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Have	you	ever	wondered	why	Jesus	describes	His	followers	as	sheep?	Why	didn´t	he	choose	something	
more	dignified,	 like	eagles,	 lions,	beautiful	peacocks	or	even	dolphins?	 	While	 to	some	this	may	seem	
like	a	pointless	question,	if	we	take	the	time	to	understand	sheep,	it	becomes	very	clear	why	He	chose	
to	describe	us	as	sheep	and	Himself	as	the	Good	Shepherd.	

The	people	of	Jesus’	day	would	have	been	very	familiar	with	the	life	of	sheep	and	shepherds.		

The	 main	 part	 of	 Judea	 was	 a	 plateau,	 stretching	 for	 about	 56	 kilometers	 and	 averaging	 about	 24	
kilometers	wide.	The	ground	of	 this	plateau	was	mainly	 rocky	and	not	good	 for	 farming.	 It	was	much	
better	suited	for	flocks	of	sheep.	Because	of	this	the	shepherd	would	have	been	a	very	common	figure	in	
every	community.	

One	reason	that	Jesus	chose	to	talk	of	sheep	was	because	the	people	were	very	familiar	with	them,	but	
there	are	other	reasons	as	well.		

Did	you	know	that	sheep	are	not	that	smart	and	they	are	prone	to	wander	into	danger?	

Several	 years	 ago,	 in	 eastern	 Turkey	 in	 the	 Van	 province	 near	 Iran,	 there	were	 shepherds	who	were	
caring	 for	 a	 flock	 of	 1,500	 sheep.	 They	 took	 a	 break	 and	neglected	 the	 sheep	while	 eating	 breakfast.	
During	 those	 few	minutes	 the	sheep	wandered	away	towards	a	cliff	 that	dropped	off	 into	a	 ravine	15	
meters	below.	The	first	sheep	fell	to	his	death.	The	next	399	also	followed	and	fell	to	their	deaths.	The	
remaining	1,100	 sheep	also	 followed	and	 fell,	 but	because	 the	 ravine	was	already	 littered	with	 sheep	
their	fall	was	cushioned	and	they	survived.		

We	see	 in	 this	 story	sheep	who	are	distracted,	who	wander	away	 from	the	shepherd,	who	 follow	the	
crowd	blindly	and	are	likely	to	bring	harm	to	themselves.	It	sounds	a	lot	like	us.	Even	when	the	shepherd	
guides	the	sheep	to	a	place	where	they	have	all	the	green	pastures	and	still	waters	that	they	need,	they	
still,	given	enough	time,	will	wonder	away,	following	their	own	path.		
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Sheep	 cannot	 protect	 themselves.	 In	 the	 words	 of	 Tim	 Challies,	 most	 animals	 defend	 themselves	
through	either	fight,	flight	or	posture.	Sheep	cannot	fight	.	.	 .	at	all.	They	have	no	sharp	teeth,	no	long	
claws,	no	talons,	no	poison,	no	 fangs,	neither	super	strength.	Sheep	cannot	 flee.	They	can	hardly	 run.	
They	have	no	ability	to	escape	when	attacked.	When	attacked	they	group	up	hoping	that	another	sheep	
will	be	eaten	first.	Sheep	cannot	defend	themselves	through	their	posture.	A	lion	will	roar.	A	rattlesnake	
will	 shake	 its	 rattlers.	A	dog	will	 bark,	 growl	and	 show	his	 teeth.	A	gorilla	might	beat	his	 chest,	but	a	
sheep	has	got	nothing	but	a	“baa”	and	a	slight	kick.	That	will	not	help	much	when	a	bear	or	a	wolf	or	a	
sheep	thief	attacks.	Like	sheep	we	also	need	a	protector	and	defender.	

Sheep	cannot	nurse	themselves	back	to	health.	Some	animals	lick	their	wounds	and	care	for	themselves,	
but	 not	 the	 sheep.	 They	 depend	 on	 the	 shepherd	 for	 the	 salve,	 the	 bandage,	 the	 cast	 or	 even	 to	 be	
carried	 until	 the	 wound	 is	 healed.	 As	 we	 see	 in	 Psalm	 147:3,	 “He	 heals	 the	 brokenhearted	 and	
bandages	their	wounds.”	Like	sheep,	we	too	await	the	healing	work	of	God	to	bring	healing	to	our	lives.		

