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As	we	 pass	 through	 this	 time	 of	 Covid-19	many	 churches	 have	 been	 affected.	 I	 heard	 this	week	 that	
some	of	the	churches	in	Madrid	who	were	meeting	in	theaters,	office	buildings,	and	in	storefronts	can	
no	 longer	meet	because	their	 location	 is	not	 legally	recognized	as	a	church,	so	they	are	 limited	by	the	
Covid-19	 rule	 that	 limits	 meetings	 to	 10	 people.	 At	 least	 one	 of	 these	 churches	 will	 start	 using	 our	
building	temporarily.	

Thankfully	that	is	not	our	situation,	but	we,	too,	have	been	affected	by	the	pandemic.	We	have	missed	
many	 activities	 of	 the	 church	 this	 year.	 Vacation	 Bible	 School,	 Discipleship	 weekend,	 potluck	 meals,	
children´s	 classes,	 the	 Women´s	 conference,	 Men’s	 Prayer	 Breakfast,	 and	 more.	 We	 even	 lost	 our	
Sunday	 services	 for	 a	 while.	 One	 may	 ask,	 “Can	 the	 church	 continue	 to	 be	 healthy	 without	 these	
activities?”	

At	 times	 like	 this	we	 need	 to	 take	 a	moment	 to	 look	 at	what	 is	 happening	 in	 the	 church	 around	 the	
world.	 I	believe	 it	will	help	our	perspective.	One	of	 the	places	that	 is	seeing	the	most	rapid	growth	of	
people	putting	their	faith	in	Jesus	Christ	is	Iran:		

“Operation	 World,	 a	 missions	 research	 organization,	 continues	 to	 list	 Iran	 as	 having	 the	 fastest-
growing	 evangelical	 church	 in	 the	world.	 In	 fact,	more	 Iranians	 have	 become	 Christians	 in	 the	 last	
twenty	years	than	in	the	previous	1,300	years,	since	Islam	came	to	Iran.”	1	

Other	 countries	 that	 are	 seeing	 the	 highest	 percentage	 of	 people	 coming	 to	 Jesus	 are	 Afghanistan,	
Cambodia,	Algeria,	Somalia,	Mongolia,	Kuwait,	and	Tajikistan.	2	

In	most	of	those	countries	it	is	dangerous	for	people	to	become	Christians,	yet	God	is	growing	His	church	
.	 .	 .	without	a	Discipleship	Weekend,	a	Women´s	conference	or	a	Vacation	Bible	School.	That	does	not	

																																																													
1	Read	September	8,	2020,	https://postmillennialworldview.com/2019/06/04/christianitys-growth-in-iran/	
2	Read	September	8,	2020,	http://www.operationworld.org/hidden/evangelical-growth	
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mean	that	there	is	anything	wrong	with	our	activities,	but	this	time	of	pandemic	has	provided	us	a	great	
opportunity	to	stop	and	evaluate	what	are	really	the	essentials	of	the	church.	

At	times	we	have	grown	so	accustomed	to	all	 the	"add-ons"	that	we	forget	what	the	essentials	of	the	
church	 are.	If	we	 are	 not	 careful,	we	 begin	 to	 pursue	 the	wrong	mission,	 the	wrong	 goal,	 the	wrong	
target,	without	even	realizing	it.	Let	me	give	an	example.	

