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As	we	pass	through	this	time	of	pandemic	it	naturally	turns	our	attention	to	ourselves.	We	turn	inward	
and	begin	 to	 cocoon	ourselves	or	 isolate	ourselves	 from	 the	world	 around	us.	 That	 is	 expected	 to	 an	
extent	as	we	seek	to	protect	ourselves	and	our	families,	but	at	the	same	time,	as	the	church,	we	must	
never	lose	our	outward	focus.		

One	 of	 the	 essential	 characteristics	 of	 the	 church	 is	 that	 of	 being	 a	 “Community	 of	 One	 Anothers.”	
Throughout	scripture	we	find	this	phrase	“one	another”	when	describing	the	people	of	God.		

“This	 is	 My	 commandment,	 that	 you	 love	 one	 another.”	 “Be	 devoted	 to	 one	 another.”	 “Bear	 one	
another’s	 burdens.”	 “Be	 hospitable	 to	 one	 another.”	 “Serve	 one	 another.”	 “Build	 up	 one	 another.”	
“Comfort	 one	 another.”	 “Encourage	 one	 another.”	 “Seek	 after	 that	 which	 is	 good	 for	 one	 another.”	
“Stimulate	one	another	to	love	and	good	deeds.”	This	is	just	a	sample;	there	are	many	more	verses	that	
call	us	to	care	for	“one	another.”	

As	the	church	we	are	responsible	for	the	well-being	of	one	another.	Today	we	will	continue	our	series	on	
the	essentials	of	the	church	as	we	look	at	our	call	to	live	in	community	in	the	book	of	Acts.	

As	we	look	at	the	life	of	the	early	church,	in	Acts	2,	we	first	must	remember	what	has	been	described	in	
the	previous	portions	of	Acts	1	and	2.	 Jesus	was	crucified	to	pay	for	our	sin.	God	raised	Him	from	the	
dead,	 proving	 that	 the	 penalty	 for	 sin,	 death,	 had	 been	 paid	 in	 full.	 Jesus	 appeared	 to	 His	 followers	
during	the	next	40	days	and	instructed	them	to	return	to	Jerusalem	and	await	the	coming	of	the	Holy	
Spirit.	Jesus	then	ascended	to	heaven.	With	joy	these	followers	of	Jesus,	which	numbered	120,	returned	
to	Jerusalem	and	waited.	Acts	1:14	tells	that,	“All	these	with	one	accord	were	devoting	themselves	to	
prayer.”	We	are	told	that	this	number	included	the	apostles	and	even	Mary	the	mother	of	Jesus,	and	His	
brothers.	They	waited	and	prayed,	not	knowing	when	or	how	the	Holy	Spirit	would	come.	

Acts	2	tells	us	what	happened	10	days	later:		
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When	the	 day	 of	 Pentecost	 arrived,	 they	were	 all	 together	 in	 one	 place.	2	And	 suddenly	 there	
came	from	heaven	a	sound	like	a	mighty	rushing	wind,	and	it	filled	the	entire	house	where	they	
were	 sitting.	3	And	 divided	 tongues	as	 of	 fire	 appeared	 to	 them	 and	 rested	on	 each	 one	 of	
them.	4	And	they	were	all	filled	with	the	Holy	Spirit	and	began	to	speak	in	other	tongues	as	the	
Spirit	gave	them	utterance.	
5	Now	 there	 were	 dwelling	 in	 Jerusalem	 Jews,	 devout	 men	 from	 every	 nation	 under	
heaven.	6	And	at	 this	 sound	 the	multitude	 came	 together,	 and	 they	were	 bewildered,	 because	
each	one	was	hearing	 them	speak	 in	his	own	 language.	7	And	they	were	amazed	 (…)	 12	And	all	
were	amazed	and	perplexed,	saying	to	one	another,	“What	does	this	mean?”		

