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Wake	up	and	live	
Revelation	3:1-6	

	

Pastor	Wyley	Jenkins,	Jr.	

	

	

What	is	Christianity?	How	would	you	describe	it?	Here	are	two	options.	For	the	sake	of	the	sermon,		
I	will	call	them	Christianity	#1	and	Christianity	#2.	

• Christianity	#1	sees	Jesus	as	Savior,	and	his	Lordship	is	only	optional.	Christianity	#2	sees	Jesus	
as	Savior	and	Lord.		

• Christianity	#1	makes	Jesus	the	Savior	who	saves	us	from	hell.	Christianity	#2	makes	Jesus	the	
Savior	from	the	power	of	sin	now	and	hell	in	the	future.	

• Christianity	#1	makes	the	church	and	accountability	to	others	optional.	Christianity	#2	sees	the	
church	as	necessary	for	growth	in	grace	and	the	knowledge	of	God.		

• Christianity	#	1	makes	Christianity	seem	light	and	easy.	Christianity	#2	speaks	of	the	difficulties	
we	will	pass	through	on	the	way	to	heaven.		

• Christianity	#1	makes	Christians	seem	alive	while	they	are	really	spiritually	dying.	Christianity	
#2	is	so	difficult	to	live	out	that	it	causes	people	to	live	in	constant	dependence	on	Christ	for	
forgiveness,	dependence	on	Christ	for	help	to	obey,	and	dependence	on	Christ	for	the	hope	in	
difficult	times.		

There	is	a	version	of	Christianity	that	looks	good,	but	it	is	powerless	and	leads	people	to	fall	asleep.	I	
believe	that	is	what	was	happening	in	Sardis.	Let's	take	a	look	at	the	passage	for	today,	and	maybe	
you	can	see	what	I	see.		

	1	And	to	the	angel	of	the	church	in	Sardis	write:	“The	words	of	him	who	has	the	seven	spirits	
of	God	and	the	seven	stars.	I	know	your	works.	You	have	the	reputation	of	being	alive,	but	
you	are	dead.”	

Sardis	is	an	interesting	place.		As	one	theologian	says,	"Of	the	seven	cities	to	whose	churches	these	
letters	are	written,	Sardis	easily	outstrips	the	others	in	terms	of	its	antiquity	and	well-known	history.	
Its	most	 famous	king,	 the	sixth-century	Croesus,	became	 legendary	 for	his	wealth.	 Indeed,	 in	 some	
ways,	the	city	of	John's	time	had	everything:	choice	location,	climate,	economy,	wealth,	and	culture.	
But	the	city	also	presents	us	with	an	interesting	paradox,	since	its	history	and	significance	were	both	
real	and	illusory.”		(Gordon	Fee)	
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Sardis	is	said	to	be	the	place	where	the	ability	to	purify	and	separate	metals	were	discovered.	They	
used	pure	gold	and	silver	 to	buy,	 sell,	and	 trade.	Therefore,	 their	currency	was	highly	valued.	This	
made	King	Croesus	extremely	wealthy.	They	had	a	reputation	for	greatness,	but	 it	was	not	exactly	
the	case.		

People	and	churches	can	have	reputations	that	may	not	reflect	reality,	but	Jesus	knows	the	number	
of	hairs	on	our	head.	He	knows	the	thoughts	in	our	minds.	Jesus	knows	the	truth	about	the	church	in	
Sardis	 and	 us.	 Maybe	 the	 church	 at	 Sardis	 is	 seen	 to	 be	 a	 wonderful	 place,	 but	 underneath	 the	
appearance,	 it	 is	 not	 very	wonderful.	 How	 can	 you	 know	 if	 a	 church	 is	 from	God	 or	 not?	 	 Some	
people	 think	 that	 certain	 churches	 that	 are	 small	 and	 humble	 are	 somehow	 sinning.	 One	 Pastor	
recently	 commented	 on	 another	 church	 saying,	 "If	 God	was	with	 "X"	 church,	 wouldn't	 they	 have	
more	members?"	I	was	thinking,	really?	Are	you	sure	of	that?	We	should	be	careful	judging	churches	
by	appearances.	What	 if	we	get	 it	wrong?	What	 if	 the	small	church	 is	 right	with	 Jesus	and	the	big	
church	needs	to	repent?	It	happens.		No	doubt	that	you	and	I	can	make	the	same	mistake.	We	can	
believe	a	church	or	an	individual	 is	alive,	when	it	 is	 just	a	show.	 	But	Jesus	knows.	Let's	not	be	too	
hard	on	people	as	well.	Sometimes	sincere	churches	and	followers	make	mistakes.	In	a	moment	of	
weakness,	 they	might	make	a	mistake.	When	 I	 read	this,	 I	 really	had	to	search	my	soul.	Am	 I	who	
people	think	I	am?	Is	IBC	who	people	think	it	is?	Those	are	healthy	questions.		What	about	you?	Are	
you	really	who	people	think	that	you	are?	But	here	is	a	better	question:	If	Jesus	were	to	speak	to	you	
in	front	of	the	entire	congregation,	what	would	he	tell	us	about	you?	May	God	help	IBC	to	be	filled	
with	people	who,	even	though	they	struggle	or	are	broken,	are	not	hypocrites.	God	has	called	us	to	
walk	in	the	light	as	he	is	in	the	light;	only	then	can	we	be	who	God	wants	us	to	be.		

