eighty-four.	 She	 did	 not	 depart	 from	 the	
temple,	worshiping	 with	fasting	 and	 prayer	 night	 and	 day.	38	And	 coming	 up	 at	 that	 very	
hour	she	began	to	give	thanks	to	God	and	to	speak	of	him	to	all	who	were	waiting	for	the	
redemption	of	Jerusalem.	(Luke	2:36-38)	

There	are	three	interesting	facts	that	we	need	to	observe	about	Anna.	The	first	was	that	Anna	was	
from	the	tribe	of	Asher.	Asher	was	one	of	the	northern	tribes	of	 Israel	which	had	been	conquered	
and	put	away	because	of	its	pagan	worship.	They	had	created	their	own	place	of	worship	instead	of	
Jerusalem.	 They	 had	 followed	 false	 gods.	 In	 spite	 of	 this,	 somehow	 through	 the	 years	 and	 the	
generations,	Anna,	a	descendant	of	 the	tribe	of	Asher,	by	the	grace	of	God,	had	found	her	way	to	
Jerusalem	where	she	now	was	a	true	worshipper	of	Yahweh,	daily	praying	and	fasting	on	the	temple	
mount.	By	the	grace	of	God,	we	find	her	name	here	verifying	Jesus	as	the	long-awaited	Messiah.		

It	tells	us	that	Anna	had	been	married	for	7	years,	earlier	in	her	life,	but	then	her	husband	had	died.	
She	was	now	84	years	old	and	had	continued	to	walk	in	faithfulness	all	these	years.	In	the	midst	of	
loss	she	 refused	 to	harden	her	heart	 towards	God.	 Instead,	 she	waited,	 trusting	 that	God	was	still	
good	and	trustworthy.	Clinging	to	God	was	her	way	of	waiting	for	the	promised	Messiah.		

On	 this	 day	 she	 encountered	 the	baby	 Jesus,	 like	 Simeon,	 and	 “somehow	knew”	 that	He	was	 the	
promised	One.	In	response	she	gave	thanks	to	God,	and	began	to	speak	to	all	who	were	waiting	for	
the	redemption	of	Jerusalem.	By	the	grace	of	God	she	had	found	her	way	to	Yahweh.	By	the	grace	of	
God	her	loss	had	driven	her	to	persevere	in	faith.	By	grace	she	was	now	compelled	to	speak	of	Him	
to	all	who	were	awaiting	His	coming.		

We	 now	 have	 considered	 Simeon	 and	 Anna,	 but	 why	 are	 they	 even	mentioned	 in	 the	 Christmas	
story?	If	you	remember,	Luke	had	painstakingly	gathered	all	the	facts,		“that	you	may	have	certainty	
concerning	the	things	you	have	been	taught”	(Luke	1:4).	One	of	the	ways	that	stories	are	proven	to	
be	true	 is	 through	eyewitnesses.	Because	of	 this,	Luke	shared	this	story	putting	Simeon	and	Anna,	
those	known	for	their	godliness,	as	key	witnesses.		

For	both	of	 these,	 their	private,	consistent,	 lives	of	godliness	kept	 them	close	enough	 to	God	 that	
they	were	empowered	to	wait	on	God	for	many	years.	It	made	them	sensitive	to	the	working	of	God	
in	their	midst.	We	are	also	called	to	persevere	in	our	waiting.		

Advent	doesn’t	 stop	at	Christmas,	 it	 starts	 there.	 The	 coming	of	Christ	 as	 a	 child	 in	 a	manger	has	
passed,	but	we	now	look	forward	and	are	to	prepare	for	the	second	Advent	and	coming	of	Christ.	
Scripture	tells	that	we	do	not	know	the	day	or	the	hour,	but	we	are	to	live	in	expectancy	of	Christ´s	
return.		

It	is	similar	to	a	Jewish	engagement	in	preparation	for	marriage.		