The	works	 of	 the	 Spirit	 caused	 curiosity	 and	 brought	 attention	 to	 the	 Spirit’s	 coming.	 Their	 ability	 to	
supernaturally	 speak	 foreign	 languages	 allowed	 all	 people	 to	 understand	 the	message.	 It	 gathered	 a	
crowd	and	stirred	interest.	Once	the	crowd	had	gathered,	Peter,	“standing	with	the	eleven,	lifted	up	his	
voice	and	addressed	them.”	

Peter	preached	to	them	the	good	news	of	Jesus	Christ	and	their	guilt	for	crucifying	Him:		

“36	Let	all	the	house	of	 Israel	therefore	know	for	certain	that	God	has	made	him	both	Lord	and	
Christ,	this	Jesus	whom	you	crucified.”	
37	Now	when	they	heard	 this	 they	were	cut	 to	 the	heart,	and	said	 to	Peter	and	 the	 rest	of	 the	
apostles,	 “Brothers,	what	 shall	 we	 do?”	38	And	 Peter	 said	 to	 them,	“Repent	 and	be	 baptized	
every	 one	 of	 you	in	 the	 name	 of	 Jesus	 Christ	for	 the	 forgiveness	 of	 your	 sins,	 and	 you	 will	
receive	the	gift	of	the	Holy	Spirit	(…)	41	So	those	who	received	his	word	were	baptized,	and	there	
were	added	that	day	about	three	thousand	souls.	

Can	you	imagine	what	it	must	have	been	like	that	night	when	all	the	disciples	got	together	again?	
The	 testimonies.	 The	 tears	 of	 joy.	 The	 renewed	 sense	 of	 awe	 in	 their	 Savior.	 God	 had	moved	 in	
their	hearts	to	pray	and	preach	the	gospel	of	Jesus	Christ.	They	had	obeyed,	and	God	had	worked	
in	unbelievable	ways.	 In	the	same	city	that	had	screamed	at	the	top	of	their	 lungs,	“Crucify	Him!”	
there	now	stood	3,000	believers	in	Jesus	Christ.	

This	was	in	keeping	with	the	words	of	(500	BC)	Zechariah	12:10,	“And	I	will	pour	out	on	the	house	of	
David	and	the	inhabitants	of	Jerusalem	a	spirit	of	grace	and	pleas	for	mercy,	so	that,	when	they	look	
on	me,	on	him	whom	they	have	pierced,	they	shall	mourn	for	him,	as	one	mourns	for	an	only	child,	and	
weep	bitterly	over	him,	as	one	weeps	over	a	firstborn.”	

This	was	the	same	Peter	who	was	often	impulsive,	who	was	bad	tempered,	who	talked	too	much,	who	
had	 cut	 off	 the	 servant’s	 ear	when	 Jesus	was	 arrested,	who	 had	 denied	 Christ,	 and	 yet	 here	 he	was	
preaching	 to	 the	masses	 and	3,000	people	believed	 in	 Jesus	Christ.	 That	 is	 truly	 the	 testimony	of	 the	
grace	of	God	and	the	power	of	the	Holy	Spirit.	The	God	who	gives	us	second	chances	and	gives	us	the	
power	of	the	Holy	Spirit	to	accomplish	what	we	could	never	do	on	our	own.	

Out	of	all	 the	people	 that	God	could	have	 reached	out	 to	 first	with	 the	power	of	 the	Gospel	and	
the	presence	of	 the	Holy	 Spirit,	He	 chose	 those	who	crucified	His	 Son.	 Isn’t	 that	 remarkable	 that	
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God	gave	“good”	to	those	who	had	given	Him	“evil”?	That	He	chose	to	grant	life	to	those	who	had	
brought	death?	That	He	decided	to	grant	faith	to	those	who	had	hardened	their	hearts	to	unbelief?	
In	 the	midst	 of	 our	 sinfulness,	may	we	 cling	 to	 the	wide	promise	 that	 “IF	WE	 CONFESS	OUR	 SINS,	 HE	
IS	FAITHFUL	AND	JUST	TO	FORGIVE	US	OUR	SINS	AND	TO	CLEANSE	US	FROM	ALL	UNRIGHTEOUSNESS.”		(1	John	1:9)	

