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Pressing	on	towards	the	goal	
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12	Not	that	I	have	already	obtained	this	or	am	already	perfect,	but	I	press	on	to	make	it	my	
own,	because	Christ	 Jesus	has	made	me	his	own.	13	Brothers,	 I	 do	not	 consider	 that	 I	 have	
made	 it	my	own.	But	one	 thing	 I	 do:	forgetting	what	 lies	behind	and	 straining	 forward	 to	
what	lies	ahead,	14	I	press	on	toward	the	goal	for	the	prize	of	the	upward	call	of	God	in	Christ	
Jesus.	15	Let	 those	 of	 us	 who	 are	mature	 think	 this	 way,	 and	 if	 in	 anything	you	 think	
otherwise,	God	will	reveal	that	also	to	you.	16	Only	let	us	hold	true	to	what	we	have	attained.	

In	 verse	 12	 Paul	 is	 referring	 back	 to	 what	 he	 had	 just	 written	 in	 the	 previous	 verses.	 Paul	 had	
forsaken	all	the	worldly	accolades	and	the	condemning	guilt	from	his	past,	in	order	to	gain	Christ	and	
be	found	in	Him.	Now,	Paul´s	ultimate	goal	was	to	fully	and	intimately	know	Christ.	Not	to	just	know	
about	 him	 intellectually,	 or	 even	 from	 secondhand	 information.	 Paul	 sought	 to	 have	 a	 life-
transforming,	all-consuming,	personal	relationship	with	Jesus	Christ.	

Years	before,	Paul	had	 come	 to	know	Christ	 and	 it	had	 captured	and	continued	 to	hold	his	entire	
heart	and	his	life.	Since	coming	to	faith	in	Christ,	Paul	had	endured	unthinkable	hardship,	but	instead	
of	 it	pushing	him	away	 from	Christ,	 it	had	drawn	him	ever	nearer.	Above	all	 things	Paul	 longed	to	
know	Christ	and	to	become	like	Him.	

It	 was	 similar	 to	 Jesus’	 parable	 in	Matthew	 13:44	 where	 it	 says,	 “The	 kingdom	 of	 heaven	is	 like	
treasure	hidden	in	a	field,	which	a	man	found	and	covered	up.	Then	in	his	joy	he	goes	and	sells	all	
that	 he	 has	 and	buys	 that	 field.”	 Like	 this	man,	 Paul	 had	 given	 up	 all	 he	 had	 to	 take	 hold	 of	 the	
treasure	found	in	Christ.		

In	these	verses	we	see	Paul´s	unquenchable	thirst	to	become	mature	in	Christ.	 It	 is	encouraging	to	
see	Paul´s	humility	as	he	 tells	 the	Philippians	of	his	goal	 to	know	Christ,	but	also	Paul´s	admission	
that	he	had	not	yet	reached	the	spiritual	maturity	that	he	longed	for.		

This	 idea	of	 spiritual	maturity	 that	Paul	 refers	 to	 in	 these	verses	could	be	described	with	different	
words.	Mature	vs	immature.	Developed	vs	underdeveloped.	Complete	vs	incomplete.	Built	vs	under	
construction.	 Adult	 vs	 child.	 Veteran	 vs	 novice.	 Blemished	 vs	 unblemished,	 Eating	 spiritual	 meat	
instead	of	drinking	baby´s	milk.		It	was	not	some	abstract	perfection	that	Paul	was	seeking.	It	was	not	
a	greater	number	of	Bible	verses	that	he	knew,	or	more	prestigious	religious	position	in	the	church.	
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It	was	a	practical,	functional,	being	made	perfect.	It	was	a	closeness	to	Christ	that	was	so	thorough	
that	it	would	affect	every	area	of	Paul´s	life,	his	thoughts,	emotions,	desires,	goals,	and	behavior.	Not	
just	acting	 like	Christ	 in	public,	but	also	 in	private,	 and	even	 in	 solitude.	The	goal	was	 that	Christ-
likeness	would	course	through	every	area	of	Paul´s	life.	That	the	fruit	of	the	Spirit	(Galatians	5:22-23)	
–love,	 joy,	 peace,	 patience,	kindness,	 goodness,	 faithfulness,	gentleness,	self-control–	 would	 be	
present	in	his	life.		

