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Is	there	anyone	in	your	life	that	you	would	say	is	beyond	the	reach	of	God?	Someone	that	seems	to	be	
the	last	person	who	would	ever	put	their	faith	 in	Jesus?	Do	you	feel	that	you	are	beyond	the	reach	of	
God	because	of	something	that	you	have	done?	Does	it	seem	like	God	will	never	bless	you	or	use	you	
because	of	who	you	are?	If	so,	I	trust	that	this	story	from	Joshua	2	will	be	helpful	to	you.	

In	the	book	of	Joshua,	we	find	the	children	of	Israel	coming	to	the	banks	of	the	Jordan	River.	Joshua	is	
their	 leader.	 Across	 the	 river	 is	 the	 Promised	 Land	 and	 the	mighty	 city	 of	 Jericho.	 Before	 they	 came	
against	the	city	of	Jericho,	Joshua	sent	two	spies	to	gather	information.	While	the	spies	were	in	Jericho	
they	 encountered	 a	prostitute	named	Rahab	who	helped	 them	hide	 from	 the	 soldiers	 of	 Jericho.	 She	
allowed	them	to	stay	 in	her	home	and	she	even	helped	them	escape	from	the	city.	She	confessed	her	
belief	 in	the	God	of	 Israel	and	then	confirmed	the	extent	of	her	faith	by	risking	everything	to	help	the	
Israelite	spies.	She	and	all	of	her	family	were	protected	and	rescued	by	the	Israelites	after	the	defeat	of	
Jericho.	

From	this	story	of	Rahab	we	are	reminded	of	several	important	truths.		

1.	Grace	is	a	gift	of	God.	It	is	not	earned.	It	is	available	to	all	who	will	believe	

Rahab	was	a	prostitute	from	a	pagan	city	 in	a	godless	 land.	Many	would	classify	her	as	hopelessly	 lost	
and	beyond	the	reach	of	the	grace	of	God,	but	she	was	not.	Scripture	shows	us	that	no	one	is.	Through	
faith	she	was	accepted	by	God	and	became	part	of	God's	people.	She	even	ended	up	being	the	great,	
great	grandmother	of	King	David	and	 listed	 in	 the	genealogy	of	 Jesus	Christ	 in	Matthew	1.	She	 is	also	
held	up	as	an	example	of	faith	in	action	in	Hebrews	11:31	and	James	2:25.	

Rahab´s	 story	 is	 not	 the	 exception	 to	 the	 rule.	We	 see	God´s	 extravagant	 love	 on	display	 throughout	
scripture.	We	read	the	Apostle	Paul´s	words	about	himself	in	1	Timothy	1:14	as	he	remembered	his	past	
persecution	of	the	church:	 	“Jesus	came	into	the	world	to	save	sinners,	of	whom	I	am	the	foremost.”	
We	 read	 of	 Zacchaeus,	 the	 dishonest	 tax	 collector	 who	 repented	 of	 His	 sin,	 believed	 in	 Jesus,	 and	
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pledged	 to	pay	back	 everyone	who	he	had	 taken	 from	 four	 times	over	 (Luke	19:8).	We	even	 see	 the	
robber,	dying	on	the	cross	next	to	Jesus.	He	believed	in	Jesus	and	was	granted	salvation	even	though	he	
had	nothing	to	offer	the	kingdom	of	God.	Salvation	for	the	unlovely	was	God´s	intention.	Jesus	came	for	
the	sick,	not	the	well	(Mark	2:17).		

• Why	is	it	so	noteworthy	that	God	was	gracious	enough	to	save	sinful	Rahab?	
• Why	are	we	surprised	that	God	used	an	ex-pagan	prostitute	as	part	of	His	plan?		

It	 is	 probably	 because	 we	 forget	 that	 every	 salvation	 is	 miraculous,	 not	 just	 those	 with	 dramatic	
testimonies.	Every	salvation	is	a	story	of	bringing	a	person	from	death	to	life.	From	dark	to	light,	from	sin	
to	righteousness.	

Grace	is	not	earned,	but	granted.	Grace	will	always	be	a	miraculous	gift	of	God,	whether	it	be	to	a	polite,	
thoughtful,	 generous	 sinner,	or	a	prostitute,	or	a	murderer.	None	of	us	deserve	God´s	grace.	 (We)	all	
have	sinned	and	fall	short	of	the	glory	of	God	(Romans	3:23).	Without	faith	it	is	impossible	to	please	God	
(Hebrews	11:6).	 	For	those	whose	hearts	are	far	from	God,	even	their	supposed	“righteous”	deeds	are	
but	filthy	rags	in	the	sight	of	God	(Isaiah	64:6).		