Let´s	now	go	back	to	Acts	1,	where	we	read	how	the	120	followers	of	Christ	were	in	Jerusalem,	waiting	
for	the	Holy	Spirit,	“in	one	accord,	devoting	themselves	to	prayer.”	This	group	had	known	Jesus	while	
he	 was	 here	 on	 earth.	 Many	 had	 likely	 seen	 the	 crucifixion.	 They	 had	 been	 with	 Jesus	 after	 His	
resurrection.	 They	 had	 witnessed	 his	 ascension	 and	 now	 they	 had	 gathered	 in	 the	 upper	 room	 in	
Jerusalem	as	 Jesus	 had	 instructed	 them	 to	 do.	 They	 had	 prayed	 and	 awaited	 the	 coming	 of	 the	Holy	
Spirit	for	10	days.	They	shared	the	fear	of	persecution.	They	likely	shared	many	stories	and	memories	of	
their	days	with	Jesus.	Regardless	of	their	background,	they	had	become	unified	by	their	faith	in	Christ.	
Acts	 1:14	 tells	 us	 that	 even	 “Mary	 the	mother	 of	 Jesus,	 and	His	 brothers”	were	 amongst	 them.	How	
sweet	the	fellowship	and	sense	of	community	must	have	been.		

In	Acts	2	the	Holy	Spirit	came.	God	reversed	the	separation	of	language	and	peoples	that	the	Tower	of	
Babel	had	brought	forth,	and	now	was	replacing	 it	with	the	unity	that	Christ	brings.	The	120	believers	
miraculously	spoke	the	languages	of	the	people	from	many	nations	that	were	visiting	Jerusalem,	Peter	
preached,	 and	 3,000	 people	 put	 their	 faith	 in	 Jesus.	 That	was	 great	 for	 the	 kingdom	of	God,	 but	 the	
intimate	friendships	that	the	120	had	built	were	now	diluted	by	3,000	people	who	did	not	know	all	of	
Jesus’	teachings.	Most	of	them	had	not	known	Jesus	at	all.	Although	they	were	Jewish,	they	were	from	
different	 countries,	 spoke	 different	 languages,	 and	 had	 very	 little	 in	 common	with	 the	 120	who	 had	
walked	with	Jesus.	Although	they	were	all	new	believers,	they	still	were	bringing	into	the	church	all	of	
their	bad	habits	and	their	 issues	of	humanity	 that	still	needed	to	be	sanctified	and	made	 like	 Jesus.	 It	
was	likely	that	disunity	would	soon	follow.	But	then,	we	read	in	Acts	2:42-46	about	the	miraculous	unity	
that	the	Holy	Spirit	worked	in	their	hearts	in	a	very	short	period	of	time:	

42	And	they	devoted	themselves	to	the	apostles'	teaching	and	the	fellowship,	to	the	breaking	of	
bread	 and	 the	 prayers.	43	And	 awe	came	 upon	 every	 soul,	 and	many	wonders	 and	 signs	were	
being	 done	 through	 the	 apostles.	44	And	 all	who	 believed	were	 together	 and	had	 all	 things	 in	
common.	45	And	they	 were	 selling	 their	 possessions	 and	 belongings	 and	 distributing	 the	
proceeds	to	all,	as	any	had	need.	46	And	day	by	day,	attending	the	temple	together	and	breaking	
bread	 in	 their	 homes,	 they	 received	 their	 food	with	 glad	 and	 generous	 hearts,	47	praising	God	
and	having	 favor	 with	 all	 the	 people.	 And	 the	 Lord	added	 to	 their	 number	day	 by	 day	 those	
who	were	being	saved.	

The	question	is,	 in	the	midst	of	their	diversity,	how	was	this	type	of	unity	even	possible,	and	in	such	a	
short	amount	of	time?	The	answer	is	found	in	two	places.	First,	this	supernatural	unity	was	started	by	
what	the	gospel	worked	in	their	lives	at	the	point	of	conversion.	The	second	factor	was	how	they	shared	
life	together	as	a	church	in	the	days	that	followed.		