Sheep	cannot	carry	burdens.	Like	them,	we	were	not	meant	to	carry	burdens	either.	Instead,	1	Peter	5:7	
instructs	us	to	“Cast	all	our	anxieties	on	him,	because	He	cares	for	you.”	

Sometimes	sheep	somehow	end	up	 lying	on	their	backs.	 In	Old	English	terms	this	 is	called	being	“cast	
down”.	This	may	happen	to	a	short	sheep	with	a	full	 fleece	of	wool	or	a	pregnant	ewe	on	flat	terrain.	
They	can	die	in	a	short	time	if	not	rolled	back	to	a	normal	position.	Have	we	not	also	been	“cast	down”	
and	in	need	of	saving	from	our	Good	Shepherd?		

When	we	are	referred	to	as	sheep	and	Christ	is	referred	to	as	the	Good	Shepherd,	it	is	saying	something	
about	us	and	also	something	about	Christ.	In	our	fallen	humanity	we	often	find	ourselves	in	danger,	in	
need	of	direction,	in	need	of	healing	and	in	need	of	deliverance.	As	we	come	to	grasp	our	need	we	will	
be	driven	more	quickly	back	into	the	care	of	the	Good	Shepherd,	who	desires	to	draw	us	near	and	meet	
our	every	need.	

Christ	is	our	Good	Shepherd,	but	he	also	was	described	as	a	sheep	at	times.	How	amazing	is	it	that	the	
Son	of	God	would	humble	Himself	 to	 the	 level	of	a	mere	 sheep?	He	became	 like	us	 so	 that	we	could	
become	 like	 him.	When	 John	 the	Baptist	 saw	 Jesus,	 he	 shouted,	“Look,	 the	 Lamb	of	God,	who	 takes	
away	the	sin	of	the	world”	(John	1:29).	Jesus	took	on	our	sin	so	that	we	could	receive	His	righteousness.	

Victoriously	we	 read	 about	 Jesus	 as	 the	 Lamb	 in	 Revelation	 7:17,	 “For	 the	 Lamb	 in	 the	midst	 of	 the	
throne	will	 be	 their	 shepherd,	 and	 he	will	 guide	 them	 to	 springs	 of	living	water,	 and	God	will	wipe	
away	every	tear	from	their	eyes.”	

Let´s	keep	these	ideas	of	sheep	in	mind	as	we	continue.	Let´s	read	now	John	10:1-6:	

“Truly,	 truly,	 I	 say	 to	 you,	 he	who	 does	 not	 enter	 the	 sheepfold	 by	 the	 door	 but	 climbs	 in	 by	
another	way,	that	man	is	a	thief	and	a	robber.	2	But	he	who	enters	by	the	door	is	the	shepherd	
of	 the	 sheep.	3	To	 him	 the	 gatekeeper	 opens.	 The	 sheep	 hear	 his	 voice,	 and	 he	 calls	 his	 own	
sheep	by	name	and	leads	them	out.	4	When	he	has	brought	out	all	his	own,	he	goes	before	them,	
and	the	sheep	follow	him,	for	they	know	his	voice.	5	A	stranger	they	will	not	follow,	but	they	will	



	 3	

flee	 from	him,	 for	 they	do	not	know	the	voice	of	 strangers.”	6	This	 figure	of	 speech	 Jesus	used	
with	them,	but	they	did	not	understand	what	he	was	saying	to	them.	

In	 Jesus´	day	 sheep	were	kept	 in	 two	 types	of	pens.	One	was	closer	 to	 town	where	people	 lived.	The	
sheep	 belonging	 to	 several	 shepherds	might	 be	 brought	 in	 at	 night	 to	 one	 large	 pen.	 The	 shepherds	
would	go	home	and	one	man	would	stand	watch	over	the	sheep	all	night	and	be	the	gatekeeper.	He	did	
not	know	the	sheep	or	have	any	vested	interest	in	them.	He	was	just	doing	his	job,	which	was	to	make	
sure	the	sheep	were	safe	during	the	night.		