Acts	 9:1-19	 tells	 of	 how	 Christ	 appeared	 to	 Paul	 as	 Paul	 was	 traveling	 to	 Damascus	 to	 persecute	
Christians.	 On	 that	 day	 of	 dramatic	 conversion,	 Jesus	 had	made	 Paul	 His	 own	 and	 from	 then	 on	
Paul´s	 life	would	never	be	 the	same.	 In	 response,	Paul,	now	with	his	whole	heart,	worked	 to	 take	
hold	of	everything	that	He	had	in	Christ.		

Here,	once	again,	we	see	the	glimpse	of	 the	now	and	the	not	yet.	 Jesus	had	taken	ownership	and	
responsibility	for	all	that	Paul	was,	and	now	Paul	was	working	out	this	salvation,	now	figuring	out	all	
the	spiritual	resources	that	he	now	had	access	to	in	Christ.		

For	an	orphaned	child,	it	is	a	blessing	to	be	adopted	into	a	family	where	a	man	and	a	woman	become	
your	parents,	but	it	is	something	totally	different	to	begin	to	experience	the	wonders	of	being	a	child	
protected,	provided,	hugged,	cherished,	played	with,	and	completely,	unconditionally	loved	by	mom	
and	dad.	Christ	had	 taken	hold	of	Paul	and	now	Paul´s	goal	was	 to	 take	hold	of	all	 that	he	had	 in	
Christ.		

Paul	was	in	the	process	of	coming	to	fully	know	Christ,	but	he	realized	that	there	was	still	so	much	he	
needed	to	learn	and	experience	with	Christ.		With	this	in	mind,	Paul	set	aside	all	that	was	in	the	past	
that	might	detain	or	distract	him.	He	set	aside	his	past	achievements	that	would	have	been	a	source	
of	pride,	and	he	set	aside	the	memories	of	past	sins	that	could	have	crushed	his	spirit.	And	with	all	
his	might	pressed	on	toward	the	goal	for	the	prize.	

It	reminds	us	of	the	words	we	find	in	Hebrews	12:1-2,	“Therefore,	since	we	are	surrounded	by	such	
a	 great	 cloud	 of	 witnesses,	 let	 us	 throw	 off	 everything	 that	 hinders	 and	 the	 sin	 that	 so	 easily	
entangles.	 And	 let	 us	 run	with	 perseverance	the	 race	 marked	 out	 for	 us,	fixing	 our	 eyes	 on	
Jesus,	the	pioneer	and	perfecter	of	faith.	For	the	joy	set	before	him	he	endured	the	cross,	scorning	
its	shame,	and	sat	down	at	the	right	hand	of	the	throne	of	God.”	

Paul	pressed	on	toward	the	goal	for	the	prize.	These	words	would	have	described	a	racer	stretching	
with	all	his	might	for	the	tape	at	the	finish	line.	It	is	one	casting	off	everything	that	slows	them	down	
or	distracts	them	so	that	they	might	run	the	best	race	possible,	and	win.	

This	was	the	true	call	of	every	believer.	Jesus	is	the	goal	and	the	prize.	Christ	is	the	goal	which	we	all	
must	continue	to	press	towards.	Our	main	goal	is	not	feeding	the	poor,	growing	a	bigger	church,	or	
having	more	ministries.	We	must	 keep	our	 eyes	 on	 the	 prize.	 Jesus.	 The	others	will	 follow	 as	 the	
Spirit	leads.	All	who	are	mature	in	the	faith	will	seek	the	same.	Those	who	do	not	should	turn	to	God	
and	let	Him	make	this	truth	known	to	them.	