“	 2	Wake	up,	and	 strengthen	what	 remains	and	 is	about	 to	die,	 for	 I	 have	not	 found	your	
works	complete	in	the	sight	of	my	God.”	

Jesus	accuses	them	of	being	asleep	and	almost	dead.	Sleep	and	death	are	seen	as	similar	things	 in	
the	 scriptures.	One	of	my	 children	 slept-walked	 a	 lot	when	 they	were	 small.	 They	did	 all	 kinds	 of	
funny	 things.	One	 time	 they	even	danced	asleep!	Sleepwalking	 is	 a	 little	 scary	 to	 see.	They	would	
look	awake,	walking,	and	even	talking	in	incoherent	sentences,	but	in	the	end,	they	were	not	awake.	
That	is	the	way	some	people	are	spiritually.	What	does	spiritual	sleepwalking	look	like?	It	looks	like	
giving	an	offering,	but	your	heart	not	being	in	it.	It	looks	like	moving	your	lips	to	sing,	but	your	soul	is	
quiet.	It	looks	like	sitting	in	the	sermon,	but	falling	asleep	or	reading	social	media.		

According	to	Jesus,	the	church	is	"about	to	die".	Sin	leads	to	spiritual	death.	There	are	many	ways	to	
describe	 people	 living	 in	 ongoing	 sin,	 but	 it	 all	 has	 something	 in	 common.	 The	 only	way	 you	 can	
continue	 living	 in	disobedience	to	Jesus	 is	 to	become	your	own	Lord	and	Master.	When	we	 live	as	
our	own	Lord	and	Master,	we	dethrone	Jesus.	The	result	of	removing	Jesus	from	the	throne	of	your	
heart	is	that	we	are	left	to	replace	him.	We	must	become	our	own	source	of	life.	We	cannot	do	this.	
We	 must	 protect	 ourselves,	 and	 so	 we	 become	 grumpy,	 controlling	 people.	 We	 must	 care	 for	
ourselves,	and	so	we	do	not	trust	others.	We	become	our	Lord,	and	that	is	a	tragedy.	Some	people	
may	argue,	"I	live	in	sin,	but	I	do	not	dethrone	Jesus.	I	respect	him.	I	give	him	money.	I	sing	songs	to	
him."	The	way	that	person	treats	Jesus	reminds	me	of	the	Queen	or	King	of	England.	The	monarch	of	
the	 UK	 is	 a	 constitutional	 monarch.	 He	 or	 She	 appears	 to	 have	 power	 but	 really	 does	 not.	 They	
appear	to	be	respected,	but	they	are	not	really	the	boss.	That	is	the	way	many	Christians	treat	Jesus.	
He	appears	 to	be	ruling,	but	 really	you	make	your	own	rules.	That	 is	not	 the	way	the	 Jesus	of	 the	
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word	of	God	 is	 Lord.	 If	 that	 is	 a	 person's	 version	of	 Jesus,	 then	 you	 should	hear	 his	words	 to	 the	
church	in	Sardis:	"I	have	not	found	your	works	complete	in	the	sight	of	my	God."		

“	3	Remember,	then,	what	you	received	and	heard.	Keep	it,	and	repent.”		

Jesus	does	not	tell	them	to	learn,	but	to	remember.	The	problem	wasn't	that	they	did	not	know;	the	
problem	was	they	do	not	do	what	they	knew	they	should	do.	They	did	not	avoid	the	sins	they	knew	
they	 should	 avoid.	 What	 this	 implies	 is	 that	 the	 church	 was	 failing	 to	 do	 what	 Christ	 clearly	
demanded	of	his	people.	Jesus	never	tells.		