Anyone	who	entered	the	sheep	pen	by	climbing	over	the	fence	and	not	using	the	gate	was	either	a	thief	
or	 a	 robber.	When	 the	 shepherd	arrived	 for	 the	 sheep,	 you	would	always	 recognize	him	because	 the	
gatekeeper	would	open	the	gate	for	the	shepherd	and	he	would	call	out	to	his	sheep.	Even	if	there	were	
several	flocks	of	sheep	in	the	pen,	this	shepherd’s	sheep	would	recognize	his	voice	and	only	they	would	
follow	him	out	of	the	pen.	These	verses	even	mention	how	the	shepherd	would	call	his	sheep	by	name.	
That	is	how	intimate	a	relationship	the	shepherd	had	with	his	sheep.	You	could	always	tell	the	difference	
between	the	shepherd	and	 the	man	driving	 the	sheep	 to	be	sheared	or	 to	be	slaughtered.	The	sheep	
follow	the	shepherd,	but	for	shearing	or	slaughter	the	man	would	always	be	walking	behind	the	sheep	
driving	them.	

Verse	4	talks	of	how	the	sheep	follow	the	shepherd	for	they	know	his	voice.	It	is	similar	to	those	who	are	
followers	of	Christ.	We	have	been	given	a	heart	and	desire	for	the	things	of	God.	We	have	been	given	
ears	 to	 hear.	 Through	 God´s	 Word	 we	 are	 trained	 to	 know	 His	 character,	 resulting	 in	 being	 more	
sensitive	to	His	voice.	Ezekiel	36:26	says	it	in	these	words,	“And	I	will	give	you	a	new	heart,	and	a	new	
spirit	I	will	put	within	you.	And	I	will	remove	the	heart	of	stone	from	your	flesh	and	give	you	a	heart	of	
flesh.	And	I	will	put	my	Spirit	within	you,	and	cause	you	to	walk	in	my	statutes	and	be	careful	to	obey	
my	 rules.”	 The	 scripture	 even	 tells	 us	 that	 the	 Holy	 Spirit	 leads	 us	 into	 all	 truth	 (John	 16:13).	 	 As	
followers	of	Christ	He	teaches	us	to	recognize	His	voice	and	to	walk	faithfully	in	obedience.	Those	who	
do	not	hear	and	follow	the	shepherd´s	voice	do	not	belong	to	the	shepherd	(John	8:47).	

Other	kinds	of	sheep	pens	would	be	found	out	in	the	hills	and	the	countryside	away	from	the	towns	and	
villages.		This	is	what	Jesus	referring	to	in	the	following	verses	(John	10:7-10):	

7	So	 Jesus	again	 said	 to	 them,	“Truly,	 truly,	 I	 say	 to	 you,	I	 am	 the	door	of	 the	 sheep.	8	All	who	
came	before	me	are	thieves	and	robbers,	but	the	sheep	did	not	listen	to	them.	9	I	am	the	door.	If	
anyone	enters	by	me,	he	will	be	saved	and	will	go	in	and	out	and	find	pasture.	10	The	thief	comes	
only	to	steal	and	kill	and	destroy.	I	came	that	they	may	have	life	and	have	it	abundantly.”	

Jesus	 is	continuing	 to	 talk	using	 the	 imagery	of	 the	sheep	and	the	shepherd.	During	 the	warm	season	
shepherds	would	take	the	sheep	out	 into	the	hillsides	away	from	the	towns,	wherever	they	could	find	
grass	and	water	for	the	sheep.	They	might	be	gone	for	days	at	a	time.	The	shepherds	would	build	sheep	
pens	out	amongst	the	hills	by	gathering	stones	and	building	walls.	The	shepherds	would	leave	an	entry	
way	 into	the	pen	without	any	actual	gate.	The	shepherd	would	sleep	 in	the	entry	way	serving	as	“the	
door”.	For	anyone	or	any	animal	to	enter	or	exit	they	would	have	to	pass	over	the	shepherd´s	body.	In	
this	way	the	shepherd	was	literally	“the	door”.	
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That	is	what	Jesus	is	talking	about.	He	is	the	door,	the	entry	way	to	God.	All	who	came	before	Him	were	
false	Messiahs	 and	 false	 teachers.	 Because	 of	 that,	 those	who	 had	 ears	 to	 hear	 God´s	 voice	 did	 not	
follow	 them.	 Jesus	 is	 once	 again	 proclaiming	Himself	 as	 the	 only	way	 to	God.	 As	 stated	 in	Acts	 4:12,	
“And	there	is	salvation	in	no	one	else,	for	there	is	no	other	name	under	heaven	given	among	men	by	
which	we	must	be	saved.”	