We	cannot	compare	ourselves	to	another	sinful	human	being	and	supposedly	convince	God	that	we	are	
more	worthy	of	salvation	than	they	are.	The	standard	is	His	holy,	sinless	Son,	Jesus	Christ.	In	comparison	
to	Christ	we	are	all	wicked,	sinful,	enemies	of	God,	and	without	faith	in	Jesus	Christ	will	have	no	part	in	
salvation.	Our	sins	have	separated	us	from	God	(Isaiah	59:2).	Every	person	is	dead	in	their	sin	and	bound	
for	 eternal	 condemnation.	 But	 praise	 be	 to	 God	 that	 He	 has	made	 a	 way	 for	 us	 to	 be	 reconciled	 to	
Himself.	He	has	made	a	way	where	there	was	no	way.	

“	8	For	by	grace	you	have	been	saved	through	faith.	And	this	is	not	your	own	doing;	it	is	the	gift	
of	God,	9	not	a	result	of	works,	so	that	no	one	may	boast.”	(Ephesians	2:8-9)	

All	 who	 will	 turn	 from	 their	 life	 of	 sin	 and	 will	 trust	 in	 Jesus	 Christ	 will	 be	 forgiven.	 They	 will	 be	
reconciled	to	God.	The	Holy	Spirit	will	come	to	 live	 in	 them.	They	will	be	counted	righteous.	They	will	
inherit	eternal	life	with	God	in	heaven	(John	3:16).		

Once	Rahab	 turned	 from	her	 sin	 and	 put	 her	 faith	 in	 Yahweh,	 the	 past	 no	 longer	mattered.	 She	was	
forgiven	and	made	new.	She	now	was	a	child	of	God,	set	aside	for	His	purposes.	

2.		Faith	confirmed	through	Action	

In	Joshua	2,	we	hear	Rahab´s	faith	in	her	own	words:		

“I	know	that	the	LORD	has	given	you	the	land,	and	that	the	fear	of	you	has	fallen	upon	us,	and	
that	 all	 the	 inhabitants	 of	 the	 land	melt	 away	 before	 you.	10	For	 we	 have	 heard	 how	
the	LORD	dried	up	the	water	of	the	Red	Sea	before	you	when	you	came	out	of	Egypt,	and	what	
you	did	to	the	two	kings	of	the	Amorites	who	were	beyond	the	Jordan,	to	Sihon	and	Og,	whom	
you	devoted	to	destruction.	11	And	as	soon	as	we	heard	it,	our	hearts	melted,	and	there	was	no	
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spirit	left	in	any	man	because	of	you,	for	the	LORD	your	God,	He	is	God	in	the	heavens	above	and	
on	the	earth	beneath.”	

In	 these	verses	we	read	that	 the	hearts	of	everyone	 in	 Jericho	had	melted	 in	 fear	as	 they	heard	what	
Yahweh	had	done	for	the	Israelites,	but	only	the	heart	of	Rahab	had	responded	with	a	saving	faith.	One	
may	ask,	how	do	we	know	that	Rahab´s	faith	was	real?	Rahab´s	saving	faith	is	confirmed	because	of	her	
actions.	

James	2	refers	to	Rahab	 in	this	way,	“	What	good	is	 it,	my	brothers,	 if	someone	says	he	has	faith	but	
does	not	have	works?	Can	that	faith	save	him?	.	.	.		I	will	show	you	my	faith	by	my	works	.	.	.		And	in	
the	same	way	was	not	also	Rahab	the	prostitute	justified	by	works	when	she	received	the	messengers	
and	sent	them	out	by	another	way?”	

Rahab´s	actions	did	not	save	her,	but	it	confirmed	that	her	faith	was	more	than	just	words.	As	D.	Martyn	
Lloyd-Jones	wrote,	 “faith	 shows	 itself	 in	 the	whole	 personality.”	 In	 the	 life	 of	 Rahab	we	 see	 her	 faith	
guide	her	thinking,	determine	her	emotions	and	bring	her	to	action.	She	had	come	to	know	that	Yahweh	
was	the	one	true	God	over	heaven	and	earth.	This	reality	had	moved	her	to	fear	Him.	Her	belief	in	Him	
drove	her	to	action	on	His	behalf.	