In	the	2004	Olympics	in	Athens,	there	was	an	athlete	named	Matt	Emmons	in	the	shooting	competition.	
This	 competition	 consisted	 of	 shooting	 from	 three	 different	 positions.	 Emmons	 had	 already	 shot	 at	 a	
target	 laying	on	his	stomach,	and	shot	at	a	target	from	his	knees.	He	had	done	so	well	and	was	so	far	
ahead	 of	 all	 the	 other	 contestants	 that	 all	 he	 had	 to	 do	was	 hit	 anywhere	 on	 the	 target	 on	 his	 final	
standing	shot,	and	he	would	win	the	gold	medal.	This	type	of	shooting	is	so	precise	that	they	are	trained	
to	shoot	between	heartbeats.	Winners	and	losers	are	usually	determined	by	millimeters.	Matt	Emmons	
took	aim,	slowed	his	breathing,	and	pulled	the	trigger.	Once	again,	another	great	shot	.	.	.	But	after	a	few	
seconds	 no	 score	 appeared	 on	 the	 scoreboard.	 He	 did	 not	 understand.	 It	was	 a	 good	 shot.	 The	 gold	
medal	should	be	his.	Finally,	three	officials	in	red	jackets	walked	over	to	him.	Only	then	did	they	break	
the	news	to	Emmons	that	he	had	mistakenly	shot	at	the	wrong	target.	His	was	lane	two	and	he	had	shot	
the	target	in	lane	three.	Because	of	that	he	received	a	score	of	zero	and	finished	in	8th	place.	

That	is	a	sad	story	of	how	an	Olympic	shooter	missed	out	on	a	gold	medal,	but	that	is	merely	a	sport	and	
about	a	medal	 to	hang	around	your	neck.	How	much	greater	a	 tragedy	 is	 it	 for	 the	church	 to	miss	 its	
target,	 its	mission!	We,	 the	people	of	God,	 are	 to	be	 the	 Light	 of	 the	world.	We	are	Ambassadors	 of	
Christ.	We	are	the	Salt	of	the	Earth.	We	have	been	called	to	reconcile	people	to	God.	The	government,	
the	education	system,	the	World	Health	Organization,	all	have	their	part	to	play	in	the	world,	but	none	
have	 the	 resources	 to	 change	 the	 heart	 of	man.	 The	 hope	 of	 the	world	 is	 Jesus	 Christ,	 and	 only	 the	
people	of	Christ	have	been	tasked	with	taking	the	Light	of	Christ	to	a	dark	world.		

Throughout	the	centuries	of	church	history	difficulties	have	come	that	have	tested	the	church.	In	many	
cases,	when	the	church	is	stripped	down	to	its	bare	essentials,	faith	thrives,	the	church	is	purified	and	
the	power	of	God	is	put	on	display.	That	is	our	prayer	for	our	church	and	all	churches	during	these	days.		

In	the	next	several	weeks,	we	will	be	looking	at	the	first	few	chapters	of	Acts	to	see	what	it	really	means	
to	be	the	church.	This	first	Sunday,	we	will	be	looking	at	Acts	chapter	one	and	focusing	on	the	Mission	of	
the	Church.	In	week	two,	we	will	focus	on	the	role	that	prayer	and	the	Holy	Spirit	have	in	the	life	of	the	
church.	The	third	week,	we	will	 look	at	the	role	of	God´s	Word	in	the	church.	On	the	fourth	week,	we	
will	look	at	the	role	of	community	in	the	life	of	the	church.	

Today	we	will	begin	with	Acts	1:1-11,	focusing	primarily	on	Acts	1:8.	Acts	1:1-3	says	this:	

In	the	first	book,	O	Theophilus,	I	have	dealt	with	all	that	Jesus	began	to	do	and	teach,	until	the	
day	when	he	was	taken	up,	after	he	had	given	commands	through	the	Holy	Spirit	to	the	apostles	
whom	he	had	 chosen.	He	presented	himself	 alive	 to	 them	after	his	 suffering	by	many	proofs,	
appearing	to	them	during	forty	days	and	speaking	about	the	kingdom	of	God.	(V.	1-3)	
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Luke	wrote	the	book	of	Luke	and	the	book	of	Acts	to	a	man	named	Theophilus.		His	reason	for	writing	
was	to	bring	together	the	true	details	of	the	“things	which	are	most	surely	believed	among	us”.	Luke	
worked	to	gather	the	details	of	the	true	stories	that	had	been	handed	down	from	eyewitnesses	and	
their	ministers	of	the	word.	It	was	done	so	“that	you	may	have	certainty	concerning	the	things	you	
have	been	 taught”	 (Luke	1:1-4).	 Luke	 then	proceeded	 to	 record	 teachings,	miracles,	 crucifixion,	 the	
resurrection	and	the	ascension	of	Jesus	of	Nazareth,	the	Promised	Messiah.		