Jesus	now	continues	(John	10:11-15):		

	“11	I	am	the	good	shepherd.	The	good	shepherd	lays	down	his	 life	for	the	sheep.	12	He	who	is	a	
hired	hand	and	not	a	shepherd,	who	does	not	own	the	sheep,	sees	the	wolf	coming	and	leaves	
the	sheep	and	flees,	and	the	wolf	snatches	them	and	scatters	them.	13	He	flees	because	he	 is	a	
hired	hand	and	cares	nothing	for	the	sheep.	14	I	am	the	good	shepherd.	I	know	my	own	and	my	
own	know	me,	15	just	as	the	Father	knows	me	and	I	know	the	Father;	and	I	lay	down	my	life	for	
the	sheep.”		

Jesus	describes	Himself	as	the	Good	Shepherd.	

The	 life	of	 the	shepherd	was	a	hard	 life,	a	humble	 life.	At	 times	people	worked	as	shepherds	because	
they	 were	 not	 qualified	 for	 jobs	more	 dignified.	 It	 is	 interesting	 that	 Jesus	 would	 choose	 to	 humble	
Himself	once	again	and	describe	Himself	as	a	shepherd.		

Shepherds	worked	outside	in	the	heat,	in	the	cold,	in	the	sun	and	in	the	rain.	For	hours	or	even	days	on	
end.	With	the	limited	food	that	he	had	in	his	satchel	and	the	limited	weapons	that	he	had	in	his	hand,	
every	flock	had	to	have	a	shepherd,	and	the	shepherd	could	never	take	a	break.	Because	of	limited	grass	
the	sheep	would	often	wander	away	 looking	for	food.	There	were	no	fences,	so	 it	was	the	shepherd’s	
responsibility	to	constantly	be	looking	out	for	the	whereabouts	and	the	safety	of	the	sheep.	The	sheep	
had	no	way	to	defend	themselves,	so	it	was	all	up	to	the	shepherd.	Whether	it	be	protecting	them	from	
falling	off	of	a	cliff	at	the	edge	of	the	plateau,	or	fighting	off	wolves	or	thieves,	the	shepherd’s	job	was	
never	done.	

The	 shepherd	 was	 supposed	 to	 meet	 every	 need	 of	 the	 sheep.	 You	 see	 it	 in	 the	 23rd	 Psalm.	 Green	
pastures,	still	waters,	clear	paths,	and	even	protection	when	walking	through	he	valley	of	the	shadow	of	
death.	This	was	the	job	of	the	shepherd	every	minute	of	every	day.	

Now	 there	 were	 different	 kinds	 of	 shepherds.	 Some	 were	 “hired	 hands”,	 who	 were	 merely	 people	
employed	to	watch	the	sheep.	For	them	it	was	a	job.	Their	main	motivation	was	money,	with	no	binding	
interest	 in	 the	sheep.	When	there	was	danger,	 they	 ran.	The	other	 type	of	 shepherd	were	 those	who	
actually	owned	the	sheep.	 In	Judea	 it	was	different	than	 in	other	places.	 In	Judea	they	usually	did	not	
raise	the	sheep	so	they	could	kill	them	and	eat	them.	They	raised	the	sheep	mainly	for	their	wool.	With	
this	in	mind,	many	shepherds	had	been	shepherding	the	same	sheep	for	many	years.	Some	had	grown	
up	 with	 the	 sheep	 and	 had	 grown	 very	 familiar	 with	 them,	 even	 to	 the	 point	 of	 naming	 them	 and	
thinking	 of	 them	 as	 companions	 and	 even	 as	 friends.	 As	 stated	 before,	 the	 sheep	 even	 followed	 the	
shepherd	because	they	knew	his	voice	and	his	faithful	provision.	When	danger	came	against	this	type	of	
shepherd	and	his	sheep,	he	would	be	willing	to	stand	and	fight,	even	to	the	point	of	laying	down	his	life.	
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We	see	this	 in	the	story	of	young	David,	 in	the	Old	Testament,	who	had	killed	a	 lion	and	a	bear	while	
protecting	his	sheep	(1	Samuel	17:36).	

