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God	never	stops	drawing	us	to	Himself	

	
Pastor	Tim	Melton	

	

Have	you	ever	had	something	that	was	out	of	reach?	No	matter	what	you	did,	you	could	not	take	
hold	 of	 it.	Maybe	 it	was	 getting	 a	 job	 that	would	 give	 your	 family	 financial	 security,	 or	 living	 in	 a	
different	country	with	more	opportunities,	or	being	married	or	having	a	child,	or	being	free	from	a	
chronic	illness	or	escaping	an	addictive	behavior.	It	did	not	matter	what	you	did,	the	goal	continued	
to	be	out	of	reach.		

God	belongs	to	this	category	as	well.	He	is	out	of	reach.	Our	sin	has	separated	us	from	God	and	there	
is	nothing	that	we	can	do	to	bridge	the	void	(Isaiah	59:2).	Scripture,	time-and-again,	reminds	us	of	
the	hopelessness	of	mankind.	We	are	strangers,	foreigners,	lost,	blind,	enemies	of	God,	wicked;	like	
Adam	and	Eve,	barred	 from	 the	presence	of	God.	We	have	 lost	our	way	and	cannot	 find	our	way	
home.	

But	praise	be	to	God,	that	when	there	was	no	way	that	we	could	reach	out	to	God,	He,	through	Jesus	
Christ,	reached	out	to	us.	God	demonstrates	His	love	for	us	in	that	while	we	were	yet	sinners	Christ	
died	for	us	(Romans	5:8).	Jesus	Christ	took	on	the	form	of	man	and	lived	a	sinless	 life.	He	willingly	
died	on	a	Roman	cross	to	pay	for	our	sin.	After	three	days	He	was	raised	from	the	dead,	proving	that	
the	penalty	of	sin	had	been	paid	in	full.		

Even	with	this	divine	step	that	God,	through	Christ,	had	taken	towards	us,	we	still	are	bound	by	our	
sin	 and	 are	 not	 able	 to	 reach	 out	 to	 him.	 On	 our	 own,	 sin	 enslaves	 our	 hearts,	 and	 our	 unbelief	
continues	to	turn	us	against	God.		Romans	3	reminds	us	that	none	of	us	are	good.	On	our	own,	none	
of	us	will	seek	God.	The	gift	has	been	offered,	but	we	do	not	have	the	ability	to	receive	it.		

Once	again	God	works	to	bring	near	that	which	is	still	out	of	reach.	

The	Holy	Spirit	convicts	us	of	sin	and	leads	us	 into	all	 truth	(John	16:13).	 It	 is	the	Father	 in	heaven	
who	reveals	to	us	the	identity	of	Christ	(Matthew	16:16-17).	Christ	is	the	Author	and	Perfecter	of	our	
faith.	As	we	are	granted	faith	we	respond	with	repentance	and	belief	in	Christ.			

Through	Christ	God	reached	out	to	us,	and	it	is	also	God	who	enables	us	to	reach	out	to	Him:	“For	by	
grace	you	have	been	saved	through	faith.	And	this	is	not	your	own	doing;	it	is	the	gift	of	God,	not	a	
result	of	works,	so	that	no	one	may	boast”	(Ephesians	2:8-9).	

In	John	6,	we	find	an	example	of	this	truth.	Jesus	was	speaking	to	Jews	who	refused	to	receive	His	
words.	 They	 grumbled	 among	 themselves	 about	 Jesus’	 claims	 of	 being	 the	 Bread	 of	 Life	 and	 His	
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coming	from	heaven.	In	response	Jesus	said	in	John	6:44,	“No	one	can	come	to	me	unless	the	Father	
who	sent	me	draws	him.”	

It	 is	God	who	 reached	out	 towards	us	and	who	now	draws	us	 to	Himself.	When	you	consider	 this	
truth,	what	did	God	use	to	draw	you	to	Himself?	In	some	cases,	God	used	family	members	or	friends.	
Maybe	 it	was	 a	 serious	 illness	or	 suffering	which	 turned	 your	heart	 towards	Him.	Maybe	 it	was	 a	
longing	for	peace	or	your	need	to	be	freed	from	addiction.	At	times	God	has	used	a	combination	of	
things	to	prepare	the	soil	of	our	hearts	for	the	seed	of	the	gospel.		