Luke	 was	 a	 doctor	 (Col.	 4:14).	 Because	 of	 this	 we	 find	 his	 writing	 very	 detailed,	 almost	 written	 in	 a	
scientific	manner,	based	on	the	facts.		He	first	wrote	the	book	of	Luke,	which	was	the	story	of	Jesus’	life	
and	ministry.	He	then	wrote	the	book	of	Acts,	which	documented	what	happened	in	the	early	years	of	
the	 church	 after	 Jesus	 returned	 to	 heaven.	 Luke	 was	 a	 Gentile,	 a	 non-Jew.	 That	 is	 in	 contrast	 to	
Matthew,	who	specifically	wrote	for	the	Jews.	The	books	of	Luke	and	Acts	are	some	of	the	best	Greek	in	
the	whole	New	Testament.	

As	 we	 look	 at	 Luke’s	 writings,	 we	 see	meticulous	 details	 of	 place,	 time	 and	 persons.	 This	 allows	 the	
reader	the	ability	to	test	the	credibility	of	the	writer.	There	was	no	calendar	in	those	days,	so	the	dates	
were	often	referenced	by	the	emperor	or	political	leader	who	was	in	power	at	that	time.	

Luke	 included	hundreds	of	places,	people,	events,	 and	 times.	This	opens	one	up	 to	 countless	ways	of	
being	questioned	or	proven	wrong,	especially	since	the	original	readers	had	been	alive	during	many	of	
these	events.	If	one	was	trying	to	convince	others	of	a	lie,	he	would	never	give	this	much	testable	detail.	
But	Luke	did.	Time	and	again	Luke’s	writings	have	been	found	to	be	true	through	archaeology	and	other	
historical	means.	It	proves	that	we	can	rely	on	his	research	and	the	accuracy	of	his	narrative	accounts.	If	
Luke	 has	 shown	 himself	 to	 have	 integrity	 and	 excellence	 as	 he	 recounts	 these	 details	 about	 places,	
people	and	times,	then	we	should	also	trust	him	with	the	details	of	Jesus’	life	that	he	also	writes	about.	
In	some	ways,	these	are	the	purposes	of	Luke’s	details.	Not	that	details	can	make	one	believe,	but	that	
the	details	will	help	someone	take	the	writer	seriously	and	to	consider	his	claims	of	who	Jesus	Christ	is	
and	what	He	has	done.	

In	Luke’s	second	writing,	the	book	of	Acts,	he	begins	with	the	ascension	and	continues	with	the	story	
of	the	followers	of	Jesus	in	the	early	church.		

And	while	staying	with	them	he	ordered	them	not	to	depart	from	Jerusalem,	but	to	wait	for	the	
promise	of	 the	Father,	which,	he	said,	“you	heard	from	me;	 for	 John	baptized	with	water,	but	
you	will	be	baptized	with	the	Holy	Spirit	not	many	days	from	now.”	(V.	4-5)	

Jesus	had	proven	to	them	that	He	was	alive	and	He	had	taken	the	time	to	teach	them	the	truths	of	the	
kingdom	 from	a	 post-resurrection	 perspective.	 Jesus	 now	begins	 to	 give	 them	 final	 instructions.	He	
tells	them	to	remain	in	Jerusalem	and	to	wait	for	the	promised	Holy	Spirit	who	would	soon	come	upon	
them.		