When	Jesus	proclaimed	Himself	as	 the	“Good	Shepherd”	He	was	declaring	Himself	 to	be	God.	He	was	
connecting	Himself	with	 all	 the	 references	of	God	as	 shepherd	 throughout	 the	Old	 Testament	 (Psalm	
23:1;	Psalm	77:20;	Psalm	79:13;	Psalm	95:7;	Psalm	100:3).	As	we	read	in	Isaiah	40:11,	“He	will	tend	his	
flock	like	a	shepherd;	He	will	gather	the	lambs	in	his	arms;	He	will	carry	them	in	his	bosom,	and	gently	
lead	those	that	are	with	young.”	

This	idea	of	God	as	the	Good	Shepherd	continued	into	the	New	Testament	as	well.	He	had	pity	upon	the	
people	 because	 they	 were	 as	 sheep	 without	 a	 shepherd	 (Matthew	 9:36;	Mark	 6:34).	 When	 He,	 the	
Shepherd,	 is	smitten	the	sheep	are	scattered	(Mark	14:27;	Matthew	26:31).	He	 is	the	Shepherd	of	the	
souls	 of	men	 (1	 Peter	 2:25),	 and	 the	 great	 Shepherd	 of	 the	 sheep	 (Hebrews	 13:20).	 For	 His	 listeners	
when	He	called	Himself	the	Good	Shepherd	He	was	calling	Himself	God.		

In	 these	 verses	 Jesus	describes	Himself	 as	 the	 “Good”	 Shepherd.	 In	Greek	 there	are	 two	words	often	
used	 for	 “good”.	 The	 first,	 agathos,	 is	 used	 when	 merely	 describing	 the	 quality	 of	 something.	 The	
second,	the	word	used	here,	is	kalos.	Kalos	means	good	as	referring	to	someone	as	a	“good”	man	or	a	
“good”	 woman.	 This	 word	 carried	 with	 it	 the	 understanding	 of	 kindness,	 gentleness,	 faithfulness,	
integrity	 and	 compassion.	When	 Jesus	 is	 described	 as	 the	 “Good”	 Shepherd	 it	 is	 a	 combination	of	 all	
these	characteristics	of	love,	power	and	goodness.	

This	was	 a	 characteristic	 that	 the	 Jews	 often	missed.	 They	were	 familiar	with	 the	 almighty	 power	 of	
Yahweh,	 but	 their	 view	 of	 Him	 often	 lacked	 the	 love,	 goodness	 and	 mercy	 that	 Jesus	 was	 now	
presenting	to	them.	It	was	much	like	Egerton	Young´s	description	of	the	natives	living	in	Saskatchewan,	
Canada,	when	Egerton	first	arrived	as	a	missionary	in	the	1800s.	It	is	described	in	these	words:	

“In	 Saskatchewan	he	went	 out	 and	 told	 them	of	 the	 love	 of	God.	 To	 the	 natives	 it	was	 like	 a	 new	
revelation.	When	 the	missionary	 had	 told	 his	message,	 an	 old	 chief	 said:	 "When	 you	 spoke	 of	 the	
great	Spirit	just	now,	did	I	hear	you	say,	'Our	Father'?"	"Yes,"	said	Egerton	Young.	"That	is	very	new	
and	sweet	to	me,"	said	the	chief.	"We	never	thought	of	the	great	Spirit	as	Father.	We	heard	him	in	the	
thunder;	we	saw	him	in	the	lightning,	the	tempest	and	the	blizzard,	and	we	were	afraid.	So	when	you	
tell	us	that	the	great	Spirit	is	our	Father,	that	is	very	beautiful	to	us."	The	old	man	paused,	and	then	
he	went	 on,	 as	 a	 glimpse	 of	 glory	 suddenly	 shone	 on	 him.	 "Missionary,	 did	 you	 say	 that	 the	 great	
Spirit	 is	 your	 Father?"	 "Yes,"	 said	 the	missionary.	 "And,"	 said	 the	 chief,	 "did	 you	 say	 that	 he	 is	 the	
Indians'	Father?"	"I	did,"	said	the	missionary.	"Then,"	said	the	old	chief,	like	a	man	on	whom	a	dawn	
of	joy	had	burst,	"you	and	I	are	brothers!"1	