17	Brothers,	join	 in	 imitating	me,	 and	 keep	 your	 eyes	 on	 those	who	walk	according	 to	 the	
example	you	have	 in	us.	18	For	many,	of	whom	I	have	often	told	you	and	now	tell	you	even	
with	tears,	walk	as	enemies	of	the	cross	of	Christ.	19	Their	end	is	destruction,	their	god	is	their	
belly,	and	they	glory	in	their	shame,	with	minds	set	on	earthly	things.		
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Paul	drew	them	to	himself	with	this	word	“brothers”.	Then	he	gave	a	very	bold	instruction.	Imitate	
me.	One	might	elaborate	more	by	saying,	“imitate	me,	as	I	imitate	Christ.”		

In	some	ways	it	would	be	similar	to	a	“bell	sheep”.	Sheep	are	well	known	for	their	flocking	or	herding	
instinct.	They	stay	together	for	the	sake	of	protection.	When	one	sheep	begins	to	move,	the	others	
often	 follow,	 blindly.	 This	 flocking,	 following	 instinct	 is	 so	 strong	 that	 it	 caused	 the	 death	 of	 400	
sheep	 in	2006	 in	eastern	Turkey.	The	sheep	plunged	to	their	death	after	one	of	the	sheep	tried	to	
cross	 a	 15-meter	 deep	 ravine,	 and	 the	 rest	 of	 the	 flock	 followed.1	 The	 shepherd	 often	 took	
advantage	of	this	instinct	and	would	put	a	bell	around	the	neck	of	the	sheep	that	best	followed	him.	
When	the	shepherd	would	move,	the	bell	sheep	would	move	and	so	would	the	flock.	And	if	some	of	
the	sheep	became	too	separated	they	could	still	hear	the	bell	over	the	next	hill	and	be	able	to	find	
the	bell	sheep	and	thus	the	shepherd.		

That	is	the	role	we,	too,	are	to	play.	As	Paul	followed	Christ,	the	Good	Shepherd,	he	called	out	to	the	
Philippians	to	follow	His	example.	In	the	church,	that	is	the	role	of	church	leaders,	and	in	the	home	
that	 is	 the	 role	 of	 parents.	We	 are	 to	 be	 a	 people	who	walk	 rightly	with	God	 in	 such	 a	way	 that	
others	can	follow	our	lead	and	find	their	way	back	to	Jesus	Christ,	our	good	shepherd.	

It	is	not	that	we	are	perfect,	but	like	Paul	we	need	to	be	continuing	in	the	process	of	seeking	Christ	
with	sincerity	and	integrity.		

Paul	 then	 described	 bad	 examples	 that	 the	 Philippians	 might	 encounter.	 They	 were	 to	 avoid	
examples	of	those	who	in	reality	were	enemies	of	the	cross	of	Christ.	Those	who	were	really	wolves	
in	sheep´s	clothing.	Those	whose	fruit	did	not	testify	to	their	submission	to	Christ.	Those	who	said	
the	right	words,	but	whose	lives	told	a	completely	other	story.	

These	 false	 teachers	 and	 false	Christians	would	be	 recognized	by	 the	 fact	 that	 “Their	 god	 is	 their	
belly,	and	they	glory	in	their	shame,	with	minds	set	on	earthly	things.”	Though	they	talked	of	life,	
their	final	destination	would	be	destruction.	

20	But	our	citizenship	is	in	heaven,	and	from	it	we	await	a	Savior,	the	Lord	Jesus	Christ,	21	who	
will	 transform	our	 lowly	 body	to	 be	 like	 his	 glorious	 body,	by	 the	 power	 that	 enables	 him	
even	to	subject	all	things	to	himself.	

4	 1	Therefore,	my	brothers,	whom	I	 love	and	long	 for,	my	 joy	and	crown,	stand	 firm	thus	 in	
the	Lord,	my	beloved.	