So	when	 they	 had	 come	 together,	 they	 asked	 him,	 “Lord,	 will	 you	 at	 this	 time	 restore	 the	
kingdom	 to	 Israel?”	 He	 said	 to	 them,	 “It	 is	 not	 for	 you	 to	 know	 times	 or	 seasons	 that	 the	
Father	 has	 fixed	 by	 his	 own	authority.	 But	 you	will	 receive	 power	when	 the	Holy	 Spirit	 has	
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come	upon	you,	and	you	will	be	my	witnesses	in	Jerusalem	and	in	all	Judea	and	Samaria,	and	
to	the	end	of	the	earth.”	(V.	6-8)	

Where	 God	 calls,	 He	 provides.	 Here	 Jesus	 is	 calling	 His	 followers	 to	 an	 impossible	 task	 but	 then	
promises	the	Holy	Spirit	 to	come	upon	them	and	to	make	 it	possible.	We	find	this	same	principle	 in	
our	 lives	 as	well.	 God	 calls	 us	 to	 die	 to	 self,	 to	 be	 like	 Jesus,	 to	 be	 holy,	 to	 reconcile	 the	world	 to	
Himself,	 all	 of	 which	 are	 impossible	 in	 our	 own	 power.	 But	 then	 He	 sends	 the	 Holy	 Spirit	 who	
empowers	us	to	do	the	impossible.	

In	 Acts	 1:8,	 the	 primary	 responsibility	 of	 the	 Apostles	was	 to	 be	witnesses	 of	what	 they	 had	 seen.	
Because	of	this,	Jesus	gave	them	“many	proofs,	appearing	to	them	for	40	days”	after	his	resurrection.	
Jesus	then	sent	them	out	“to	be	witnesses	in	Jerusalem,	Judea,	Samaria	and	the	ends	of	the	earth.”	
They	 were	 not	 sent	 out	 to	 establish	 a	 new	 systematic	 theology.	 They	 were	 not	 scholars	 or	
philosophers.	 They	were	 common	men	who	were	 supposed	 to	 tell	what	 they	had	 seen	and	explain	
what	it	meant.		

They	would	testify	to	their	personal	relationship	with	Jesus	and	His	coming	to	earth,	to	his	sinlessness,	
to	His	miracles,	to	His	being	the	Son	of	God,	to	His	dying	for	the	sins	of	man,	and	ultimately	Christ’s	
resurrection.	They	were	to	be,	first	and	foremost,	witnesses	testifying	to	the	fact	of	Christ.	

This	word	 for	witnesses	 is	 an	 interesting	word.	A	witness	 is	 a	 person	 in	 a	 court	 of	 law	who	gives	 a	
firsthand,	 eyewitness	 account	 of	 an	 event.	 In	 addition	 to	 this	 they	were	 not	 only	 to	witness	 about	
Jesus´	 life	with	their	words,	but	also	by	 living	transformed	 lives	that	sprung	from	the	truth	to	which	
they	testified.	

As	 the	 heralded	 journalist/explorer	 Henry	Morton	 Stanley	 once	 said,	 after	 finding	 and	 spending	 time	
with	David	Livingstone	in	Central	Africa,	"If	I	had	been	with	him	any	longer	I	would	have	been	compelled	
to	be	a	Christian	and	he	never	 spoke	 to	me	about	 it	at	all."3	 Like	 this,	 the	disciples´	words	and	deeds	
were	to	bear	witness	and	compel	people	to	faith	in	Jesus.			

For	the	Greeks	the	word	for	witness	and	the	word	for	martyr	were	the	same.	For	these	disciples	their	
witness	would	lead	most	of	them	to	martyrdom.		

We,	too,	have	been	called	to	be	witnesses.	These	words	were	not	just	spoken	to	the	12	apostles.	These	
words	were	spoken	to	all	the	followers,	both	of	Jesus´	day	and	today.	

To	 be	 witnesses	 we	 must	 have	 experienced	 Christ	 ourselves,	 not	 merely	 a	 religious	 tradition,	 but	 a	
relationship	where	we	have	put	our	faith	in	Jesus	Christ	and	encountered	Him	working	in	our	lives.	It	is	
impossible	to	be	a	witness	to	something	you	have	never	experienced.	Our	witness	is	most	meaningful	if	
it	 is	 an	 updated,	 still	 happening,	 testimony	 of	 not	 only	 the	 past,	 but	 the	 present.	 It	 is	 special	 to	 tell	
someone	of	how	we	 came	 to	Christ	 10	or	15	 years	 ago,	but	our	witness	 is	 strengthened	as	we	 share	
what	Christ	is	doing	in	our	lives	today.		