I	would	now	 like	us	 to	 turn	 to	 the	book	of	Daniel	 to	see	an	example	of	how	God	draws	people	 to	
Himself.	

History	knows	him	as	Nebuchadnezzar	II,	the	Bible	refers	to	him	simply	as	Nebuchadnezzar.	He	was	
the	 King	 of	 Babylonia	 from	 about	 605	 BC	 to	 about	 562	 BC.	 He	 is	 considered	 to	 have	 been	 the	
greatest	king	of	Babylonia.	We	see	him	mentioned	most	in	scripture	in	Daniel	1-4.	

Nebuchadnezzar´s	first	awareness	of	the	God	of	Israel	was	during	the	period	when	Judah	was	forced	
to	submit	to	Babylonia	and	pay	tribute	in	605	BC.	In	597	BC,	and	again	in	588	BC,	Judah	rebelled.	In	
response,	Nebuchadnezzar,	with	his	 army,	 invaded	 Judah.	 They	 conquered,	deported	many	of	 the	
people	to	Babylon,	and	completely	destroyed	much	of	the	temple	and	most	of	Jerusalem.	

This	was	our	 introduction	to	Nebuchadnezzar.	He	was	a	pagan,	brutal,	warrior-king.	Scripture	even	
refers	to	him	as	an	enemy	of	God.	Who	would	ever	imagine	that	God	could	and	would	draw	a	man	
like	this	to	Himself?	

In	Daniel	1,	we	read	about	Daniel,	Shadrach,	Meshach	and	Abednego.	They	were	young	men	who	
had	been	taken	from	Judah	and	were	now	 in	 training	 to	serve	the	King	of	Babylonia.	Even	though	
they	were	far	from	home	and	far	from	family,	they	still	chose	to	not	defile	themselves.	They	refused	
the	 unclean	 foods	 of	 Babylon,	 risking	 that	 they	 might	 displease	 the	 king.	 Because	 of	 this,	 God	
blessed	them.	When	they	were	brought	before	King	Nebuchadnezzar,	“in	every	matter	of	wisdom	
and	understanding	about	which	the	king	inquired	of	them,	he	found	them	ten	times	better	than	all	
the	magicians	and	enchanters	that	were	in	all	his	kingdom.”	This	was	likely	King	Nebuchadnezzar´s	
first	positive	experience	with	the	people	who	belonged	to	the	Yahweh,	the	God	of	Judah.		

In	Daniel	2,	it	is	recorded	that	God	gave	Nebuchadnezzar	a	dream,	a	prophecy	about	the	kings	that	
would	come	after	him.	The	only	problem	was	that	Nebuchadnezzar	could	not	remember	the	dream.	
Nebuchadnezzar	 called	 in	 all	 of	 his	magicians,	 enchanters,	 sorcerers	 and	wisemen.	 He	 demanded	
that	they	tell	him	his	dream	and	its	meaning.	If	they	did	not	make	known	to	him	the	dream	and	its	
interpretation,	they	would	be	torn	“limb	from	limb,	and	their	houses	would	be	laid	in	ruins”.	But	if	
they	 could	 show	 the	 dream	 and	 its	 interpretation,	Nebuchadnezzar	 would	 give	 them	 gifts	 and	
rewards	and	great	honor	(Daniel	2:5-6).		