This	newfound	unity	had	everything	to	do	with	the	new	believers	having	the	same	heart,	same	mind	and	
same	Spirit	now	 living	within	 them.	Now	that	 they	had	been	adopted	 into	 the	 family	of	God,	 they	no	
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longer	were	divided	by	race,	money,	education	or	language.	Those	differences	still	existed,	but	no	longer	
were	they	obstacles	to	their	unity.		

They	each	had	been	humbled	by	the	conviction	of	sin,	and	each	had	received	total	forgiveness.	They	had	
died	 to	 self	 and	 their	 old	 identity	 (Colossians	 3:9-11).	 They	 now	 had	 a	 new	 nature	 and	 were	 a	 new	
creation	(2	Corinthians	5:17).	They	now	had	the	Spirit	of	Christ	living	in	them	(Romans	8:9).	They	had	the	
mind	of	 Christ	 (1	 Corinthians	 2:16).	 	 Their	 needs	were	now	met	 in	 Christ	 (Philippians	 4:19).	 	 They	no	
longer	had	 to	 fight	 for	 their	own	agendas,	 rights	or	needs.	 They	now	had	 the	 same	Father,	 the	 same	
eternal	destiny,	and	the	same	mission.	They	were	now	bound	together	by	the	love	of	Christ	and	would	
be	brothers	 and	 sisters	 forever.	 As	 they	 joined	 together	 in	 their	 new	 identity,	 they	had	become	one,	
compelled	to	love	others	in	the	same	way	they	had	been	so	graciously	loved.		

The	second	factor	for	the	unity	was	how	they	shared	life	in	the	days	that	followed	their	conversion.	Let´s	
look	at	Acts	2:42-47	again.	They	devoted	themselves	to	the	teaching	of	God´s	Word	and	fellowship	with	
each	other.	To	the	breaking	of	bread,	which	could	refer	to	the	observance	of	the	Lord´s	Supper	but	also	
to	the	fellowship	of	eating	together.	They	prayed	together.	As	a	result	a	sense	of	awe	and	worship	was	
present	among	the	people	as	God	did	supernatural	works	in	their	midst.		

What	flowed	out	of	the	early	church	as	they	lived	out	the	essentials	of	the	faith	was	a	sense	of	service	to	
one	another.	It	was	not	like	the	Dead	Sea,	where	water	flows	in	but	never	flows	out.	It	was	like	a	fresh-
flowing	river	 in	which	the	blessings	of	God	flowed	into	their	 lives	and	then	flowed	out	of	their	 lives	to	
bless	the	other	believers	around	them.	It	was	even	to	the	point	where	they	sold	their	possessions	and	
belongings	and	distributed	the	proceeds	to	all	as	they	had	need.		

They	continued	 in	 this	way	of	prayer,	 learning	 from	God´s	word,	 fellowshipping	together	and	meeting	
each	other´s	needs,	and	having	favor	with	all	of	the	people.	“And	the	Lord	added	to	their	number	day	
by	day	those	who	were	being	saved.”	What	a	picture	of	the	church	that	God	intended.	

This	idea	of	loving	community,	to	many	sounds	too	good	to	be	true.	That	is	because	most	of	us	are	more	
familiar	with	the	betrayal	of	the	world	than	the	safety	of	being	amongst	the	true	people	of	God.	That	is	
unfortunate.	To	share	life	with	others	does	have	its	risks,	but	they	are	far	outweighed	by	the	benefits.		

Maybe	you	are	a	Christian	who	is	saying,	“But	I	would	rather	live	my	Christian	life	alone	.	.	.	I	don’t	need	
to	live	my	life	in	community	with	other	Christians.”	