																																																													
3	Read	September	10,	2020,	https://www.studylight.org/commentaries/dsb/acts-1.html	
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Jesus	instructed	them	to	be	His	witnesses	in	Jerusalem,	Judea,	Samaria	and	the	end	of	the	earth.	To	best	
understand	this	verse	we	must	stop	and	consider	the	map	and	the	history	of	these	places.		

Jerusalem	was	the	city	where	they	lived.	This	would	include	their	family,	friends,	and	coworkers.	These	
people	were	like	them	ethnically,	culturally	and	geographically.		

Jerusalem	was	located	in	Judea.	Judea	was	the	southern	third	of	Palestine.	The	people	were	still	similar	
to	them	ethnically	and	culturally,	but	a	little	farther	removed	geographically.		

Samaria	 was	 the	 neighboring	 region.	 In	 Jesus’	 day,	 Palestine	 was	 only	 193	 kilometers	 from	 north	 to	
south.	That	is	a	little	less	that	Madrid	to	Salamanca.	The	bottom	third	was	Judea.	The	northern	third	was	
Galilee,	and	in	the	middle	was	Samaria.	The	Jews	who	lived	in	Judea	in	the	south	and	Galilee	in	the	north	
had	a	horrible	 relationship	with	 the	 Samaritans	 in	 the	middle.	 They	didn’t	 talk	 together,	 go	 to	 school	
together,	do	business	together.	They	avoided	each	other	at	all	costs.	So	much	so	that	when	Jews	who	
wanted	to	travel	from	Judea	to	Galilee	they	would	not	pass	through	Samaria.	Instead	of	walking	through	
Samaria	 to	Galilee,	 they	would	 rather	walk	 to	 the	 east,	 cross	 the	 Jordan	 river,	 then	walk	 north,	 then	
enter	Galilee	from	the	east.	This	way	they	would	avoid	Samaria	totally,	even	though	it	made	the	trip	six	
days	instead	of	three.	

For	centuries	there	had	been	bitterness	between	the	Jews	and	the	Samaritans.	It	traced	all	the	way	back	
to	around	720	B.C.	 	That	means	they	had	been	at	odds	 for	over	700	years.	At	 that	time	 in	history	the	
nation	of	 Israel	had	been	split	 into	 two	parts.	The	northern	kingdom,	which	was	known	as	 Israel,	had	
turned	its	back	on	God,	and	the	Assyrians	had	come	in	and	conquered	them.				

After	conquering	a	nation,	the	Assyrians	would	take	many	of	the	people	from	the	conquered	nation	and	
settle	 them	 in	 a	 different	 part	 of	 the	 empire.	 Then	 they	would	 bring	 people	 from	 other	 parts	 of	 the	
empire	 and	 settle	 them	 in	 the	 conquered	 area.	 The	 idea	 was	 to	 mix	 the	 peoples	 so	 their	 sense	 of	
patriotism	 would	 be	 weaker,	 and	 the	 risk	 of	 revolt	 would	 be	 less.	 Because	 of	 this,	 the	 Jews	 that	
remained	in	this	area	intermarried	with	other	ethnic	groups,	who	worshipped	different	gods.	They	were	
now	 not	 really	 Jews	 anymore,	 but	 a	mixed	 ethnic	 group	 of	 people.	 God	 had	 told	 them	 not	 to	marry	
peoples	who	worshipped	other	gods.	The	initial	Jews	living	in	the	northern	kingdom	of	Israel,	the	ones	
who	 came	 to	 be	 known	 as	 Samaritans,	 had	 not	 guarded	 the	 purity	 of	 their	 people.	 That	 was	
blasphemous	to	the	other	Jews	of	the	south.		Because	of	this,	there	had	been	hatred	and	prejudice	for	
centuries.	That	was	the	cultural	situation.	

When	Jesus	said	be	witnesses	to	Samaria,	that	was	likely	offensive	and	unthinkable	in	the	minds	of	his	
followers.	He	was	calling	His	followers	to	be	witnesses	to	those	who	were	ethnically	somewhat	similar,	
geographically	somewhat	near,	had	some	similarities	in	their	religion,	but	were	culturally	offensive	and	
even	considered	their	adversaries.		