The	 advisers	 and	 wisemen	 begged	 Nebuchadnezzar,	 knowing	 that	 what	 he	 demanded	 was	
impossible.	 In	 their	 own	words	 they	 even	 declared,	 “no	 one	 can	 show	 it	 to	 the	 king	 except	 the	
gods.”	 In	 response	 Nebuchadnezzar	 commanded	 that	 all	 the	 wisemen	 of	 Babylon	 be	 killed.	 This	
included	 Daniel	 and	 his	 companions,	 who	 had	 not	 been	 there	 and	 who	 had	 not	 yet	 heard	 of	
Nebuchadnezzar´s	demands	or	threats.		
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Once	Daniel	heard	of	the	urgent	need,	he	prayed	to	God.	During	the	night,	God	gave	Daniel	a	vision	
that	 revealed	 the	dream	and	 its	meaning.	Daniel	 then	went	before	King	Nebuchadnezzar	and	was	
introduced	as	an	exile	from	Judah.	We	read	the	following	words	in	Daniel	2:27-28:	

“Daniel	 answered	 the	 king	 and	 said,	 ‘No	wise	men,	 enchanters,	magicians,	 or	 astrologers	
can	show	to	the	king	the	mystery	that	the	king	has	asked,	but	there	is	a	God	in	heaven	who	
reveals	 mysteries,	 and	 he	 has	 made	 known	 to	 King	 Nebuchadnezzar	 what	 will	 be	 in	 the	
latter	days.’”	

Then	Daniel	told	him	everything	that	the	God	of	Judah	had	revealed.		

We	read	Nebuchadnezzar´s	response	in	Daniel	2:46-49:			

“Then	King	Nebuchadnezzar	fell	upon	his	face	and	paid	homage	to	Daniel,	and	commanded	
that	an	offering	and	incense	be	offered	up	to	him.	47	The	king	answered	and	said	to	Daniel,	
‘Truly,	your	God	is	God	of	gods	and	Lord	of	kings,	and	a	revealer	of	mysteries,	for	you	have	
been	 able	 to	 reveal	 this	 mystery.’	48	Then	 the	 king	 gave	 Daniel	 high	 honors	 and	 many	
great	gifts,	and	made	him	ruler	over	the	whole	province	of	Babylon	and	chief	prefect	over	all	
the	wise	men	of	Babylon.	49	Daniel	made	a	request	of	the	king,	and	he	appointed	Shadrach,	
Meshach,	and	Abednego	over	the	affairs	of	the	province	of	Babylon.”	

Through	 this	 experience	God	had	 begun	 to	 draw	Nebuchadnezzar	 to	Himself,	 but	 there	were	 still	
more	steps	that	needed	to	be	taken.		

In	Daniel	3,	we	read	that	Nebuchadnezzar	had	a	golden	statue	built	 in	his	honor.	Scripture	tells	us	
that	 it	 was	 27	 meters	 tall.	 That	 would	 be	 equivalent	 to	 a	 6-story	 building.	 Nebuchadnezzar	
commanded	 that	 all	 the	 officials	 of	 all	 the	 provinces	 of	 the	 Babylonian	 Empire	 come	 to	 the	
dedication	of	the	image	of	himself	that	he	had	constructed.	This	brought	together	many	peoples	of	
many	 nations	 and	 many	 languages	 that	 now	 were	 subject	 to	 the	 Babylonians	 and	 to	
Nebuchadnezzar.	 It	 was	 to	 be	 a	 demonstration	 of	 their	 submission	 and	 loyalty	 to	 King	
Nebuchadnezzar.	

Daniel	3:4-6	tells	us	what	happened	next:	

“And	 the	 herald	proclaimed	 aloud,	 ‘You	 are	 commanded,	 O	peoples,	 nations,	 and	
languages,	5	that	when	you	hear	the	sound	of	the	horn,	pipe,	lyre,	trigon,	harp,	bagpipe,	and	
every	 kind	 of	 music,	 you	are	 to	 fall	 down	 and	 worship	 the	 golden	 image	 that	 King	
Nebuchadnezzar	 has	 set	 up.	6	And	 whoever	 does	 not	 fall	 down	 and	 worship	 shall	
immediately	be	cast	into	a	burning	fiery	furnace.’”	

As	 soon	 as	 the	 officials	 heard	 the	 instruments	 play,	 they	 all	 fell	 down	 and	worshiped	 the	 golden	
image	that	King	Nebuchadnezzar	had	set	up.	They	all	 fell	down	and	worshiped,	except	for	Daniel´s	
three	friends,	Shadrach,	Meshach	and	Abednego.	