This	understanding	of	“faith	confirmed	by	works”	continues	in	Hebrews	11.	This	chapter	describes	many	
of	 the	 giants	 of	 the	 faith	 from	 the	 Bible.	 As	 you	 read	 through	 this	 list	 of	 people,	 you	 discover	 that	
everyone	 included	 in	the	 list	did	something	with	their	 faith.	Their	 faith	drove	them	to	action.	By	faith,	
Noah,	 out	 of	 reverent	 fear,	 constructed	 an	 ark.	 By	 faith,	 Abraham	 offered	 up	 his	 son	 Isaac.	 By	 faith,	
Moses,	when	he	was	grown	up,	refused	to	be	called	the	son	of	Pharaoh´s	daughter.	Their	faith	was	not	a	
mere	 idea	 or	 a	 passive	 feeling,	 but	 an	 active	 force.	 In	 Hebrews	 11:31,	 we	 see	 Rahab	 mentioned	
alongside	these	giants	of	the	faith:	“By	faith	Rahab	the	prostitute	did	not	perish	with	those	who	were	
disobedient,	 because	 she	had	 given	 a	 friendly	 welcome	 to	 the	 spies.”	 The	 confirmation	 that	 her	
declaration	of	faith	in	Yahweh	was	true	was	proven	by	her	risking	everything	for	the	safe	escape	of	the	
Israelite	spies.		

Salvation	cannot	be	earned	by	good	works,	but	true	faith	will	always	result	in	good	works.	

3.		The	Providence	of	God	

When	one	reads	this	story	there	are	many	details	that	could	have	gone	differently	and	brought	disaster	
to	 the	 spies´	mission.	 It	 could	 be	 that	 the	 spies	 could	 not	 have	 found	 somewhere	 to	 stay	 and	 been	
captured	 quickly.	 It	 could	 have	 been	 that	 they	 were	 taken	 in	 by	 someone	 who	 would	 have	 secretly	
alerted	 the	king.	Rahab	could	have	 secretly	 contacted	 the	king	of	 Jericho	and	 reported	 the	 spies.	The	
soldiers	 could	 have	 not	 believed	Rahab´s	 lie	 and	 searched	 her	 house,	 finding	 the	 spies.	 It	 could	 have	
been	 that	Rahab´s	house	was	not	part	of	 the	outer	wall,	 so	 the	 spies	 could	not	escape.	 It	 could	have	
been	that	Rahab´s	advice	was	not	correct	and	the	spies	were	caught	by	the	soldiers	from	Jericho.	

Any	of	those	things	could	have	happened,	but	in	the	providence	of	God	they	did	not.	Our	confidence	is	
that	when	we	follow	God,	we	can	be	confident	in	the	outcome.	Not	that	it	will	always	go	the	way	that	
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we	want	or	expect,	but	 that	a	 sovereign	God	 is	 in	 charge.	That	wherever	His	will	 leads	us,	He	will	be	
there	with	us.	That	whatever	we	face,	His	grace	will	be	sufficient.	That	even	in	the	worst	of	situations,	
we	 have	 everything	 that	we	 need	 in	 Christ.	Whether	 it	 be	 poverty,	 sickness,	 humiliation,	 injustice	 or	
even	death,	God	will	always	be	with	us	and	He	will	always	get	the	last	word.		

He	is	our	confidence.	The	source	of	our	peace,	our	courage,	hope	and	the	recipient	of	our	devotion.	

• May	we	rest	in	the	fact	that	no	one	is	beyond	the	grace	of	God	if	they	will	truly	believe.	

• May	we	understand	how	sinful	we	were	and	how	miraculous	our	salvation	is.	

• May	we	know	that	once	we	come	to	Christ,	our	past	is	behind	us	and	we	have	been	made	new	in	
Him.	

• May	we	cry	out	for	a	faith	that	affects	our	mind,	our	emotions	and	our	actions.	

• May	 we	 live	 boldly	 and	 courageously,	 knowing	 that	 our	 sovereign	 God	 is	 in	 control	 and	 is	
sufficient	for	every	challenge	that	we	will	face.	

	

Discussion	questions:	

1. What	about	this	sermon	did	you	find	most	interesting?	

2. Is	there	anyone	in	your	life	that	you	feel	is	beyond	the	reach	of	God?	Why?	

3. Why	are	we	so	surprised	when	a	“bad”	person	comes	to	Jesus,	and	not	surprised	when	a	“good”	
person	comes	to	Jesus?	Do	you	think	that	is	correct?	

4. Good	works	do	not	earn	salvation,	but	good	works	do	confirm	one´s	salvation.	How	would	you	say	
that	in	your	own	words?	

5. What	do	you	think	you	are	supposed	to	remember	from	this	sermon?	

6. What	does	God	want	you	to	do	about	that?	

7. How	can	we	pray	for	you?	

	


