The other side of love
1 Corinthians 5:3-13
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In all four of the Gospel accounts we are told of a moment when the Passover of the Jews was
near, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem, and found people sitting in the temple of God selling oxen,
sheep and pigeons, and changing money. As the gospel of John narrates, upon seeing this, the
Lord Jesus made a whip of cords and drove them all out of the temple and poured out the coins of
the money-changers and overturned their tables, saying to them: “Take these things away; do not
make my Father’s house a house of trade.” So zealous was this manifestation of Christ’s love for
God’s house, that his disciples instantly remembered that it was written, “Zeal for your house will
consume me.” Many in the world, and even many Christians, seem to have a notion of a Jesus
that is continually overlooking the sins of men and women who are breaking God’s law. It is kind
of a jolly Santa Claus Jesus: a Jesus that doesn’t mind sin. Today, we are going to see real love from
the real Jesus. We need to see what his love for God and man really looks like in action. Here is
God’s answer to that problem from the mouth of the Apostle Paul. Let us look at 1 Corinthians 5
today.

It is actually reported that there is sexual immorality among you, and of a kind
that is not tolerated even among pagans, for a man has his father's wife. And you
are arrogant! Ought you not rather to mourn? Let him who has done this be
removed from among you. (1 Corinthians 5:1-2)
The expression “sexual immorality” is an English translation of the Greek word “pornea”, from
where we get the word pornography. Back then, the word “pornea” meant any form of prohibited
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sexual relation. In the Bible, there are many forms of prohibited sex acts, such as incest, rape,
homosexuality, adultery, and intercourse with animals. The sin of this man with his stepmother
would have been considered a form of incest, and possibly rape or even adultery. Paul is not
happy with the situation. He introduces the sin by saying that even the pagans do not tolerate this
kind of sin. In other words, even those who do not know God are disgusted by what this man is
doing. For some reason, they were boasting about the matter of this man sinning. Why would a
Christian boast about another Christian’s sin? Many theologians have described the problem Paul
confronted here as a form of hyper-grace. Those who believe in hyper-grace, believe that because
Jesus died to erase all our sins, we can sin more without any consequences. So, this hyper-grace
was like a sin pass. These people felt that since God’s grace would only abound more and more if
they sinned, so they could just live in sin. But hyper-grace perverts the gospel and fails to
appreciate the destructive consequences of sin and the other side of God´s love. What is the other
side of God’s love? In love, God graciously sent the storm on a rebellious Jonah. And God did this
because God loves his children enough to discipline them. In fact, the Lord Jesus said, “all those I
love I reprove and discipline” (Rev. 3:19). Just as the Proverbs say that while the kisses of the
enemy are many, “faithful are the wounds of a friend” (Prov. 27:6). This is the other side of God’s
love. Some of the Corinthians were boasting about this man’s sin. But this is not true grace. True
grace changes us and actually teaches us not to sin. There is a passage in the Bible that says it very
accurately:
For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation for all people, training us to
renounce ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright, and godly
lives in the present age, waiting for our blessed hope, the appearing of the glory of our
great God and Savior Jesus Christ, who gave himself for us to redeem us from all
lawlessness and to purify for himself a people for his own possession who are zealous for
good works. (Titus 2:11-14)
Real grace does not produce sin. Real grace produces love for God and his people, and also his
commandments. Paul calls for immediate action because this kind of hyper-grace gospel and
unashamed sinning can destroy the entire church and cause others to blaspheme the very name of
Christ. This can be summarized in three thoughts from this passage:
1. God's love rescues Christians in sin (v.3-5).
2. God’s love should lead to our holiness (v.6-8).
3. God’s love holds others accountable (v.9-13).