They	were	then	brought	before	King	Nebuchadnezzar,	who	 in	anger	offered	them	mercy	by	giving	
them	 another	 chance.	 He	would	 have	 the	music	 play	 again	 and	 they	 could	 bow	 and	worship	 his	
golden	image	as	they	should	have	the	first	time.	 If	they	did	not	bow,	they	would	be	thrown	into	a	
furnace,	“and	who	is	the	god	who	will	deliver	you	out	of	my	hands?”	
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In	response	they	said,	“‘O	Nebuchadnezzar,	we	have	no	need	to	answer	you	in	this	matter.	17	If	this	
be	 so,	our	God	whom	we	 serve	 is	 able	 to	 deliver	 us	 from	 the	 burning	 fiery	 furnace,	 and	 he	will	
deliver	us	out	of	your	hand,	O	king.	18	But	if	not,	be	it	known	to	you,	O	king,	that	we	will	not	serve	
your	gods	or	worship	the	golden	image	that	you	have	set	up.’”	

Nebuchadnezzar	 became	 so	 angry	 that	 he	 ordered	 the	 furnace	 heated	 seven	 times	 hotter	 than	
usual.	He	ordered	them	to	be	bound	while	still	wearing	all	their	robes,	hats	and	other	garments	and	
had	them	thrown	into	the	furnace.	The	furnace	was	so	hot	and	the	king’s	order	so	urgent	that	the	
flames	 of	 the	 fire	 killed	 the	 king’s	 men	 who	 threw	 Shadrach,	 Meschach	 and	 Abednego	 into	 the	
furnace.	

God	 then	miraculously	 saved	 them	 from	 the	 fire.	As	Nebuchadnezzar	peered	 into	 the	 furnace,	 he	
saw	that	they	were	no	 longer	bound.	They	were	not	burned	at	all.	A	 fourth	person	 looking	“like	a	
son	of	the	gods”	appeared	with	them.	When	the	king	called	them	out	of	the	furnace,	the	king	and	all	
his	officials	gathered	around	and	saw	that	“the	hair	of	their	heads	was	not	singed,	their	cloaks	were	
not	harmed,	and	no	smell	of	smoke	had	come	upon	them.”	

In	 response,	“	 28	Nebuchadnezzar	answered	and	said,	 ‘Blessed	be	 the	God	of	Shadrach,	Meshach,	
and	 Abednego,	 who	has	 sent	 his	 angel	 and	delivered	 his	 servants,	 who	trusted	 in	 him,	 and	 set	
aside	the	 king's	 command,	 and	 yielded	 up	 their	 bodies	 rather	 than	serve	 and	 worship	 any	 god	
except	 their	own	God.	29	Therefore	I	make	a	decree:	Any	people,	nation,	or	 language	 that	 speaks	
anything	against	the	God	of	Shadrach,	Meshach,	and	Abednego	shall	be	torn	limb	from	limb,	and	
their	houses	laid	in	ruins,	for	there	is	no	other	god	who	is	able	to	rescue	in	this	way.’”	

Let	us	think	back	for	a	moment.	Nebuchadnezzar,	the	enemy	of	God,	had	first	desecrated	the	temple	
of	Yahweh	when	he	destroyed	Jerusalem.	He	 later	had	a	positive	experience	with	the	 followers	of	
Yahweh	 as	 Daniel,	 Shadrach,	Meshach	 and	 Abednego,	 young	men	 from	 Judah,	were	 found	 to	 be	
wiser	than	any	of	the	king´s	advisers.	

Through	Daniel,	God	 then	revealed	 the	king´s	dream	and	 its	meaning.	Nebuchadnezzar	 responded	
by	praising	Daniel´s	God.	It	was	a	move	in	the	right	direction,	but	there	was	still	much	to	be	done.		