Maybe	you	disagree	with	the	 idea	of	needing	one	another,	but	 that	 is	not	what	our	Creator	God	says	
about	the	Christian	 life.	 If	we	want	to	be	made	 like	Christ,	we	must	 live	 in	community.	 	 If	we	want	to	
have	 a	 greater	 understanding	 of	 God,	 then	 we	 must	 live	 in	 community.	 If	 we	 want	 to	 further	 the	
kingdom	of	God	in	this	world,	we	must	live	in	community.	We	experience	the	character	of	Christ	as	we	
share	 life	with	 the	 body	of	 Christ.	We	were	meant	 to	 live	 on	 both	 sides	 of	 the	 “one	 anothers,”	 both	
giving	and	receiving	as	God	leads.	He	has	given	His	Spirit	and	His	Word	to	make	it	possible.	

Being	part	of	a	community	is	scary.	It	means	that	people	know	more	about	the	details	of	your	life.	They	
know	about	your	faults	and	the	blemishes	in	your	character.	They	see	how	you	treat	your	spouse,	how	
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you	raise	your	children,	how	you	live	your	private	life.	It	demands	being	authentic,	caring	for	each	other,	
being	available,	becoming	vulnerable.	Who	wants	all	of	that?	In	our	individualized	lives	where	we	don’t	
know	our	neighbors,	and	have	no	desire	to,	we	would	much	rather	get	home	in	the	evening,	close	the	
door,	turn	on	the	television	or	computer	and	pass	our	evening	being	entertained	or	surfing	the	web.	No	
commitment	 to	 others.	 Enjoying	 living	 the	pleasure,	 adventure	 and	 joy	 of	 life	 vicariously	 through	 the	
actors	on	the	television.	Nothing	against	television,	but	we	were	created	to	live	life,	not	just	watch	it.		

This	is	the	life	of	choice	for	many.	We	have	built	walls	around	ourselves	where	others	are	held	at	a	safe	
distance	and	where	we	can	maneuver	and	manipulate	 life	 in	a	comfortable	manner.	Predictable,	safe,	
secure,	but	not	as	God	intended.	God’s	plan	includes	imperfect,	risky	relationships	with	people.	And	God	
has	given	us	what	we	need	to	not	only	survive	in	relationships,	but	to	thrive.	

God	 has	 called	 us	 to	 love	 others	 as	 Christ	 has	 loved	 us.	 Ask	 God	 to	 give	 you	 a	 bigger	 vision	 for	 the	
relationships	 in	your	 life.	 That	you	would	 see	your	 coworkers	as	more	 than	 just	people	 that	you	pass	
time	with	every	day	as	you	make	money	to	pay	the	bills.	That	you	would	see	them	as	your	mission	field.	
The	people	whom	God	has	sovereignly	put	you	with	so	that	you	could	bring	light	to	their	darkness.	See	
your	purpose	with	your	children	as	something	larger	than	just	making	them	learn	how	to	obey	or	getting	
them	to	a	good	school	so	they	can	get	a	good	job.	See	that	God	has	entrusted	your	children	to	you	so	
that	 you	 could	 raise	 them	 up	 in	 the	 ways	 of	 God,	 so	 that	 they	 could	 be	 prepared	 to	 be	 and	 to	 do	
everything	 that	 God	 has	 created	 them	 to	 be	 and	 to	 do.	 See	 your	 spouse	 as	 the	 most	 intimate	 of	
relationships	 that	 God	 has	 given	 us	 as	 humans.	 It	 is	 the	 picture	 of	 Christ	 and	 His	 church.	 It	 has	 the	
potential	of	refining	us	and	sanctifying	us	like	none	other.	See	it	as	your	first	responsibility	as	you	usher	
each	other	towards	a	greater	love	for	Christ	and	a	greater	intimacy	with	one	another.		

As	we	enter	into	authentic	relationships	with	each	other,	remember	that	God	is	the	potter	and	that	we	
are	the	clay.	Present	yourselves	as	moldable	vessels	 in	God’s	hands	and	allow	Him	to	change	you	and	
refine	you	as	you	dare	to	live	life	alongside	other	believers.	It	will	be	difficult	at	times,	but	the	rewards	
will	be	many	as	God	uses	our	relationships	to	make	us	into	the	masterpiece	that	He	wants	us	to	be.		