1. God's love rescues men in sin (v.3-5)
For though absent in body, I am present in spirit; and as if present, I have already
pronounced judgment on the one who did such a thing. When you are assembled
in the name of the Lord Jesus and my spirit is present, with the power of our Lord
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Jesus, you are to deliver this man to Satan for the destruction of the flesh, so that
his spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord. (1 Corinthians 5:3-5)
I have found that most lies work because they are simple, appealing, and go along with the
dominant way of thinking. So Disney tells us to follow our heart. It is a simple statement. It
obviously appeals, and of course, it is the dominant belief. Disney then makes movie after movie
about how people truly succeed when they follow their hearts. But what Disney doesn’t tell you is
that Adam, Abraham, Moses, Miriam, and many more people failed God, when they followed their
heart and its desires. Following your heart is dangerous. This is just one example of how we need
to see through the lies of our time with the word of God.
Our subject today has us asking, what does love really look like in action? Today, our culture sees
correction as a bad thing, as unloving. As a matter of fact, most non-Christian movies and TV series
portray Christians as a group of people who always go around judging other people and telling
them what to do. We are the correctors and so we are the bad guys. Is this true? Is correction a
bad thing? Is it unloving? The Proverbs repeatedly say that parents who do not correct their
children are, in fact, not loving their children (Proverbs 13:24, 22:15, 23:13-15). In Hebrews 12:5-6,
God himself describes how his discipline for his children is done out of love and for their profit. In
the end, God says correction done in the right way and for the right reasons is very good. This is so
clear to most people that it is quite common for everyone to correct others to some extent. The
difference is that, unlike the unbeliever, the Apostle Paul bases both his way of correcting and his
reasons for correcting on the Word of God. By doing this, Paul ensures his correction is done in the
right way and for the right reasons.
In this particular case, Paul sees correction as a most loving response to this man who is living in
sin. To the church at Corinth, he says, “you are to deliver this man to Satan for the destruction of
the flesh, so that his spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord.” So Paul challenges the church to
give the man over to Satan so the man might be humbled and saved. This most certainly means
four things. First, like the story of Job in the Bible, once this man is handed over to Satan, Satan
can do whatever he wants with this man’s life, except kill him. Also, and like Jonah, this torment
will bring about a kind of destruction that is designed to humble the man and show him the
foolishness of his ways. Second, this earthly destruction is intended to spare the sinful man eternal
destruction. If he learns his lesson here on earth, then he will avoid something much worse. Third,
the judgment of this man was something Paul called the whole church to be a part of. When they
were assembled in the name of the Lord Jesus, means it is a whole church decision, not just the
Pastors or some leaders. This churchwide judgment was to ensure that the handing over to Satan
came with a removal of the man from the public assembly. Lastly, Jesus and even Paul are with
them. Paul is not giving some strange teaching about how he can be present in spirit. He is saying,
"do it as if I were standing beside you” or “my heart and authority are with you.” He wants them
to feel brave and expel the man. Though it is obvious that Paul is concerned for the man and
wants his good, he is also concerned about the bad influence of the man on the congregation and
wants to spare them any damage too. Also, Paul is safeguarding the Gospel witness of the church
to those outside as well.
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2. God’s love should lead to our holiness (v.6-8)
Your boasting is not good. Do you not know that a little leaven leavens the whole
lump? Cleanse out the old leaven that you may be a new lump, as you really are
unleavened. For Christ, our Passover lamb has been sacrificed. Let us therefore
celebrate the festival, not with the old leaven, the leaven of malice and evil, but
with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth. (1 Corinthians 5:6-8)
The Passover is one of the most clearly symbolic stories of Jesus in the Bible. The Egyptians would
not let the people go even after God had sent nine plagues on them. Then God sent the tenth and
worst plague. He said that he would send an angel to kill all the firstborn children in the country.
The only way for the firstborn to be saved was for each family to kill a lamb and smear its blood on
the doorposts. So all the Israelites who believed put the blood of the lamb on their doorposts, and
the angel bringing judgment passed over their firstborn and did not destroy them. This is what
God has done for us in Jesus Christ. He has covered our sins. He has paid the price we had to pay
with his own blood.
But the Passover feast had another aspect to it. They were to throw away all leaven in their bread.
This, as Paul says, is a sign that they were getting rid of all the evil in their lives. So even though
they were covered by the blood, they still removed the leaven from their midst. This is why verse 7
sounds like a contradiction. Listen carefully. “Cleanse out the old leaven that you may be a new
lump, as you really are unleavened.” This is what God calls us to do. We are to recognize that we
are 100% clean like unleavened bread, because of what Jesus has done for us. In God's eyes, we
ARE clean by his grace and by Christ’s blood. But, at the same time, there is the reality of sin that
we all struggle with and will struggle with until the day we die. This is a very common way of
talking for Paul. It is as if Paul is saying: be the people you already are. How can we do this? We
must not give up either truth. On the one side you are covered by the blood and the grace of Jesus
Christ. You cannot earn it. There is no way to be good enough for God. You are loved. You are
blessed. These statements are absolutely true of those who have placed their faith in Christ. But
at the same time, God has shared with us his will for our lives. We are to be holy as he is holy. We
are to flee from sexual immorality. We are to strive to control our tongues. We are to forgive. We
are to love God above our mobile phones. The grace of God in Christ does not take away the
commands of Christ. We must believe that we are saved by a grace that we cannot earn. But at
the same time, and with the same intensity, we need to see that the reason we were saved is to
live holy lives. This is the tension Paul is sharing. This man sleeping with his stepmother is an
example of people who claim to be saved, but show no sign of the grace of God or the power of
the Holy Spirit in their lives. This confusion between grace in Jesus and the call for personal
holiness led to a misunderstanding in the lives of the Corinthians and it is the reason behind the
final point of the passage.