What	should	we	remember?	Here	are	a	few	suggestions:	

• Remember	his	commands.	

• Remember	his	love	for	us.	

• Remember	what	gifts	he	has	given	you.	

• Remember	why	he	made	you.	

• Remember	that	he	will	never	leave	you.	

• Remember	how	beautiful	God	is	and	how	worthy	he	is.		

• Remember,	the	sin	and	the	devil	are	liars.	

• Remember	that	you	will	only	have	one	life.	

• Remember	to	share	about	him	with	others.	

“If	you	will	not	wake	up,	I	will	come	like	a	thief,	and	you	will	not	know	at	what	hour	I	will	
come	against	you.”		

Jesus	is	not	talking	about	his	second	coming	when	he	speaks	of	coming	like	a	thief	in	the	night.	The	
thief	 in	 the	 night	 metaphor	 is	 a	 common	 way	 of	 expressing	 a	 sudden	 unexpected	 event	 with	
consequences.	If	the	Church	does	not	wake	up,	Jesus	will	bring	judgment	in	an	hour	that	they	do	not	
expect.	Hear	the	word	of	the	Lord:	"If	you	will	not	wake	up,	I	will	come	like	a	thief,	and	you	will	not	
know	at	what	hour	I	will	come	against	you."	You	say	why	would	Christ	do	that	to	his	Church.	God	
says,	 "For	 the	 Lord	 disciplines	 the	 one	 he	 loves,	 and	 chastises	 every	 son	 whom	 he	 receives"	
(Hebrews	12:6).	 Jesus	says	 in	Revelation	3:19,	“Those	whom	I	 love,	 I	 reprove	and	discipline,	so	be	
zealous	and	repent.”	I	think	of	two	important	thoughts	to	share	about	this.	First,	if	you	disagree	with	
God's	discipline	in	these,	or	church	discipline	as	Jesus	himself	instated	in	Matthew	18,	or	the	church	
discipline	Paul	did	 in	1	Corinthians	5,	ask	yourself	why	you	disagree.	Maybe	you	don't	understand	
why	or	how	that	works.	Some	people	believe	it	is	not	loving	to	discipline,	but	who	are	you	to	define	
what	 is	 loving?	 Do	 you	 think	 you	 are	 more	 loving	 than	 God?	 Do	 you	 believe	 that	 you	 are	 more	
merciful	than	God?		

“	4	Yet	you	have	still	a	few	names	in	Sardis,	people	who	have	not	soiled	their	garments,	and	
they	will	walk	with	me	in	white,	for	they	are	worthy.”		

Jesus	is	comparing	the	many	to	the	few.	Apparently,	the	many	were	spiritually	"soiled",	and	the	few	
were	 not.	 The	many	 were	 asleep;	 the	 few	 were	 awake.	 The	many	 had	 forgotten	 what	 they	 had	
heard,	and	the	few	had	not.	The	statement	"they	will	walk	with	me	in	white,	for	they	are	worthy"	is	
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Jesus	giving	his	approval	to	those	who	had	strived	to	live	under	the	Lordship	of	Jesus.	They	were	few	
in	number,	but	he	was	proud	of	them.	Numbers	do	not	impress	Jesus.	Why?	Sometimes	the	group	
can	be	steered	in	the	wrong	direction	by	one	person.	Numbers	are	not	what	proves	who	is	right.	The	
whole	church	may	have	thought	the	few	were	radical,	or	exaggerators,	but	the	few	wanted	to	love	
God	with	all	their	heart,	mind,	soul	and	strength.	Here	is	that	lesson.	The	same	faith	that	saves	you	is	
the	same	faith	that	changes	you.	The	few	were	pleasing	Jesus	by	their	faith,	which	was	producing	a	
changed	life.	If	you	are	not	changing,	you	might	be	in	danger	of	never	having	really	known	Jesus.		

The	 vindication	 of	 the	 righteous	will	 be	 evident,	 for	 they	will	 enjoy	 fellowship	with	 Jesus	 in	 their	
white	 garments.	 They	 are	 "worthy"	 to	walk	with	 Jesus	 because	 of	 their	 godly	 lives.	 Certainly,	 the	
righteousness	 of	 believers	 cannot	 be	 the	 foundation	 of	 one's	 relationship	with	 God,	 since	 all	 are	
sinners	and	need	to	be	liberated	and	cleansed	from	sin	(cf.	1:5;	7:14).	Yet	those	who	are	forgiven	are	
called	to	live	a	new	life,	and	their	righteous	works	are	evidence	they	are	worthy	to	enjoy	fellowship	
with	Jesus	forever.		