The	fact	of	Christ	as	God	is	powerful,	but	what	should	leave	us	speechless	is	that	God	has	taken	on	the	
form	of	man	and	drawn	near	as	our	Good	Shepherd	who	knows	our	name,	who	knows	our	every	need,	
who	finds	joy	in	us,	and	who	is	also	willing	to	lay	down	His	life	for	us.	That	is	what	unites	all	believers.	

	
																																																													
1	By	Michael	Stark,	Read	September	2,	2020,	https://sermons.faithlife.com/sermons/108194-i-am-the-good-shepherd	
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We	see	this	truth	in	the	next	verse	(John	10:16):	

“16	And	I	have	other	sheep	that	are	not	of	this	fold.	I	must	bring	them	also,	and	they	will	listen	to	
my	voice.	So	there	will	be	one	flock,	one	shepherd.”		

As	Christians	we	are	united	by	the	fact	that	we	listen	to	His	voice.	God	had	called	Abraham,	Isaac	and	
Jacob´s	descendants	to	be	a	blessing	to	all	nations.	Now,	through	Christ	it	would	become	a	reality	(Isaiah	
42:6;	Isaiah	49:6;	Isaiah	56:8).	People	from	every	nation,	tribe	and	tongue	would	be	united	and	it	would	
be	recognized	as	they	form	one	flock	which	follows	the	one	voice	of	the	Good	Shepherd.		

“17	For	 this	 reason	 the	 Father	 loves	 me,	because	I	 lay	 down	 my	 life	 that	 I	 may	 take	 it	 up	
again.	18	No	one	takes	it	from	me,	but	I	lay	it	down	of	my	own	accord.	I	have	authority	to	lay	it	
down,	 and	I	 have	authority	 to	 take	 it	 up	again.	This	 charge	 I	 have	 received	 from	my	 Father.”	
(John	10:17-18)	

When	one	hears	only	the	main	ideas	of	the	crucifixion	story,	it	comes	across	as	a	sad	story	where	a	good	
man	was	defeated	by	hate,	injustice	and	evil.	They	can	easily	think	that	the	Jewish	religious	elite	and	the	
all-powerful	Roman	Empire	once	again	got	their	way	by	torturing	and	crucifying	a	man.	But	as	you	begin	
to	look	back	at	the	details	a	totally	different	story	emerges.	

The	crucifixion	of	Christ	was	not	something	that	ruined	God’s	plan	or	caught	God	off	guard.	In	the	midst	
of	 the	 pain	 and	 the	 suffering	God	was	 bringing	His	 Sovereign	 plan	 into	 fruition.	 As	was	 stated	 in	 the	
sermon	of	Apostle	Peter	on	Pentecost,	in	Acts	2:22-24:	

“Men	of	Israel,	hear	these	words:	Jesus	of	Nazareth,	a	man	attested	to	you	by	God	with	mighty	
works	and	wonders	and	signs	that	God	did	through	him	in	your	midst,	as	you	yourselves	know—	
23	this	Jesus,	delivered	up	according	to	the	definite	plan	and	foreknowledge	of	God,	you	crucified	
and	 killed	 by	 the	 hands	 of	 lawless	 men.	 24	God	 raised	 him	 up,	 loosing	 the	 pangs	 of	 death,	
because	it	was	not	possible	for	him	to	be	held	by	it.”	

God	knew	what	was	to	come	.	.	.	and	so	did	Jesus.	