Fix	your	eyes	on	Jesus.	Surrender	those	obstacles	that	keep	you	from	loving	others.	Pray	for	faith	to	live	
in	 community.	 Always	 remain	 aware	 of	 the	 safety	 net	 of	 Christ’s	 unconditional	 love.	 Learn	 from	 His	
teachings.	Learn	from	His	example.	Learn	from	the	word	of	God.	Pray	continually	and	Love	as	He	loved.		

John	15:9-17	says	this:	

“As	 the	 Father	 has	 loved	me,	 so	 have	 I	 loved	 you.	Now	 remain	 in	my	 love.	 10	 If	 you	 obey	my	
commands,	you	will	remain	in	my	love,	just	as	I	have	obeyed	my	Father’s	commands	and	remain	
in	 his	 love.	 11	 I	 have	 told	 you	 this	 so	 that	 my	 joy	 may	 be	 in	 you	 and	 that	 your	 joy	 may	 be	
complete.	12	My	command	is	this:	Love	each	other	as	I	have	loved	you.	13	Greater	love	has	no	one	
than	this,	that	he	lay	down	his	life	for	his	friends.”	

Love	 is	a	very	vague	 term	that	 is	used	 to	mean	many	different	 things	 in	our	world	 today,	but	we	can	
learn	to	love	as	we	follow	these	commanded	“one	anothers”	that	we	find	throughout	scripture:	
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• John	15:12	–	“This	is	My	commandment,	that	you	love	one	another,	just	as	I	have	loved	you.”	

• Romans	12:10	–	“Be	devoted	to	one	another	in	brotherly	love;	give	preference	to	one	another	in	
honor.”	

• Galatians	6:2	–	“Bear	one	another’s	burdens,	and	thus	fulfill	the	law	of	Christ.”	

• 1	Peter	4:9-10	–	“Be	hospitable	to	one	another	without	complaint.	As	each	one	has	received	a	
special	gift,	employ	it	in	serving	one	another,	as	good	stewards	of	the	manifold	grace	of	God.”	

• Romans	14:19	–	“So	then	let	us	pursue	the	things	which	make	for	peace	and	the	building	up	of	
one	another.”	

• Romans	 15:14	 –	 “And	 concerning	 you,	 my	 brethren,	 I	 myself	 also	 am	 convinced	 that	 you	
yourselves	 are	 full	 of	 goodness,	 filled	 with	 all	 knowledge,	 and	 able	 also	 to	 admonish	 one	
another.”	

• 1	Thessalonians	4:18	–	“Therefore	comfort	one	another	with	these	words.”	

• 1	Thessalonians	5:11	–	“Therefore	encourage	one	another,	and	build	up	one	another,	just	as	you	
also	are	doing.”	

• 1	Thessalonians	5:15	–	“See	that	no	one	repays	another	with	evil	for	evil,	but	always	seek	after	
that	which	is	good	for	one	another	and	for	all	men.”	

• Hebrews	10:24-25	–	“And	let	us	consider	how	to	stimulate	one	another	to	love	and	good	deeds,	
not	 forsaking	 our	 own	 assembling	 together,	 as	 is	 the	 habit	 of	 some,	 but	 encouraging	 one	
another;	and	all	the	more,	as	you	see	the	day	drawing	near.”	

• Romans	12:10	–	“Be	devoted	to	one	another	in	brotherly	love;	give	preference	to	one	another	in	
honor.”	

• Romans	 12:16	 –	 “Be	 of	 the	 same	mind	 toward	 one	 another;	 do	 not	 be	 haughty	 in	mind	 but	
associate	with	the	lowly.	Do	not	be	wise	in	your	own	estimation.”	

• 1	 Corinthians	 11:33	 –	 “So	 then,	 my	 brethren,	 when	 you	 come	 together	 to	 eat,	 wait	 for	 one	
another.”	

• Ephesians	5:21	–	“And	be	subject	to	one	another	in	the	fear	of	Christ.”	

• Philippians	2:3	–	“Do	nothing	 from	selfishness	or	empty	 conceit,	but	with	humility	of	mind	 let	
each	of	you	regard	one	another	as	more	important	than	himself.”	