Paul	then	sought	to	change	their	perspective	on	things.	This	is	often	one	of	the	goals	of	counseling.	
The	 counselee	 is	 so	 bound	 by	 the	 pain,	 emotions,	 struggle	 of	 the	 situation,	 and	 it	 is	made	worse	
because	they	are	looking	at	it	from	a	worldly	perspective.	One	needs	to	help	them	change	their	view	
of	 the	 situation	 and	 change	 into	 their	 spiritual	 glasses	 so	 they	 can	 see	 the	 true	 reality	 of	 the	
situation.		

Paul	did	that	by	talking	of	their	citizenship.	That	was	of	great	importance	in	Philippi,	because	Philippi	
was	 a	Roman	 colony.	 The	 vast	majority	of	 its	 citizens	were	 former	Roman	 soldiers	who	had	been	
given	 their	 citizenship	 and	 land	 in	 Philippi	 after	 they	 completed	 their	 military	 service.	 This	 was	
Rome´s	way	of	securing	the	allegiance	of	the	city,	which	was	in	a	strategic	location.		
																																																													
1	http://www.sheep101.info/201/behavior.html	
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In	Philippi	the	people	were	committed	Romans.	They	dressed	like	people	in	Rome.	They	followed	the	
culture	of	Rome.	They	spoke	the	language	of	Rome.	Their	citizenship	was	of	utmost	importance	and	
the	source	of	great	pride.	Caesar	was	Lord!	

In	the	midst	of	this,	Paul	reminds	the	church	 in	Philippi	that	they	now	serve	a	different	Lord.	They	
are	 now	 citizens	 of	 an	 even	 greater	 kingdom.	 Their	 earthly	 bodies	 will	 be	 transformed	 by	 Jesus	
Christ,	who	will	submit	all	to	Himself	when	He	returns.		

Christ	is	their	hope.	In	the	midst	of	possible	persecution	and	being	vastly	outnumbered,	they	could	
wait	with	 confidence	 that	 Jesus	Christ,	 the	 Lord	of	 all,	would	 come	 for	 them.	Although	Rome	and	
ungodliness	seemed	to	have	the	upper	hand,	their	Savior	was	coming,	and	at	that	time	every	knee	
will	 bow	and	every	 tongue	will	 confess	Him	as	 Lord.	 	Regardless	of	what	 they	might	 suffer	 in	 this	
lifetime,	they	would	receive	an	eternal	glorified	body	and	would	be	citizens	in	heaven,	the	ultimate	
kingdom,	forever.		

Because	of	this,	they	were	to	stand	firm	in	their	faith.		

We,	too,	are	to	press	on	for	this	same	prize.	Taking	hold	of	the	Christ	who	has	taken	hold	of	us.	To	
know	Christ	and	to	become	like	Him.	That	is	our	goal	as	people	and	as	a	church.	Today,	what	do	we	
need	to	set	aside	that	is	slowing	us	down	or	leading	in	the	wrong	direction?	What	can	we	do	to	lean	
more	fully	into	the	finish	line	that	is	Jesus	Christ?	As	a	church,	may	we	see	our	role	as	the	middle	leg	
of	a	spiritual	relay.	For	60	years	others	have	gone	before	us,	for	now	we	have	been	given	the	baton,	
but	one	day	we	will	pass	it	off	to	those	who	will	come	after	us.		

As	we	celebrate	our	60th	anniversary	today,	 I	would	like	to	end	with	telling	you	our	church´s	story.	
Immanuel	Baptist	Church	was	first	the	idea	of	US	military	personnel	in	Spain,	who	were	stationed	at	
the	American	air	force	base	in	Torrejón,	back	in	the	1950’s	and	60’s.	The	small	group	was	helped	by	
Baptists	from	the	United	States	and	finally	became	a	church	on	Oct.	22,	1961.		

For	 the	 first	 four	 years,	 the	 church	met	 in	 a	 rented	building	 located	at	C/	Gregorio	Benítez,	 8	 –	 a	
former	car	mechanics	shop!	The	mechanics	service	pit	converted	into	a	baptistry!		