4

3. God’s love holds others accountable (v.9-13)
I wrote to you in my letter not to associate with sexually immoral people —not at
all meaning the sexually immoral of this world, or the greedy and swindlers, or
idolaters, since then you would need to go out of the world. But now I am writing
to you not to associate with anyone who bears the name of brother if he is guilty
of sexual immorality or greed, or is an idolater, reviler, drunkard, or swindler —not
even to eat with such a one. For what have I to do with judging outsiders? Is it not
those inside the church whom you are to judge? God judges those outside. “Purge
the evil person from among you.” (1 Corinthians 5:9-13)
Paul had evidently written a letter before writing this letter. It appears that the Corinthians had
confused his advice. They were applying his words to the lost and not to professing Christians. Paul
says they should expect sinful behavior from the lost around them, but “if anyone who bears the
name of brother” is living in these sins and refuses to change, we should not even eat with him.
God’s word and standard mean nothing to people without the Spirit. But inside the church, we
must maintain a level of purity and holiness. We will all stand before the judgment seat of Christ
one day. Every secret will be revealed. I would rather stand before Jesus having warned you. Here
is the warning. You can bear the name brother and be lost. You can think you are saved and really
be outside the salvation of Jesus. Those who can live in and enjoy sin with no sense of guilt are in a
scary place. Jesus said, “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of
heaven, but the one who does the will of my Father who is in heaven.” So, in the end, it only
makes sense to call Jesus Lord if you actually strive to do what he tells you to do. The good ending
to this story, which is found in chapters 2 and 7 of 2nd Corinthians, is that the man may have
changed and asked for forgiveness. Whether that is the case or not, the Corinthians had followed
Paul’s advice and done the right thing. That said, let me also give you a few thoughts for your
Christian life:

• We are our brother’s keeper
There is a story at the beginning of the Bible that tells of the first two brothers. When one of the
brothers named Abel goes missing, God comes to the other brother named Cain and asks where
Abel is. Cain replies to God by saying, “Am I my brother’s keeper?” In other words, he is telling
God, “It’s not my job to take care of my brother. He is a big boy; he can watch out for himself.”
This answer reveals hatred in the heart of Cain toward his brother and is a clear counterexample
to the brotherly love God causes and expects us to have in our hearts for one another. In Christ,
everyone is a brother or a sister. You are responsible for those around you. You can't be
everyone’s keeper, but you can keep and care for those who are close to you. Paul, in his letter to
the Galatians, says it this way:
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Brothers, if anyone is caught in any transgression, you who are spiritual should restore
him in a spirit of gentleness. Keep watch on yourself, lest you too be tempted. (Galatians
6:1).
Do you see the difference between judging others to justify myself, and living out the ministry of
restoration for the sake of others? Paul is clear: the purpose of loving discipline is restoration. It
should be done in gentleness. It should be done with the clear understanding that we are all
capable of falling into the same sin. That is how you do it. This is the most important lesson today.
This is the other side of love.

• Church membership is key to church discipline
We here at Immanuel talk a lot about local church membership. Part of that is just encouraging
you to live a purposeful Christian life in community. Another part is trying to understand who is
saved and who is not. It is a filter for our volunteers. But another purpose is so we will know: Who
is asking for accountability? Who wants us to keep them honest and on the narrow Way? Who is
serious about their walk with Jesus? Who wants to be their brother’s keeper? But one part we
want to be clear about is that our model for church discipline comes from God’s Word. Paul speaks
about the assembled congregation handing the person over to Satan. He says there should be an
agreement to cut this man off from fellowship and community. This is not the decision of the
Pastors but of the entire church body. I want you to understand that this is why we have a clearly
defined membership. This passage clearly shows that some people are in the community, and
some are not.

• Community is key if we want to break free from sin
If I told you an alcoholic decided today to quit drinking on his own. If I asked you to guess if he
would be able to really do it or not, how many of us would really think he would make it? But what
if I told that he would go live with a group of Christians who themselves were ex-alcoholics, how
many would change your guess? What is the difference? The difference is that a true Christian
community can weaken sin’s power. We gather strength from those around us. We desperately
need to be the kind of people that seek others out to keep us accountable. There is help for your
marriage. There is help for your life, but it can only happen if you ask for help. Howard Hendriks
interviewed 246 Pastors who committed adultery over a 40-year period from every part of the
world. He gave four factors they had in common. The first one was that they did not have any real
accountability in their lives. They had no true community.

• Holiness is not optional for Christians
God’s Word says we must “strive for peace with everyone, and for the holiness without which no
one will see the Lord.” (Hebrews 14:12). I hope that at least one thing has become clear to you
from our look at this passage. Just calling ourselves Christians is only a piece of the Christian life.
God has called us to serve him and to make his name famous. How can we possibly do this if we
ourselves are trapped in sin? How can we make God’s name famous if our church is being
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destroyed by sin? Our lives will either bring glory or shame to the name of God. What are you
bringing to God your Creator? Are you shaming his name, or are you bringing glory to his name?
Do you know what makes God ashamed? He is ashamed of us when we do not believe in his Son
and when we live our lives as if His Son were not the Lord of all, and especially of our lives. After
all, God’s Son bled and died for all of us so we might live for God. So I ask you, are you living for
God’s glory? Is there any leaven you need to purge out of your life to become a holy vessel fit for
God´s use? I encourage you. You have everything you need in Christ to live a godly life, and you
have your brothers and sisters here to help you along in love. Seek God’s righteousness and don’t
be afraid to admit your faults and approach a brother or sister to whom you might be accountable.
God’s grace teaches us these things.

Questions for thought
1. Have you ever seen a Christian you respected fall into a shameful sin?
2. What does it mean to truly love someone? Think about all the different aspects of love.
3. How might God’s love lead a person to strive for holiness?
4. How is the power of sin weakened by a strong community?
5. Galatians 6:1 talks about how to restore a person who is in sin. What do you learn from
this verse?
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