• James	5:16	–	“Therefore,	confess	your	sins	to	one	another,	and	pray	for	one	another,	so	that	you	
may	be	healed.”	

• 1	 Peter	 5:5	 –	 “You	 younger	 men,	 likewise,	 be	 subject	 to	 your	 elders;	 and	 all	 of	 you,	 clothe	
yourselves	with	humility	toward	one	another,	for	God	is	opposed	to	the	proud,	but	gives	grace	
to	the	humble.”	

• Ephesians	 4:2	 –	 “(…)	with	 all	 humility	 and	 gentleness,	with	 patience,	 showing	 forbearance	 to	
one	another	in	love.”	
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• Ephesians	4:32	–	“And	be	kind	to	one	another,	tender-hearted,	forgiving	each	other,	just	as	God	
in	Christ	also	has	forgiven	you.”	

• Romans	14:13	–	“Therefore	let	us	not	judge	one	another	anymore,	but	rather	determine	this—
not	to	put	an	obstacle	or	a	stumbling	block	in	a	brother’s	way.”	

• Romans	15:7	–	“Therefore,	 accept	one	another,	 just	as	Christ	also	accepted	us	 to	 the	glory	of	
God.”	

• James	4:11	–	“Do	not	speak	against	one	another,	brethren.”	

• James	5:9	–	“Do	not	complain,	brethren,	against	one	another,	that	you	yourselves	may	not	be	
judged;	behold,	the	Judge	is	standing	right	at	the	door.”	

• Colossians	 3:9	 –	 “Do	 not	 lie	 to	 one	 another,	 since	 you	 laid	 aside	 the	 old	 self	 with	 its	 evil	
practices.”	

• Romans	15:5	–	“Now	may	the	God	who	gives	perseverance	and	encouragement	grant	you	to	be	
of	the	same	mind	with	one	another	according	to	Christ	Jesus.”	

• 1	Corinthians	12:25	–	“That	there	should	be	no	division	in	the	body,	but	that	the	members	should	
have	the	same	care	for	one	another.”	

• Romans	14:19	–	“So	then	let	us	pursue	the	things	which	make	for	peace	and	the	building	up	of	
one	another.”	

• 1	Thessalonians	5:13	–	“And	that	you	esteem	them	very	highly	in	love	because	of	their	work.	Live	
in	peace	with	one	another.”	

Our	love	for	one	another	is	evidence	of	those	who	truly	belong	to	the	family	of	God.	I	know	that	after	
reading	 through	 this	 list	 of	 “one	 anothers”	 it	 sounds	 impossible	 to	 love	 this	 way,	 but	 throughout	
scripture	we	see	how	the	Holy	Spirit	imbeds	in	a	believer’s	heart	a	love	for	others	that	they	never	had	
before.	

Let´s	begin	the	journey	together	with	these	three	ways	of	connecting	our	hearts	to	God´s	heart:		Prayer,	
The	Bible,	Serve	others.	Even	in	these	days	of	pandemic,	as	we	abide	in	Christ	He	will	begin	to	shape	us	
into	the	community	that	He	desires	us	to	be.		

	

Discussion	questions:	

1. What	did	you	find	interesting	in	this	sermon?	

2. What	do	you	think	keeps	people	from	experiencing	deep	community	with	others?	

3. Have	you	ever	experienced	sweet	friendships?	What	made	the	friendships	so	special?	

4. If	you	had	been	one	of	the	120,	how	do	you	think	you	would	have	reacted	to	the	3,000	new	
members	of	your	“church?”	

5. In	the	sermon,	what	were	the	two	factors	that	made	unity	possible	in	the	early	church?	
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6. Are	you	open	to	sharing	your	life	with	others,	even	though	it	is	risky	and	difficult	at	times?	
Or	do	you	need	God	to	work	in	your	heart	more	to	make	you	ready?	

7. What	do	you	need	to	remember	from	this	sermon?	

8. What	do	you	need	to	do	about	that?	

9. How	can	we	pray	for	you?	

	