Jesus	lastly	called	His	followers	to	be	witnesses	to	the	end	of	the	earth.	This	was	the	fulfillment	of	the	
covenant	with	Abraham.	That	his	descendants	would	be	a	blessing	to	the	nations.	Jesus	had	not	come	
just	 for	 the	 Jews,	 but	 also	 for	 the	 Gentiles	 of	 every	 nation,	 tribe	 and	 tongue.	 Jesus	 was	 calling	 his	
followers	to	be	witnesses	to	those	who	were	completely	unrelated	ethnically,	far	away	geographically,	
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totally	 different	 culturally,	 and	 who	 knew	 nothing	 about	 being	 reconciled	 to	 Yahweh	 through	 Jesus	
Christ.		

The	end	of	the	earth	was	the	last	part	of	Christ’s	telling	them	to	reach	the	whole	world	with	the	love	of	
Jesus	Christ.	

This	is	our	calling	as	well.	That	we	would	be	a	tool	in	the	hand	of	God	to	reach	our	“Jerusalem,	Judea,	
Samaria,	and	ends	of	the	earth”.	That	we	would	share	the	love	of	Christ	through	our	circles	of	influence.	
Whether	it	be	at	home,	at	work,	at	school,	in	our	neighborhoods,	in	our	social	media	networks,	in	Spain	
or	around	the	world.	

For	those	of	you	who	desire	to	be	witnesses	for	Christ	but	have	no	 idea	where	to	begin,	 let	me	share	
with	you	some	ideas.	Many	of	us	use	the	idea	of	“Prayer,	Care,	Share”.		

Prayer	 is	 necessary	 because	 strategies,	 knowledge	 and	winsome	 personality	 are	 not	 enough	 to	 bring	
someone	 to	 faith	 in	 Jesus.	 God	 alone	 can	 open	 one’s	 heart	 to	 the	 gospel	 (Matthew	 16:14).	 Belief	 in	
Christ	as	the	Son	of	the	living	God	can	only	be	revealed	by	the	Father	who	is	in	heaven	(Matthew	16:16-
17).	It	is	God	who	draws	us	to	Himself	(John	6:44).		

Evangelism	should	begin	with	prayer,	but	we	must	also	be	ready	and	willing	to	care	for	those	who	don´t	
yet	know	Jesus	Christ.	

“Care”	can	be	described	as	“building	relationships	that	clearly	display	a	love	for	God	and	a	love	for	the	
unbeliever.”	Our	desire	 is	to	be	a	 living	example	of	Christ’s	 love	for	them,	so	that	they	would	want	to	
know	more	about	the	Gospel	of	Jesus	Christ.	As	it	has	been	said	before,	“People	don’t	care	how	much	
you	know	until	they	know	how	much	you	care.”	

In	Matthew	 5:16	 it	 says,	 “Let	 your	 light	 shine	 before	men,	 that	 they	may	 see	 your	 good	 deeds	 and	
praise	 your	 Father	 in	heaven.”	 First,	God	 transforms	our	 lives,	 so	 that	we	 selflessly	 begin	 to	 care	 for	
others.	He	then	uses	our	love	for	others	as	a	tool	to	turn	an	unbeliever’s	attention	towards	Himself.		

Our	evangelism	starts	with	prayer,	 continues	with	 care,	 and	 finally	 arrives	at	 “Share.”	“Share”	can	be	
described	as	“Being	sensitive	 to	 the	Holy	Spirit’s	 leading	as	we	clearly	explain	 the	complete	Gospel	of	
Jesus	Christ	to	an	unbeliever	who	is	open	to	receive	it.”		

Romans	10:13-14	says	this,	“‘Everyone	who	calls	on	the	name	of	the	Lord	will	be	saved.’	How,	then,	can	
they	call	on	 the	one	 they	have	not	believed	 in?	And	how	can	 they	believe	 in	 the	one	of	whom	they	
have	not	heard?	And	how	can	they	hear	without	someone	preaching	to	them?”		