Jewish	marriages	were	arranged.	This	normally	began	by	a	conversation	between	fathers.	The	first	
part	 of	 the	marriage	 ceremony	was	 the	 betrothal	 or	 engagement	 period.	 This	 is	when	 the	 groom	
gave	his	future	bride	something	of	value,	a	ring,	money	or	a	document	stating	his	 intentions.	After	
this	commitment	was	made,	the	bride	would	remain	in	her	father’s	home	preparing	herself	for	the	
wedding.	During	 this	 time	 she	would	 keep	herself	 pure.	 She	would	make	her	wedding	 gown,	 and	
prepare	 herself	 for	 leaving	 her	 family	 and	 relying	 on	 and	 sharing	 life	with	 her	 new	 husband.	 She	
would	forever	set	aside	her	 interests	or	possible	allegiances	to	all	other	men,	and	set	her	heart	on	
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loving	her	future	husband.	During	this	time	the	bride	is	referred	to	as	“consecrated”,	“sanctified”	or	
set	apart.		

The	groom	would	return	to	his	father’s	house	to	prepare	a	place	for	her	to	live.	That	was	normally	
done	by	building	an	additional	room	to	his	father’s	house.	The	groom	would	return	to	get	his	bride	
once	 preparations	 were	 finished	 and	 his	 father	 gave	 his	 approval.	 The	 groom’s	 return	 would	 be	
unexpected.	The	bride	never	knew	when	he	would	return.	 It	could	be	next	year,	next	month	or	 in	
the	next	five	minutes.		Her	responsibility	was	merely	to	be	ready	at	all	times	for	his	coming.	

As	we	hear	this	description	of	a	Jewish	Marriage	Ceremony	we	see	its	spiritual	meaning	in	multiple	
places.	The	future	groom	invites	the	young	woman	to	be	his	forever	love,	as	Christ	invites	us	to	be	
His.	The	 future	groom	gives	a	“deposit”	as	proof	of	his	 return,	as	Christ	gives	us	 the	Holy	Spirit	as	
proof	of	His.	The	groom	goes	 to	prepare	a	place	 for	us,	 just	as	Christ	has	 returned	 to	heaven	and	
prepares	a	place	for	us.	While	the	future	groom	is	gone,	the	bride	grows	in	her	allegiance	to	Him	and	
sets	herself	apart	from	all	other	allegiances	to	other	men.	In	the	same	way,	a	follower	of	Christ	is	to	
turn	their	heart	away	from	sin	and	all	other	idols	while	they	wait	for	Christ´s	return.	In	the	end,	the	
groom	returns	for	His	bride,	just	like	at	the	end	of	the	age	Christ	will	return	for	His	church.		

John	14:1-3	shares	these	words	of	Jesus:		

“Let	not	your	hearts	be	troubled.	Believe	in	God;	believe	also	in	me.	In	my	Father's	house	are	
many	rooms.	 If	 it	were	not	so,	would	 I	have	told	you	that	 I	go	to	prepare	a	place	for	you?	
And	if	I	go	and	prepare	a	place	for	you,	I	will	come	again	and	will	take	you	to	myself,	that	
where	I	am	you	may	be	also.”	

So,	for	now	we	wait	for	Christ,	our	bridegroom.	This	is	our	time	of	engagement	and	courtship	where	
we	are	 to	be	 consecrated	and	 set	 apart.	Where	we	are	 to	 submit	 to	 the	Holy	 Spirit	 and	be	made	
holy.	Where	we	seek	to	know	Christ	as	well	as	we	can,	waiting	for	the	day	that	we	shall	know	Him	
fully	as	we	are	 fully	known.	This	 life	 is	merely	preparation	 for	 the	next.	Every	need	and	provision,	
every	struggle	and	deliverance,	every	illness	and	healing,	every	command	and	obedience,	is	a	step	of	
faith	that	brings	us	into	a	greater	knowledge	of	Christ	and	prepares	us	for	His	ultimate	advent,	when	
we	will	be	in	His	presence	forever.	