In	Feb.	1964	 (the	Franco	era),	 IBC	was	granted	permission	 to	post	 the	 first	 sign	of	any	evangelical	
church	 in	Spain,	advertising	 its	worship	services	–	partly	because	 the	sign	was	 in	English!	This	was	
the	result	of	pressure	from	the	U.S.	government,	which	had	thousands	of	troops	stationed	in	Spain.	
The	 American	 ambassador	 at	 that	 time,	 Robert	Woodward,	 visited	 the	 church	 for	 Easter	 services	
that	year	and	shared	that	he	had	brought	Dr.	Martin	Luther	King,	Jr.,	to	see	the	church	property	and	
the	 sign,	 because	 having	 that	 legally	 posted	 sign	 of	 an	 evangelical	 church	 in	 Spain	 had	 definitely	
attracted	international	attention.		

Efforts	 to	 purchase	 the	 mechanic´s	 shop	 failed,	 but	 the	 Pastor	 saw	 a	 “for	 sale”	 sign	 on	 an	 old	
summer	 palace,	 that	 had	 previously	 been	 the	 royal	 family´s	 hunting	 lodge,	 on	 C/.	 Hernández	 de	
Tejada,	which	had	belonged	to	the	family	of	Alfonso	XIII,	great-grandfather	of	the	current	King	Felipe	
VI.	 The	 building	 had	 been	 built	 in	 1910.	 The	 building	 was	 bought	 and	 eventually	 paid	 for.	 After	
renovations,	the	first	church	service	was	held	on	March	20,	1966.	
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During	its	first	25	years,	IBC	was	church	home	to	hundreds	of	mostly	US	military	personnel,	as	well	
as	 international	 diplomats	 and	 businessmen.	 In	 the	 early	 1990’s,	 however,	 as	 the	US	 turned	 over	
control	of	the	Torrejón	air	base	to	the	Spanish,	the	membership	of	the	church	began	to	change	from	
a	 majority	 of	 North	 Americans	 to	 predominantly	 international.	 This	 trend	 became	 even	 more	
pronounced	with	the	massive	immigration	to	Spain	that	began	in	the	late	1990’s.		

Since	the	turn	of	the	century,	 IBC	has	continued	to	grow.	Starting	 in	the	fall	of	2008,	two	morning	
services	 began	 to	 be	 a	 regular	 feature	 of	 IBC	 life.	 Since	 then	 the	ministries	 and	 attendance	 have	
continued	to	grow.	So	much	so	that	in	2014	the	new	building	was	built.		

The	church	has	continued	to	grow	as	many	people	have	passed	through.	Today	IBC	serves	as	church	
home	for	people	from	over	40	nations	who	enjoy	worshiping	in	English	with	fellow	Christians	from	
other	 continents	 and	 denominations,	 with	 different	 ethnic	 backgrounds	 and	 a	 vast	 variety	 of	
personal	and	professional	experience.	

God	has	been	faithful	 to	 IBC	and	all	 the	people	who	have	been	part	of	 this	church	for	 the	past	60	
years.	It	is	now	our	turn	to	seek	Jesus	with	all	that	we	are	as	we	Press	on	Towards	the	Goal	and	all	
that	God	has	planned	for	us	and	for	this	church	in	the	future.		

	

Discussion	questions:	

1. What	from	this	sermon	did	you	find	interesting?	

2. What	is	the	goal	that	Paul	was	pressing	on	towards?	

3. In	your	own	words,	explain	the	idea	of	Paul´s	be	a	bell	sheep.	

4. Who	in	your	life	is	watching	your	example?	From	your	example,	do	you	think	they	are	closer	
to	Christ	or	farther	from	Him?	

5. How	 do	 you	 think	 it	 helped	 the	 Philippians	 to	 be	 reminded	 of	 their	 eternal	 citizenship	 in	
heaven?	

6. What	 might	 distract	 a	 person/church	 from	 pursuing	 Jesus?	 How	 might	 a	 person/church	
prevent	that	from	happening?	

7. What	do	you	think	you	need	to	remember	from	this	sermon?	What	do	you	think	God	wants	
you	to	do	about	that?	

8. How	can	we	help?	