We	are	not	saved	by	our	works,	we	are	saved	to	do	good	works.	We	are	not	saved	because	we	are	
worthy,	but	we	are	saved	to	become	those	who	Jesus	thinks	are	worthy.	We	are	saved	by	faith,	and	
it	is	that	faith	in	action	that	produces	works	and	transforms	the	wicked	into	the	worthy.	

“	 5	The	one	who	conquers	will	be	clothed	thus	 in	white	garments,	and	 I	will	never	blot	his	
name	out	of	the	book	of	life.	I	will	confess	his	name	before	my	Father	and	before	his	angels.	
6	He	who	has	an	ear,	let	him	hear	what	the	Spirit	says	to	the	churches.”	

Jesus	again	promises	that	those	who	overcome	or	conquer	will	 receive	certain	rewards.	First,	 they	
will	receive	white	garments.	Sardis	was	famous	for	its	wool	garments,	and	Jesus	is	saying	all	of	those	
clothes	are	really	not	white.	I	will	give	you	a	stainless	robe	to	wear	forever.	Many	times,	a	white	robe	
represents	our	 lives	being	covered	by	Jesus'	 righteousness,	but	here	 in	the	 light	of	so	many	things	
that	Jesus	has	said	about	their	garments,	it	seems	to	be	a	reward	in	heaven	recognizing	their	fight	to	
be	righteous.	Fight	to	be	people	who	live	under	the	Lordship	of	Jesus.	Fight.	You	will	be	rewarded.		
Second,	he	makes	a	promise	to	never	blot	the	conqueror's	name	out	of	the	book	of	life.	In	the	Old	
Testament,	 to	 have	 your	 name	 blotted	 out	 of	 the	 book	 of	 life	 was	 to	 die	 physically.	 In	 the	 New	
Testament,	it	is	to	die	physically	and	spiritually.	We	might	say	it	today	like	this:	If	you	conquer,	I	will	
make	sure	that	you	never	die.	Lastly,	 Jesus	promises	to	confess	your	name	to	God	and	the	angels.	
Jesus'	confession	might	be	something	like	this:	"Father	and	all	of	the	angels	in	heaven.	I	want	to	tell	
you	about	_______.	He	or	She	was	my	faithful	follower.	He	or	she	loved	me	and	obeyed	me.	I	want	
you	to	welcome	this	believer	who	I	know	well	to	be	with	us	forever."	

What	would	 Jesus	say	about	you?	 	 I	want	you	 to	consider	carefully	want	 I	am	saying.	 It	 is	 time	 to	
come	to	Jesus	as	LORD	and	Savior.	Some	of	you	only	 take	 from	him.	You	only	care	 for	yourselves.	
You	are	asleep.	Hear	the	voice	of	the	son	of	God.	Wake	up	and	live.	Jesus	says	for	us	to	come	now	
and	do	not	wait.	Turn	to	Jesus.	Ask	for	forgiveness.	If	we	confess	our	sins,	he	is	faithful	and	just	to	
forgive	us	and	cleanse	us.		Jesus	describes	himself	as	him	who	has	the	seven	spirits	of	God	and	the	
seven	stars.	That	means	that	he	can	provide	the	power	of	the	Holy	Spirit	and	can	give	even	angelic	
help	to	us	to	be	able	to	do	his	will.	Do	not	believe	that	this	is	all	up	to	you	to	do	or	that	if	you	lean	
back	and	relax,	God	will	obey	for	you.	If	you	come	to	Christ	by	faith,	he	can	help	you	to	defeat	the	
sins	in	your	life.	Wake	up	and	live.	
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Questions	for	reflection:	

1. What	did	you	like	about	these	words	of	Jesus	to	the	church	at	Sardis?	

2. Should	people	care	about	their	reputation?	What	should	they	care	the	most	about?	

3. What	do	you	think	it	means	to	be	Spiritually	asleep?	

4. Jesus	tells	the	church,	"Remember,	then,	what	you	received	and	heard.	Keep	 it,	and	repent.”	
What	things	do	you	think	a	Christian	might	forget	that	they	have	received	and	heard?		

5. What	does	 it	mean	when	Jesus	says,	"they	will	walk	with	me	in	white,	 for	they	are	worthy"?																																						
What	does	Jesus	promise	to	those	who	conquer?	