We	often	 read	 through	 the	miraculous	works	of	God	 in	 scripture	and	 think	 it	would	have	been	so	
much	easier	to	be	a	person	in	the	Bible	who	experienced	so	many	works	of	God	regularly	in	our	lives.	
But	when	we	really	look	at	scripture,	we	see	that	there	were	more	normal	days	of	waiting	than	days	
of	miracles.	For	example,	think	of	the	life	of	Moses:	

The	story	is	filled	with	supernatural	events.	How	incredible.	At	times	we	wish	we	had	a	life	like	that,	
but	when	we	stop	for	a	moment	and	do	the	math	we	find	something	different.	Moses	lived	for	120	
years.	10	verses	describe	his	birth	and	adoption	into	Pharaoh´s	family,	but	then	the	Bible	goes	silent	
until	Moses	 is	around	40	years	old.	Next,	Moses	flees	for	his	 life	for	killing	an	Egyptian.	We	read	a	
few	verses	of	his	entry	 into	 life	as	a	shepherd	 in	the	wilderness,	and	then	the	Bible	goes	silent	 for	
another	30-40	years,	until	Moses	sees	the	burning	bush.	The	last	40-50	years	start	with	the	plagues	
and	the	liberation	of	the	children	of	Israel	from	Egypt.	In	this	part	of	Moses’	life	we	have	much	more	
information,	 but	 we	 still	 only	 have	 the	 major	 good	 and	 bad	 events	 that	 God	 saw	 fit	 to	 include.		
Consider	how	much	of	Moses	 life	was	never	mentioned.	How	many	years	were	 just	normal	 living,	
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walking	 daily	 by	 faith.	 Some	days,	 better	 than	others.	 It	was	more	 like	 a	marathon.	 Step	by	 step.	
Advent,	the	wait	for	God	was	a	way	of	life.	That	was	where	the	victory	was	won,	where	the	Promised	
Land	 was	 prepared	 for.	 Not	 just	 in	 the	 huge	 moments	 of	 faith,	 but	 in	 the	 daily	 trudging	 in	
faithfulness.	 No	 spotlights,	 no	 glamor,	 no	 song	written	 about	 it	 or	movies	made.	 Just	 the	 normal	
days	of	life.		

We	are	to	wait	on	the	workings	of	Christ	in	our	daily	lives,	while	also	living	in	a	way	that	prepares	for	
His	second	coming.		

As	we	follow	in	the	footsteps	of	Simeon,	may	we	not	manipulate	our	situation	or	force	our	desired	
results.	May	we	 just	draw	near	to	God	and	wait	patiently	 for	what	He	has	 in	store	for	us.	May	we	
also	 follow	Anna’s	example	and	not	harden	our	hearts	 against	God	because	of	past	pain.	 Instead,	
may	we	draw	near	to	God	and	experience	what	God	has	promised.		

May	these	closing	verses	bring	encouragement	as	we	each	seek	to	wait	on	God	in	our	own	lives:	

“Be	patient,	 then,	brothers,	until	 the	Lord's	coming.	See	how	the	farmer	waits	 for	the	 land	to	
yield	 its	 valuable	 crop	 and	 how	 patient	 he	 is	 for	 the	 autumn	 and	 spring	 rains.	 You	 too,	 be	
patient	and	stand	firm,	because	the	Lord's	coming	is	near.”	(James	5:7-8)	

“Brothers	and	sisters,	as	an	example	of	patience	in	the	face	of	suffering,	take	the	prophets	who	
spoke	in	the	name	of	the	Lord.	As	you	know,	we	count	as	blessed	those	who	have	persevered.	
You	have	heard	of	Job's	perseverance	and	have	seen	what	the	Lord	finally	brought	about.	The	
Lord	is	full	of	compassion	and	mercy.”	(James	5:10-11)	

“So	then,	 those	who	suffer	according	to	God's	will	 should	commit	 themselves	 to	 their	 faithful	
Creator	and	continue	to	do	good.”	(1	Peter	4:19)	

“I	waited	patiently	 for	 the	LORD;	he	 turned	 to	me	and	heard	my	cry.	He	 lifted	me	out	of	 the	
slimy	pit,	out	of	the	mud	and	mire;	he	set	my	feet	on	a	rock,	and	gave	me	a	firm	place	to	stand.	
Many,	O	LORD	my	God,	are	the	wonders	you	have	done.”	(Psalm	40:1-2,5)	

“But	they	that	wait	upon	the	LORD	shall	renew	their	strength;	they	shall	mount	up	with	wings	
as	eagles;	they	shall	run,	and	not	be	weary;	and	they	shall	walk,	and	not	faint.”	(Isaiah	40:31)			

	

	