Matthew	 16:21-23	 tells	 that,	 “From	 that	 time	 Jesus	 began	 to	 show	his	 disciples	 that	 he	must	 go	 to	
Jerusalem	and	suffer	many	things	from	the	elders	and	chief	priests	and	scribes,	and	be	killed,	and	on	
the	third	day	be	raised.”	

Luke	9:51	adds,	“As	the	time	approached	for	him	to	be	taken	up	to	heaven,	Jesus	resolutely	set	out	for	
Jerusalem.”		

Jesus	was	fully	aware	of	what	 lay	before	Him.	With	the	salvation	of	man	 in	mind	He	traveled	towards	
Jerusalem	 with	 one	 goal.	 This	 focus	 and	 commitment	 was	 most	 clearly	 displayed	 in	 the	 Garden	 of	
Gethsemane	on	the	night	of	his	arrest.	
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Yes,	Jesus	knew	the	plan	of	the	Father	for	His	death	and	suffering,	but	when	you	watch	the	way	Jesus	
prayed	He	still	had	a	choice	to	make.	His	humanity	cries	out	for	the	possibility	of	another	way	to	save	
mankind,	but	His	Spirit	remains	resolute	on	submitting	Himself	to	the	will	of	the	Father	(Luke	22:39-44).	

In	 those	 closing	 hours	 He	 committed	 to	 the	 Father´s	 will.	 He	 restrained	 from	 calling	 the	 legions	 of	
angels.	During	the	trial	He	only	answered	the	questions	that	would	send	Him	to	the	cross.	On	the	cross	
he	 refused	any	drink	 that	would	blur	His	 judgment	and	hinder	His	mission.	Christ	was	 truly	 the	Good	
Shepherd	who	laid	down	His	life	for	His	Sheep.		

Our	Shepherd	 laid	down	His	 life	and	was	 raised	 from	the	dead.	He	has	guaranteed	eternal	 life	 for	His	
flock.	We	will	never	perish	and	no	one	will	snatch	us	out	of	His	hand.	Glory	to	God	(John	10:27-30).	

In	 light	 of	 all	 of	 this,	 my	 brothers	 and	 sisters,	 do	 not	 be	 cast	 down.	We	 are	 not	 alone.	We	 are	 not	
forgotten.	Regardless	of	where	we	find	ourselves	in	the	present	or	what	will	come	our	way	in	the	future,	
stand	assured	that	in	the	midst	of	our	weakness	He	is	strong.	

Please	read	the	23rd	Psalm	with	me	as	we	close	our	time	together:		

“The	LORD	is	my	shepherd;	 I	 shall	not	want.	He	makes	me	 lie	down	 in	green	pastures.	He	 leads	
me	beside	still	waters.	He	restores	my	soul.	He	leads	me	in	paths	of	righteousness	for	his	name's	
sake.	

Even	 though	 I	walk	 through	 the	 valley	 of	the	 shadow	 of	 death,	I	 will	fear	 no	 evil,	
for	you	are	with	me;	your	rod	and	your	staff,	they	comfort	me.	

You	prepare	 a	 table	 before	 me	in	the	 presence	 of	 my	 enemies;	 you	anoint	 my	 head	 with	
oil;	my	cup	overflows.	Surely	goodness	and	mercy	shall	 follow	me	all	 the	days	of	my	 life,	and	 I	
shall	dwell	in	the	house	of	the	LORD	forever.”		

	

Discussion	questions:	

1. What	in	this	sermon	was	most	interesting	to	you?	Why?	

2. How	would	you	say	we	are	like	sheep?	

3. How	would	you	say	Christ	is	like	a	good	shepherd?	

4. Like	the	natives	of	Canada	that	Egerton	Young	was	preaching	to,	what	do	you	think	makes	 it	
difficult	for	people	to	accept	the	goodness	and	the	mercy	of	God?	

5. Can	you	share	about	times	in	your	life	that	Jesus	has	been	like	a	Good	Shepherd	to	you?	

6. What	do	you	think	you	need	to	remember	from	this	sermon?	

7. What	do	you	think	God	wants	you	to	do	in	response	to	this	sermon?	

8. How	can	we	pray	for	you?	