The	 king	 then	built	 a	 golden	 image	of	 himself	 and	ordered	his	 officials	 to	worship	him.	 Shadrach,	
Meshach	and	Abednego	refused	to	bow	and	were	thrown	into	the	furnace.	Yahweh	saved	them	and	
Nebuchadnezzar	then	praised	the	God	of	Shadrach,	Meshach	and	Abednego.	He	even	ordered	that	
anyone	who	spoke	against	their	God	“shall	be	torn	limb	from	limb	and	their	houses	laid	to	ruins,	for	
there	is	no	other	god	who	is	able	to	save	in	this	way.”	

The	king	seemed	to	be	more	convinced	of	the	power	of	God	than	before,	and	felt	that	others	should	
as	well,	but	in	reality	Yahweh	was	still	not	his	God,	just	the	God	of	Judah.		

In	Daniel	4,	God	gave	Nebuchadnezzar	another	dream.	Daniel	interpreted	this	dream	as	well.	It	was	
a	decree	of	the	Most	High	God.	 It	 told	of	dark	days	that	were	coming	for	the	king,	that	would	not	
end	until	the	King	humbled	himself	before	God	and	realized	that	“the	Most	High	rules	the	Kingdom	
of	men	and	gives	it	to	whom	he	wills.”	

One	day,	twelve	months	later,	King	Nebuchadnezzar	was	walking	on	the	roof	of	his	royal	palace	and	
said	to	himself:		
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“‘Is	not	this	great	Babylon,	which	I	have	built	by	my	mighty	power	as	a	royal	residence	and	
for	the	glory	of	my	majesty?’	31	While	 the	words	were	still	 in	 the	king's	mouth,	 there	 fell	a	
voice	from	heaven,	‘O	King	Nebuchadnezzar,	to	you	it	is	spoken:	The	kingdom	has	departed	
from	you,	32	and	you	shall	be	driven	from	among	men,	and	your	dwelling	shall	be	with	the	
beasts	of	the	field.	And	you	shall	be	made	to	eat	grass	like	an	ox,	and	seven	periods	of	time	
shall	pass	over	you,	until	you	know	that	the	Most	High	rules	the	kingdom	of	men	and	gives	it	
to	 whom	 he	 will.’	33	Immediately	 the	 word	 was	 fulfilled	 against	 Nebuchadnezzar.	He	 was	
driven	 from	among	men	and	ate	 grass	 like	 an	ox,	 and	his	 body	was	wet	with	 the	dew	of	
heaven	till	his	hair	grew	as	long	as	eagles'	feathers,	and	his	nails	were	like	birds'	claws.”	

In	his	own	words,	Nebuchadnezzar	then	told	of	his	encounter	with	God:	

“	 34	At	 the	 end	 of	 the	 days	 I,	 Nebuchadnezzar,	 lifted	 my	 eyes	 to	 heaven,	 and	my	 reason	
returned	 to	 me,	 and	 I	 blessed	 the	 Most	 High,	 and	 praised	 and	 honored	him	 who	 lives	
forever,	 for	 his	 dominion	 is	 an	 everlasting	 dominion,	 and	his	 kingdom	 endures	 from	
generation	 to	 generation;	 35	all	 the	 inhabitants	 of	 the	 earth	 are	 accounted	 as	
nothing,	and	he	 does	 according	 to	 his	 will	 among	 the	 host	 of	 heaven	 and	 among	 the	
inhabitants	of	the	earth;	and	none	can	stay	his	hand	or	say	to	him,	‘What	have	you	done?’	
36	At	the	same	time	my	reason	returned	to	me,	and	for	the	glory	of	my	kingdom,	my	majesty	
and	splendor	returned	to	me.	My	counselors	and	my	lords	sought	me,	and	I	was	established	
in	my	kingdom,	and	still	more	greatness	was	added	to	me.	37	Now	I,	Nebuchadnezzar,	praise	
and	 extol	 and	 honor	 the	King	 of	 heaven,	for	 all	 his	works	 are	 right	 and	his	ways	 are	 just;	
and	those	who	walk	in	pride	he	is	able	to	humble.”	