To	“share”	is	to	set	before	them	the	simple	facts	of	the	Gospel.	That,	because	of	our	sin,	all	mankind	has	
been	separated	from	a	holy,	righteous	and	 loving	God.	That	the	wages	of	sin	 is	death,	and	because	of	
our	sin	we	deserve	condemnation	and	eternal	separation	from	God	in	a	place	of	endless	torment,	called	
hell.	

																																																													
	



	 7	

God,	 seeing	 our	 desperate	 need,	 sent	 His	 Son	 down	 from	 heaven	 to	 earth	 to	 become	 a	man	 in	 the	
person	of	Jesus	Christ.	Jesus	lived	a	sinless	life,	willing	laid	down	His	life	for	our	sake	and	was	crucified	
on	a	Roman	cross.	In	this	act	He	paid	for	our	sins	so	that	we	could	be	reconciled	to	God.	Three	days	later	
he	was	raised	from	the	dead,	conquering	sin	and	death.	All	who	will	turn	from	their	sin	and	believe	in	
Jesus	Christ	will	be	saved	and	reconciled	to	a	right	relationship	with	God.	

Most	of	the	world	does	not	know	Christ.	So,	where	do	we	start?	We	pray.	Ask	God	to	give	you	a	burden	
for	those	to	whom	He	wants	you	to	reach	out.	Ask	God	to	show	you	those	 in	your	circles	of	 influence	
who	are	unbelievers	but	are	open	to	spiritual	things.	Love	them	with	a	Christ-like	love.	Be	prepared	to	
speak	the	gospel	to	them	once	they	are	ready	to	receive	it.		

As	we	Pray,	Care	and	Share	may	we	be	faithful	witnesses	for	Christ	to	our	Jerusalem,	Judea,	Samaria	and	
the	end	of	the	earth.	

None	of	us	can	fulfill	this	calling	on	our	own,	but	as	the	churches	accept	their	mission	to	be	witnesses	to	
the	world,	as	our	circles	of	influence	overlap,	we	can	cover	Madrid,	Spain	and	the	world	with	the	love	of	
Christ,	inviting	all	people	to	salvation	through	Jesus	Christ.		

Jesus	 told	 them	 to	 stay	 in	 Jerusalem	 and	 await	 the	 coming	 of	 the	 Holy	 Spirit.	 Jesus	 gave	 them	 the	
mission	to	be	His	witnesses	to	the	world	.	.	.	and	then	this	happened:	

“And	when	he	had	said	these	things,	as	they	were	 looking	on,	he	was	 lifted	up,	and	a	cloud	
took	him	out	of	their	sight.	And	while	they	were	gazing	into	heaven	as	he	went,	behold,	two	
men	stood	by	them	in	white	robes,	and	said,	“Men	of	Galilee,	why	do	you	stand	looking	into	
heaven?	This	 Jesus,	who	was	taken	up	 from	you	 into	heaven,	will	 come	 in	 the	same	way	as	
you	saw	him	go	into	heaven.”	(V.	9-11)	

May	we,	too,	be	a	people	who	watch	and	pray	as	we	wait	for	Christ’s	return.	But	as	we	wait,	may	we	be	
His	witnesses	to	the	world	around	us	and	beyond.	

Discussion	questions:	

1. What	in	this	sermon	did	you	find	most	interesting?	

2. What	people	did	God	use	in	your	life	to	help	bring	you	to	Christ?	

3. In	your	own	words,	how	would	you	describe	the	idea	of	being	witnesses?	

4. How	would	you	explain	“Jerusalem,	Judea,	Samaria	and	the	ends	of	the	earth”	to	someone	
who	heard	it	but	did	not	understand?	

5. What	people	in	your	life	do	you	think	God	wants	you	to	share	Christ	with?	

6. As	a	group,	describe	the	concept	of	Prayer,	Care,	Share.	

7. What	do	you	think	you	need	to	remember	from	this	sermon?	How	can	we	pray	for	you?	