From	 enemy	 of	 God	 to	worshipper	 of	 God,	 through	many	 steps,	 God	 changed	 Nebuchadnezzar’s	
heart.	If	God	can	have	compassion	on	a	man	like	this.	If	God	can	have	the	patience	and	the	power	to	
draw	 a	man	 like	 this	 to	 Himself,	 can	He	 still	 not	 do	 the	 same	 for	 us?	Maybe	 you	 are	 still	 kicking	
against	 the	goads	as	did	the	Apostle	Paul	before	he	finally	believed	 in	 Jesus.	Fighting	against	what	
God	is	doing	in	your	life,	refusing	to	give	up	control	as	God	seeks	to	bring	you	to	Himself.	Today	will	
you	finally	humble	yourself	before	Jesus	and	believe?	There	is	a	God,	who	was	out	of	reach,	who	has	
now	drawn	near.	

God	not	only	draws	us	to	Himself	at	salvation,	God	continues	to	draw	us	to	Himself	all	throughout	
the	Christian	life.	We	are	now	in	Christ	and	He	in	us.	Nothing	can	separate	us	from	the	love	of	Christ.	
Even	in	those	moments	when	we	wander	away	from	Christ,	He	is	there	to	draw	us	back	to	Himself.		

The	greatest	thing	God	can	give	to	His	children	is	Himself.	We	are	His.	So,	time	and	again	He	drives	
us	back	into	His	arms.	He	convicts	us	of	sin	to	draw	us	towards	His	forgiveness.	He	allows	us	to	see	
our	weakness	so	that	we	will	rely	on	His	strength.	He	allows	need	so	we	experience	His	provision.	In	
John	5:17,	 Jesus	says	 that	 the	Father	 is	always	working.	 In	 John	5:19,	 Jesus	 then	said	 that	He	only	
does	what	He	sees	the	Father	doing.	

That	is	where	we	each	find	ourselves	today.	If	you	are	in	Christ,	you	are	a	child	of	God	and	have	full	
access	to	intimacy	with	God.	In	every	moment	He	is	working	to	draw	you	closer	to	Himself.	Will	we	
follow	the	example	of	Jesus	and	join	with	the	Father	in	what	He	is	already	doing	in	our	lives?	Or	will	
we	be	like	an	obstinate	child	who	pushes	away	from	their	parents,	when	they	are	the	key	to	being	
loved	and	meeting	their	needs?	
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In	the	midst	of	uncertainty,	don´t	shake	your	fist	at	God	and	turn	away	as	if	He	is	not	faithful	to	us.	
Bow	your	hearts	and	bend	your	knees.	Cry	out	to	Him.	Cast	your	cares	upon	Him	because	He	cares	
for	you	(1	Peter	5:7).	

It	 could	be	 that	 you	are	passing	 through	a	dark	 season	of	 the	 soul.	A	 spiritual	wilderness	of	 sorts	
where	it	feels	that	God	is	nowhere	to	be	found	and	does	not	care.	But	we	must	believe	that	this	is	
not	 true.	He	 is	 Immanuel	God	with	us.	He	has	drawn	near.	He	abides	 in	us.	At	 times	of	 suffering,	
uncertainty	or	even	sin,	God	seems	to	be	distant	and	yet	is	only	a	prayer,	a	confession,	or	a	step	of	
faith	away.		

Or	 it	 might	 be	 that	 you	 have	 grown	 accustomed	 to	 a	 mediocre	 faith	 that	 seems	 to	 be	 avoiding	
blatant	sin	but	 is	not	experiencing	any	nearness	to	God.	Today,	pray	for	more.	Ask	for	eyes	to	see	
what	He	is	doing	in	your	life	and	let	Him	draw	you	near.		

Humble	yourself	and	stop	fighting	against	the	current	of	God.	Join	Him	where	He	is	working	and	be	
drawn	near	to	God.		

	

Discussion	questions:	

1. What	did	you	find	interesting	about	this	sermon?	

2. What	has	God	used	in	your	life	to	draw	you	to	Himself?	

3. Who	in	your	life	do	you	wish	would	come	to	know	Christ?	

4. What	do	you	think	you	need	to	remember	from	this	sermon?	

5. What	do	you	think	God	wants	you	to	do	in	response	to	this	sermon?	

6. How	can	we	pray	for	you?	


